
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 15     30th August 2018 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 
Congratulations to our Year 6 students from B1 who hosted last week’s assembly.  Their         
assembly had a little bit of everything - dancing, Book Week, Time Warps, Limericks, singing and 
we even learned something about one of the greatest treasures of the sea ……….. Orcas. 
Well done to B1, Mrs Lynch and Mrs Cadby on a terrific assembly. 
 

2018 Faction Athletics Champions – Marri! 
Well done to the Marri Army on being the 2018 Davallia Primary School Faction Athletics   
Champions.  They certainly performed very well over the athletics competitions and were      
deserving winners.  Being back to back champions is a great effort.  Thank you to our school 
community for coming out in huge numbers on the day.  Not only is this a great carnival, it is 
also a fantastic celebration of our school community. 
 
For all the results from the carnival, keep an eye out for the special ‘Carnival Edition’ of the 
newsletter, which will be published early next week. 
 
2018 Open Night 
A huge thank you to the school community for coming out in great numbers to support the 
2018 Open Night.  It was fantastic to see the pride the students had showing their work and 
classrooms to their parents and family members.  Thank you to the staff for the work given to 
ensuring classrooms were well presented and available to the entire community.  It was also 
lovely to see many 2019 Kindy parents in attendance, as well as a number of families from 
neighbouring schools. 
Thank you to the Year 6 students from B1 (Mrs Cadby and Mrs Lynch) and the Senior Choir (and 
Miss Agnello) who performed wonderfully on the night.  To our Head Boy and Head Girl, well 
done Brock and Mia on hosting the evening.  You spoke confidently and coordinated the     
evening beautifully.  
It was fantastic for our school community to see Jump Jam in action.  This has grown to be an 
activity looked forward to by the students and their enthusiasm was clearly on display during 
the night. 
I hope you were able to visit our amazing Library.  Well done to Mrs Baker for her innovation 
and creativity in transforming our School Library to an underwater environment full of hidden 
treasures!  Well done also to Mrs Rachel Ossebaar, Mrs Lynch and Mrs Baker (and a heap of 
other parents) on hosting the Book Fair. 
Finally, to our amazing P & C, thank you for providing the food and coffee on the night.  This was 
a large undertaking and greatly appreciated by the community. 
 
NAPLAN On-Line – Readiness Testing 
Davallia Primary School is well underway with preparing for the delivery of NAPLAN via an 
online platform (with the exception of Year 3 writing).  The school and P & C have invested sig-
nificant funds to ensure our students have the latest technology available to undertake these 
assessments.  Students in Years 3 and 5 will be engaging in some NAPLAN Online simulations 
next week as the School carries out readiness testing. The activities are not designed to gather 
information on our students. The purpose of the tests is to ascertain how well our network in-
frastructure will cope with NAPLAN Online 2019 and to detect areas that need addressing in the 
two terms leading up to actual assessment next year. 
More information to come. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  
New Gardener’s Shed 
This week saw the commencement of our new building program in this 
regard.  Our trusty (although dilapidated) existing Gardener’s Shed and 
sports store has been demolished to make way for the new   facilities.  
Construction will be completed by the end of this month. 
 
Our P & C 
I wish to recognise the consistent efforts given by our P & C to   
support the ventures of the school.  The Fundraising Committee 
have done a fantastic job in coordinating activities to raise funds 
and the community has supported their ventures unconditionally.  
The strength of our school is based on the notion of ‘Community’ 
and it is fantastic to see community spirit alive and well here at  
Davallia Primary School.  Please continue to support our P & C with 
their fundraising efforts, give them a pat on the back when you see 
them and consider how you may be able to provide support.   
 
Pre-Primary Fathers’ Day Evening 
Last Monday night, our Pre-Primary classes    
celebrated an early Fathers’ Day event with a 
night of fun and learning for the dads.  They 
were having a great night and enjoyed seeing 
their Dads and Granddads involved in the activi-
ties on offer.  They even got to do a Jump Jam 
with the kids!!  Well done to the Pre-Primary 
team for creating a great night for Fathers’ Day.  
 
2018 National School Opinion Survey 
Recently all parents were emailed a link to the National School Opinion Survey which is now open 
for community comment.  We value your opinions and would encourage you all to complete the 
survey and let us know the things you value and the opportunities which exist for us to continue to 
improve what we do at Davallia Primary School.  If you have misplaced this email, please contact 
Candi Nelson (Candi.Nelson@education.wa.edu.au) to receive the link again.  Survey closes Friday 
7th September 2018. 
 
Safety House Week 
Next week is Safety House Week and students are encouraged to wear something yellow on Mon-
day.  This could be as little as a hair scrunchy, yellow shirt or something else yellow. 
 
Have a great fortnight. 
 
John O’Neill 
Principal 
 
 
REMINDER - NEW SCHOOL UNIFORM TRANSITION 
Just a reminder at the conclusion of 2018, the old styled school uniform will not form part of our 
school uniform and only the new styled uniform will be worn to school.  Parents are requested to 
plan to acquire the new styled uniform, including Faction shirt, during the course of this year.  The 
old uniform is no longer available for sale through the school. 

mailto:Candi.Nelson@education.wa.edu.au


M r  L e a n i n g ’ s A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e s  

Rain or Shine 
Last Term, rain or shine, we saw the dedication of staff and students in preparing for the cross 
country events. In fog, drizzle and dim light, dozens of brave souls ran laps in the cold of the winter 
mornings. It paid off magnificently with the children of Davallia once again winning the interschool 
cross country competition earlier this term. So much effort, but such great reward. 
With the triumph of the cross country behind us, our staff and students have turned their attention 
to readying themselves for the individual events and team games of the approaching interschool 
athletics carnival. We have used every bit of time we can secure in what has been one of the wet-
test terms in memory. If you visit Davallia before school, during recess or during lunch, you’ll see 
squads of children catching, throwing, running and racing their way through team games and time 
trials. All the while they are being encouraged and pushed to achieve their best by dedicated teach-
ers giving up their time to coach them. We are all playing our part. 
In a few weeks it will be over and our attention will again shift to swimming lessons, camps, gradua-
tion and the talent quest. For now, though, it is all hands on deck to get Davallia ready for athletics 
competition. Practise makes perfect and we grab every moment of fine weather to run through 
events and refine the techniques in an effort to secure that little edge. 
Congratulations to all those staff and students who have combined their efforts to ready our school 
for competition. We know you will do your very best. Your commitment and perseverance through-
out this cold and wet couple of months has proven it.  
Good luck to all the competitors and enjoy representing your school. These moments are special 
and are very memorable. Take your opportunity and savour it.  
As always, we are so very proud of you all. 

Mark Leaning  
Associate Principal 

M r s  Ly n c h ’ s  M e s s a g e s  
Interschool Rotary Speaking Competition 
This year, our Senior students in Year 6 were invited to 
participate in the Rotary Speaking Competition.  This is a new 
innovation for Rotary and for our students.  At Davallia, all 
students were asked to create a speech based on an idea or 
topic that they felt passionate about which formed part of their 
speaking and listening assessment. Those students who wished 
to be considered for the competition created a speech that met 
the guidelines. After a host of entertaining and worthy speeches, 
our Davallian representative was chosen: Jazmin Russell, who 
spoke about Solar Car Technology, with runner up, Maya Newman, who spoke about Michelle 
Payne. On Monday 27th August, Jazmin competed against students from Carine Primary, Marmion 
Primary, North Beach Primary and Poynter Primary. Jazmin spoke clearly, confidently and with great 
passion and while we did not win this competition heat, Jazmin did us proud!  Well done Jazmin!! 
 
Fremantle Literacy Centre 
Our final Book Week activities have finished with the Fremantle Literacy Centre Picture Book/Visual 
Literacy activities finishing today.  Students have enthusiastically participated in exploring the     
journey of how the illustrator envisages the pictures; how they add depth and complexity to the 
narrative and how those pictures are created. Research has indicated that 
picture books are a   powerful way to enhance empathy using images and 
that was evident in the discussions with our 
Upper Primary Students.  Thanks to Beck and 
Jenny from the  Fremantle Literature Centre 
for their enthusiasm and inspiration.   



A  M u s i c a l  N o t e  

Amazing! Stunning! Superb! The Best! AWESOME! 
 
These are some the comments made by parents, friends, family and 
students after our Senior Choir’s performance in the 2018 One Big 
Voice Festival which was held at the prestigious Perth Arena on Fri-
day 17th August. 
Our dedicated choristers ‘sang up a storm’, singing as part of a HUGE 
massed choir of 4,000 students taken from 72 schools in WA – 
a once in a lifetime experience! All Senior Choir members rep-
resented Davallia PS beautifully both during rehearsal and dur-
ing the evening’s performance. They showcased twelve chal-
lenging, exciting pieces: One Big Voice, Smile, The World Song, 
Raining, Man In The Mirror, Coming Home, Pelican, A Child of 
This World, Skye Boat Song, Tomorrow Needs Us, We Cele-
brate and This Is Me. As a conductor and a One Big Voice Com-
mittee member it was an amazing, thrilling experience for me, 
too. It was a wonderful opportunity for me to conduct so 
many children who showed such joy on their faces, moved 
with gusto, and worked with a ‘dream team’ of terrifically talented 
Music Teachers who shared their love of music with all involved. 
Our sincere thanks goes to all your wonderful families, especially 
your parents, who were able to support us all on the day  - parent 
helpers, audience members, organising choir uniforms – the list 
could go on! Grazie infinite! A very special thanks goes to all your 
wonderful Teachers, especially our dynamic Mrs Lynch and delightful 
Mrs Matthew – without your ongoing support we could not have 
had  such a wonderful experience.  My heartfelt thanks goes to all 
Senior Choir members for their sharing their love of music, hard work 
and determination – we here at Davallia PS are very PROUD of you 
all , loved your recent Open Night performance, and can’t wait to see 
what musical magic you make next!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
NEWSFLASH!!  
Our Sensational Senior Choir, together with choirs from Duncraig and Glengarry Primary school has 
been asked to perform for the opening of the 2018 Joondalup Kaleidoscope Festival. 

 
Following a spectacular inaugural year in 2016, Kaleidoscope Festival (WA’s world-class light and 
illumination festival) returns for its third year, set to transform Joondalup City Centre into an ex-
traordinary wonderland of electrifying illumination and art. Over four evenings, Joondalup City Cen-
tre will become an interactive living, breathing entertainment hub -- a true ‘City of the Future’. Mu-
sic, food and family entertainment will commence at 5pm, and lights are on from 7.30pm to 
10.30pm. kaleidoscopefestival.com.au 
Our Performance will take place on Friday Evening, November 2nd from 5.00- 6.00 pm.   
More details will follow in Term Four. 
Remember to save the date, as it promises to be an event not to be missed! 

 
Anna Agnello 

Music Specialist 



F r e n c h  N e w s  

During Languages Week, each French class completed a short survey. We were trying to discover 
how many languages were spoken by families at Davallia. Many students presented some enchant-
ing orals in various languages, which included greetings and counting. Students also came up with 
some foreign phrases, such as the one which meant “Stop messing about, you two.” When our tally 
was completed, we discovered there were thirty-four languages spoken. Some amazing students 
had each parent speaking a separate language. Incroyable, n’est ce pas? For your interest, the most 
common were: Italian, Indonesian, German Afrikaans, Mandarin and Dutch. The list of languages 
can be seen outside the French room along with our TOFA sticker competition finalists and runners 
up.  The Year Sixes have completed two research projects, and the students who scored well were 
treated to a petit déjeuner of chocolat chaud and pain au chocolat. C’était délicieux! 

Mme Richardson 
French Specialist 

Dealing with Disappointment By Professor Matt Sanders 

Despite what certain sport shoe commercials might have you believe, life isn’t always about       
winning. 
It is equally important for the development of healthy self-esteem that children learn how to deal 
with disappointment.  
As a reaction to not getting what they want, such as being chosen for a team, children may      
sometimes put themselves down, saying things like:  “I’m dumb”, “you hate me” or “I’m just       
stupid”. If this happens, try to avoid being too sympathetic. Instead encourage your child to try 
again after the set-back and to enjoy the activity or game even if they aren’t the winner.  
Rather than simply reassuring your child that everything will be okay, you can help your child      
develop their own sense of worth by letting them know that you understand their feelings of      
disappointment and that you are there to help them work out a reasonable way of dealing with 
that disappointment. 
Remember too, when you’re helping your child with an activity or with homework concentrate on 
effort not results. Praising your child for trying and making an improvement will motivate them to 
continue trying at a difficult task. 
Professor Matt Sanders is founder of the Triple P – Positive Parenting Program®. For more           
information go to www.triplep-parenting.net 

Thank you to all those who contributed their time towards the P&C stalls at Faction Carnival yester-
day.  If you took the time to bake and donate, gave your time to serve, spent your time preparing 
stalls or shared your time between cheering and packing away it is very much appreciated.  Special 
thanks to Claire, Lucy, Eli, Andrea, Julie and all those on the fundraising committee who pulled to-
gether the planning and preparation and to Bec for drawing up the rosters to make sure all bases 
were covered on the day. With some many wonderful Davallians giving their time, it made the en-
tire day such an enjoyable time for everyone. 

Nicole Durrant 
P&C President 

P & C  N e w s  



BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. 
Qualified carers, great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. 
Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or 
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  
 
SORRENTO LITTLE ATHLETICS REGISTRATION 2018 
SATURDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 9am-12pm 
Clubrooms Wendling Rd North Beach 
Bring birth certificate or passport, registration fees online $225 
Club training Monday 5-630pm Robin Reserve Sorrento 
Come and Try option available 
Kidsport voucher welcome 
SORRENTO CLUB competes at the HAMERSLEY CENTRE on Saturday Mornings 

kristyaxworthy@iinet.net.au 
www.hamersleyaths.com  

CALLING ALL CRICKETERS—GIRLS AND BOYS 

Registrations for the 2018-19 Cricket season are now open 
at the Doubleview Carine Cricket Club. All ages are invited 
to register to play at www.dcjcc.wa.cricket.com.au, and 
click on the “Register to Play" link. We continue to offer 
great cricket programs and a dedicated girls program.  
 
SORRENTO DUNCRAIG JUNIOR CRICKET CLUB 
Registrations for the upcoming 2018/19 cricket season are 
now open. 
Competitions include Junior Blasters (5 - 7yo), Master 
Blasters (7 - 10yo), Boys and Girls Junior Competition U10 to U17, 
Girls only Perth Scorchers competition U11/U13/U15/U17 
Visit Sorrento Duncraig Junior Cricket Club to register online via 
http://sdjcc.wa.cricket.com.au/home.aspx? OR https://www.facebook.com/sdjccwa/ 

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  
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