Welcome to Davallia Early Learning Centre
~ Kindergarten ~
Kindergarten is the start of a new era in your child’s world – school life. Starting Kindergarten is the
beginning of your child's educational journey where they learn important early numeracy, literacy
and social skills. The Western Australian Department of Education states that “Although
Kindergarten is not compulsory, most children attend because parents understand that it helps give
their children the best start to school.” (2012)
The Early Years Learning Framework (2010) states that; “Childhood is a time of belonging, being
and becoming”.
“Belonging is the basis for living a fulfilling life”.* When children have positive relationships with
family, culture, community and place, they are able to feel that they belong. While the Kindy child
belongs in our Kindy family, so too does their family at home. We encourage all family members to
play an active part in our learning program.
“Being is about living here and now”. * We foster the use of every minute in Kindy, often engaging
with children on the spot, being led by their observations on life. Children need time to just ‘be’ –
time to play, have lots of fun, engage with their friends and try new things.
“Becoming is about the learning and development that young children experience”. * Your child
has already started forming their own sense of identity which will help shape the type of adult they
will become. We provide many fun, happy, exciting, positive, interesting and age-appropriate
opportunities for your child whilst they are at Kindy. By taking part in these activities, your child will
learn many new concepts and develop their own ideas.
We look forward to working together with you to give your child the best possible start to school
life.

* Early Years Learning Framework (2010)

What your child learns at Kindergarten
At Kindy we paint, listen, build, run, explore, discover, learn and play. We draw, make new friends,
sing, climb, count, write, read, sort and create. We jump, share, talk, observe, take risks, grow,
cook, laugh and celebrate.
Your child brings to school what they have learned at home and begins to build on this. This
includes many things including their understanding of language. They know different words and
they may know that words are made up of letters in the alphabet and that spoken sounds can be
written down. In Early Childhood at Davallia, we learn English with the Promoting Literacy
Development Program (PLD). To best prepare for reading and writing, a large focus in Kindy will
be on letter sounds.
The Kindergarten students will also learn about numbers, shapes, position, sorting and patterning.
Skills such as these help your child later with reading, spelling, language and math skills. Your
child’s teacher will take into account the many different experiences and background of the
children in the classroom to make sure the learning program helps each child.
Children learn important social skills at Kindergarten. Your child will be encouraged to share,
engage with their peers, make friends and share ideas. They will play with friends, take turns and
develop confidence.
We endeavour to make your child’s start to school life as successful as possible. The skills they
gain will give them the start they need to embark on their educational journey as they head towards
a very bright future.

The Kindy Program
The program is planned using resources that include the Australian Curriculum, The Kindergarten
Curriculum Guidelines, Diana Rigg PLD, The Early Years Learning Framework, the
Kindergarten/Pre-Primary Profile and the Curriculum Framework, Numeracy Net and Literacy Net.
The focus learning areas are:







English
Numeracy
Physical Development

- Gross Motor skills
- Fine Motor skills
Social and Emotional Development
Integrated Learning including Science, HASS and ICT
The Arts

The Kindergarten program at Davallia caters for all students. There will be whole class, smallgroup and individual learning opportunities throughout each week. Different learning styles are
catered for and the students’ interests and capabilities will be considered.

Questionnaires and Interviews
Attached is a questionnaire regarding your child. We ask you to complete and return when your
child attends orientation next week. This allows the teaching staff to get to know your child more
efficiently and also provides the opportunity for you to share issues that are important to your
child’s learning and health.
If you would also like an interview early next year, this will be available. If at any time during the
year you would like to meet your child’s teacher, please ask for an appointment. A suitable time
will be negotiated and an interview will be held. It is important that you feel comfortable asking for
an interview, often ‘mountains’ can be avoided by addressing the ‘molehill’.

Kindy Times
K1 –

K2 –

K3 –

First day Wednesday 31st January
Mondays and Thursdays (commencing Thursday 1st February)
Alternate Wednesdays – odd weeks (commencing 31st January)

8:40am – 3:05pm
8:40am – 2:40pm

First day Wednesday 31st January
Mondays and Thursdays (commencing Thursday 1st February)
Alternate Wednesdays – odd weeks (commencing 31st January)

8:40am – 3:05pm
8:40am – 2:40pm

First day Friday 2nd February
Tuesdays and Fridays (commencing Friday 2nd February)
Alternate Wednesdays – even weeks (commencing 7th February)

8:40am – 3:05pm
8:40am – 2:40pm

* Punctuality is important. Children don’t like to be last to arrive or last to be picked up. Unnecessary stress
can be avoided by observing the timetable.

Term Dates 2018
Term One – Wednesday 31st January – Friday 13th April
Term Two – Tuesday 31st April – Friday 29th June
Term Three – Monday 16th July – Friday 21st September
Term Four – Monday 8th October – Thursday 13h December

Contributions
A voluntary contribution of $60 per child, per year, is requested at the start of the year. To reduce
extensive fundraising, the school P & C request a contribution of $45 per child per year. If not
already paid on your requirements list, an account for these amounts will be issued at the start of
the new year. The account is to be paid to the school office, and may be paid by cash or cheque,
made payable to Davallia Primary School.

Other Kindy Expenses
In addition to the expenses outlined above, Kindy classes take part in a variety of activities. These
activities include excursions, incursions, and class photos. Notes with more information will be
sent home, as the need arises.

Mealtimes at Kindy
Each child is required to bring one piece of fruit, vegetable, or cheese, sultanas, dried fruit, olives
etc to share each day during Term One. NO NUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS PLEASE. Children will
also need to bring a clearly labelled drink bottle filled with water only please. Fruit is cut up each
day and shared at fruit time. From Term Two onwards children will need to bring their own fruit in
labelled containers. Keep an eye out for notes sent home which contain further information.
Please send along a healthy well-balanced lunch. A sandwich, piece of fruit and a healthy treat will
suffice. Please note there is only twenty minutes to eat, so ensure that there is not too much in
your child’s lunchbox.

Uniform
Our Kindy kids wear the school uniform daily. The school uniform shop is now located in
Joondalup. There is an order form attached. Our onsite shop is open on Wednesday afternoons,
between 2.30pm until 3.00pm and Friday mornings, between 9.00am and 9.30am. The onsite shop
carries hats, bags and other assorted items. Order forms are available from the school office and
the uniform shop.

Kindy Bag
Please supply your child with a large bag so that they can fit all of their wonderful Kindy work in.
We will encourage your child to zip and unzip their bag independently. Please make sure a plastic
bag with a change of clothes (including socks) is included in case of accidents. Please note that
this does not only refer to toileting accidents. Please make sure all items are clearly labelled with
your child’s name.
Please get into the habit of checking your child’s Kindy bag every Kindy day. This is extremely
important as notes, information and masterpieces are sent home in school bags. Notes need to be
read and returned to school as soon as possible and this helps to avoid misinformation or a
breakdown in communication.

Roster
There are many opportunities for you to be a part of the Kindy program! Early in 2018 your
classroom teacher will hold another parent meeting to explain general housekeeping and details of
the parent roster. A typical parent roster could include completing an activity with each child,
sharing fruit and quality time with your child at fruit time and then a bit of preparation assistance
while the children play outside. As we really value your assistance, it is preferable for younger
siblings to not attend.
Additionally, there is a fruit roster during Term One. Cutting up the fruit is a quick job and it may be
that you only have twenty minutes to spare, before heading off to work or other commitments!
Please consider putting your name on our fruit roster to help us out with this.
These rosters will be on the classroom window for you to fill out. Grandparents are more than
welcome to come along on roster too.
Rest Time
A rest time will be provided each day after lunch. This does not mean ‘a sleep’, and each child will
need to rest quietly on their personal pillow. It is a brief period before moving on to the afternoon’s
activities. During this time, an interactive story, song, video clip etc, relevant to the Kindy program
may be played. Rest time is designed to ‘refresh the batteries’ in order to help the children last the
rest of the day.
Birthdays
We love to celebrate each student’s birthday at Kindy. You may wish to bring in some cupcakes or
similar treats to share with your child’s Kindy friends. If you wish to hand out birthday invitations,
please hand them to a staff member. They will be discreetly handed out at the end of the Kindy
day.

Laundry Roster
Another way we ask the Kindy families to help us, is with a Laundry Roster. Please wash, dry and
fold the washing in the bag when it is sent with your child. Thank you in advance – we really do
appreciate your help with duties such as this.

Arrivals and Pickup procedures
Arrival and departure is from the classroom door. It will open at 8:40am. Please wait with your
child until the door opens. Bring them inside and assist them to independently prepare for the day.
They will need to put their fruit in the fruit bowl, their water bottle on the tray and their lunchbox in
the shelf. They may need to organise other items too – library bags, etc and may need assistance
to hold their things.
If your child will be picked up by someone other than a parent, please write the relevant information
into the Kindy book. This prevents delays when the person arrives to pick your child up. You may
also wish to mention it to a member of staff.
If your child needs to be picked up early, please sign them out at the office before coming to the
classroom. Your child can not be released until this has been done. Also, if your child is absent,
please notify the school office.

Personal toys and jewellery
It would be appreciated if personal toys and jewellery remain at home.

Book Borrowing
Your child will borrow a book from the Library, beginning in Term One. Please ensure you model
positive reading behaviours at home when sharing this book with your child.

Portfolios
Each Semester, your child will bring home their A3 portfolio. Within this portfolio there will be many
samples of your child’s wonderful work and together with their Semester Report, will give you an
excellent indication of how your child is doing at Kindy.
After the children bring it home in Term Two, please send it back in Term Three – with their work
still inside – so that it can be filled with Semester Two’s work. This will become a cherished
memento of your child’s first year at school, and something for you to treasure for years to come.

Davallia Early Learning Centre
Kindergarten Personal Requirements 2018

Please supply:
*

Large backpack (as detailed within this booklet)

*

Pillow/Cushion (approx 30x30cm)

*

Recyclable grocery bag (green bag) for pillow to be stored in

*

Spare set of clothing, including socks and underwear.

*

Lunchbox

*

Drink bottle

*

Wide-brimmed sun-safe hat (available from Uniform shop)

* It is very important to clearly label all of your child’s belongings.
* You would have also received a list of resources your child will need to bring in time for the beginning of the Kindy
year.

Notes

Davallia Primary School
6 Juniper Way
Duncraig WA 6023
Telephone: 9447 6633
Facsimile: 9448 6366
School Absentees Mobile 0408 924 839
davallia.ps@det.wa.edu.au

