
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 14     16th August 2018 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

At last week’s assembly, very powerful messages were delivered by our Year 4/5 Students from 
B5.  Their theme was focussed on Anti-Bullying 
and accepting people for who they are.  Their 
finale was the singing of a song written by Bars 
and Melody, two young boys from England.  
‘Hopeful’, a golden buzzer performance on 
Britain’s Got Talent, is a recount of the bullying 
one of the boys endured before moving to  
another school. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=g3Rf5qDuq7M    Congratulations to 
B5 and Miss Speers on a great performance 
and a very important message to us all.   
 

Interschool Cross Country Champions – 
2016, 2017 & 2018! 
That’s right…. We are the champions!  What an amazing result 
by Davallia Primary School at last week’s Interschool Cross 
Country event.  Our team performed fantastically to once 
again hold the shield here at Davallia PS.  Well done to each 
and every competitor, to Mrs Lewington and Mr Perry and to 
all staff who have supported our team.  More information can be found as an attachment to this 
newsletter. 
 

Open Night – Thursday 23rd August 2018 
Our annual Book Week will be held during the week commencing 20th August 2018.  This is a 
fantastic opportunity so see the many things happening in classrooms across the school.  The 
whole school is open for viewing so please feel comfortable to enter each and every classroom.  
Classes will be open from 6pm and performances commence sharply at 7pm in the Under     
Covered Area. 
 

Book Week 
Well Book Week is certainly shaping up to be a heap of fun.  There are lots of activities to occur 
with incursions and school based fun to be had.  The Book Fair is also on so please visit the    
Library during the week and purchase some books or novelty items.  Just ask the kids as they 
will know exactly what they would like!  All funds raised through the Book Fair returns directly 
to the Library.  Have you seen our Library?  It’s awesome so please visit and marvel at the work 
Mrs Elissa Baker has undertaken to create an underwater world.  
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  
One Big Voice Extravaganza 
We wish our Senior Choir and Miss Agnello the very best for tomorrow’s performances at the One 
Big Voice Extravaganza at the Perth Arena.  They have been rehearsing very well and are extremely 
excited at the opportunity to perform as part of a 4000 strong student choir!  We are also very    
excited for Laeticia Greenwell, Ella Scott and Amelia Wakelam who hold special individual roles 
comparing and singing.  Best wishes to all involved. 
 
Lapathon – Date TBA 
The long awaited announcement came last week    
regarding this year’s Lapathon.  It going to be           
different! It’s going to be heaps of fun!  It’s going to be 
messy!  It’s going to be a Colour Run!  So come on  
Davallia, start thinking about your sponsors for this 
fantastic event.  We are challenging all students to find 
a minimum of 5 x $5 sponsors for the event. 
More information to come! 
 
REMINDER - NEW SCHOOL UNIFORM TRANSITION 
Just a reminder at the conclusion of 2018, the old styled school uniform will not form part of our 
school uniform and only the new styled uniform will be worn to school.  Parents are requested to 
plan to acquire the new styled uniform, including Faction shirt, during the course of this year.  The 
old uniform is no longer available for sale through the school. 
 

What a good Sport!  
We certainly like to have a bit of fun at Davallia Primary and our 
staff and students are always very good sports with the fun we 
have.  Well done to Andrew F, who recently made a bet with me on 
the outcome of the Western Derby.  Unfortunately for Andrew,  
being a Fremantle supporter, he became the new West Coast     
Eagles mascot for our last assembly.  Good on you Andrew for    
being a man of your word, being a good sport and dressing up    
appropriately.  He did have a message to the audience about what 
he had learnt though…..’Don’t make bets with Mr O’Neill!” 
 
Have a great fortnight. 
 
John O’Neill 
Principal 
 
 
Important Dates 

 
Friday 17th August  One Big Voice – Perth Arena 
Monday 20th August  Book Week commences 
Wednesday 22nd August Pyjama Day 
Thursday 23rd August  B1 Assembly  
     Open Night 

 
 

 



SAFETY HOUSE SHOW 
On Monday 3rd September our school will once again host The Safety House Show .  The show is 
entertaining and educational and is designed to promote the Safety House message.  It can help 
Primary School children become more aware of their personal safety and how to deal with difficult 
situations.  The show will help children identify how a stranger might try to influence them, offer 
some strategies on how to deal with bullies and advise children on what to do if they ever get lost, 
scared or hurt. 

 
HAVE YOUR SAY! 
At the recent Davallia Primary School Board meeting, the Board decided to investigate adding     
additional uniform items that will complement the range that is currently offered.  We’d love to 
know your opinion on the proposed additional items. 
Please complete the survey located at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5MQM6YV . 
 
The survey closes at 9 am on Thursday 30th August. 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Modern Pencil 
In 2019 NAPLAN will move to an online assessment across Australia. Every child in Years 3, 5, 7 and 
9 will be completing their NAPLAN assessments in Numeracy, Language Conventions and Reading 
using either a tablet, laptop or PC. Writing will be completed by our Year Threes on paper as usual 
but our Year Fives will be typing their written pieces for the assessment. 
The infrastructure we have in place to ensure NAPLAN Online works next year will be tested soon. In 
late August or early September, the Department will run a readiness test so we can see where we 
may need to improve before May next year. Such things as bandwidth, wireless coverage and hard-
ware will be put under a load simulating the kind of activity we will require for real in 2019. We will 
find out whether one, two or three classes will be able to reliably access the NAPLAN web browser 
at the same time on our network. Based on this year’s numbers, we expect to be running NAPLAN 
with three classes of Year Threes and two classes of Year Fives in 2019 and we’ll need to know how 
best to timetable this as well as what sort of network activity we will need to cut during NAPLAN 
testing. 
Last week we rolled out 35 new PCs running Windows10 to supplement the 48 notebooks we leased 
in Semester 1. The P&C has been very supportive over years with their funding and it has meant we 
have been able to commit funds to upgrading the hardware in the school. The 2018 P&C also paid 
for 32 new iPads this month that can, if needed, be used to administer NAPLAN too. 
At the same time that we are readying and testing our infrastructure within the school we are busily 
investigating typing software with the aim of upskilling our students in word processing. Year Fives 
will be required to use a keyboard to complete their NAPLAN writing. Right now children from Year 
One to Six have been trialling ‘Typing Tournament Online’. Students can log on at home and school 
to practice their typing. I encourage parents to have look at what their children are up to. 
There will be more information coming home leading up to infrastructure and software testing. For 
the remainder of this year the students who have already done their NAPLAN will be helping us with 
the simulations. In 2019 it will be the new cohorts of Year Threes and Fives who will sit the NAPLAN 
Online.  
It has involved a lot of work and careful planning but we are confident that NAPLAN Online will run 
without a hitch. Fortunately, other local schools have trialled NAPLAN Online before us and are 
sharing their knowledge. By telling us of their mistakes and discoveries they made, we can avoid 
making most errors ourselves. Such a big change in how we administer NAPLAN is actually pretty 
exciting. We now look forward to tackling the challenges and to getting our students ready for what 
will be a very new but positive experience. 

Mark Leaning  
Associate Principal 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  
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S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  ( c o n t i n u e d )  
Exciting New Resources! 
Thanks to the very hard work of our fabulous Davallia P&C we have recently purchased new English 
and STEM resources to the value of $27000 ($23000 being STEM and $4000 being English). What an 
amazing contribution to our students’ learning experiences across so many different areas of the 
curriculum.  
In our VLS, we now have a trolley full of 32 STEM iPads that will be loaded with apps to help teach-
ers and students access the Science and Technologies areas of the Western Australian Curriculum. 
These will be used with existing STEM resources such as the 17 new sets of Lego WeDo as well as 
Ozobots, Bee Bots, Dash & Dot, Sphero and many other fun and exciting hands-on resources. 
In the Junior years, keep an eye out for lots of new class and home reading books which will be ar-
riving very soon.   Once again, a big thankyou to the P&C Fundraising Committee for their awesome 
efforts in funding these fantastic resources for our school!  
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 Ozobots being used in B1, B2 & B3 

for a 3DCBD Maths Project. 

Parent Traps By Professor Matt Sanders 
 

It’s tough being a parent but it’s easy to fall into one of the common parenting traps.  
 

The criticism trap is when there are frequent power struggles with your child. The situations es-
calate from criticising to threatening and yelling. This type of discipline often backfires. The parent’s 
anger makes the child and parent resentful and hostile. If these kinds of battles take place fre-
quently, its time to try a new way of handling the situation. 

The “leave them alone” trap involves the parent simply not acknowledging their child when they 
are behaving well. If good behaviour is taken for granted it may be replaced with the misbehaviour 
that receives more attention. A basic principle of positive parenting is to praise behaviours you 
would like to see more often. 

The “for the sake of the children” trap occurs when parents in unhappy marriages stick doggedly 
to the same marriage routines, for the sake of the children, rather than addressing the problems 
constructively.  

The perfect parent trap. There is no such thing as a perfect parent and trying to be one will only 
lead to disappointment, resentment, guilt, and feelings of inadequacy.  

The martyr trap is one where parents become so over-involved in the task of parenting they ne-
glect their own needs. The parents’ relationship suffers and may end in feelings of dissatisfaction 
and resentment. Quality parenting can only happen when adults have their own lives in balance. 
 

Professor Matt Sanders is founder of the Triple P – Positive Parenting Program. For more information go to 
www.triplep-parenting.net  

http://www.triplep-parenting.net


BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. 
Qualified carers, great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. 
Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or 
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  
 
GLENDALE LITTLE ATHLETICS CLUB 
The Little Athletics 2018-19 season is upon us for Glendale Little Athletics Club. We train at Carine 
Open Space on Monday nights from 5 pm til 6.30 pm for all age groups (U7 - U17) and Wednesday 
nights from 5 – 6.30 pm for athletes in U10s and above. Competitions are on Saturday mornings at 
Charles Riley Reserve starting at 7.45 am. 
Please find below the dates for pre-registration for existing members and the registration date for 
new members. 
  

Pre-registration: 
 For exisiting members (of any club) only 
 12 noon Saturday, August 25 – 11.50 pm Sunday, August 26 on ResultsHQ website  
  

Open registration day: 
 For new and existing members 
 Saturday, September 1 9 am – 12 noon at Charles Riley Reserve (Wendling Road, North 
 Beach).  Look for the Glendale Little Athletics Clun committee members in the red shirts 
  

This is for all clubs under the Hamersley Centre, it provides an opportunity to give information 
about training, sight birth certificates, buy uniforms and sign up for club rosters. 
 Registrations will be open online, indefinitely after this date.  
 Online payments only (except kidsport applications). 
 Pre-season training dates will commence on Monday, September 3. 
 First day of competition commences on Saturday, October 6, 2018. 
 
SUBIACO MARIST CRICKET CLUB  
Welcome to the 2018/19 Subiaco Marist Cricket Club cricket season! We field teams for girls and 
boys aged from 5 – 17, and always keen to welcome new players. 
Our introductory Cricket Blasters programs are for kids new to cricket, teaching them the basics of 
cricket in a fun, safe and interactive way. Held at Newman College 5pm Fridays. 
We also have teams in each year level from under 10 to under 17, where young cricketers can     
develop their skills and enjoyment of the game, with mid-week training and games on Saturday or 
Sunday (depending on grade).  
The season starts in October and registrations are open now. Please register at: https://
www.playcricket.com.au/club-finder/club-details?Id=1449 (Registrations close Sept 5 for under 10-
17, and Oct 12 or earlier if the program is at capacity for Cricket Blasters). 
Please contact us at smccjuniors1@gmail.com with any queries. 

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  
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