
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 5     11th April 2019 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

There is an old saying that ‘time flies when you’re having fun’.  Well if that is true, Term 1 has 
been an awesome term full of lots of great work and heaps of fun as it has gone so fast.  Our 
school is about developing the whole child.  It is about academic development and equally    
important, it’s about social, emotional and physical development.  Our goal is to provide a   
quality, balanced education for your children.  We are already looking forward to Term 2 and 
the challenges and opportunities which it will present. 
 

ANZAC Service 
Today we held an ANZAC Service remembering those who have given service to our country in 
all wars and in peace keeping activities and recognised those who made the ultimate sacrifice.  
We are always privileged to have in attendance a number of ex-service personnel from the 
North Beach RSL.  Their attendance brings an authenticity and a human face to our service. It 
was lovely to see a number of students who hold membership with a service group eg Cubs, 
Brownies, Scouts or Girl Guides, wearing their uniforms.   
A dawn service is held each year at 5.30am at the Memorial, Charles Riley Reserve, North 
Beach.  If you have not attended this service before, I would encourage you to attend.   
 

Book Week 
Well done to Mrs van Waaijenburg, Mrs Lynch, Mrs Baker and 
the P & C, on hosting yet another very successful Scholastic 
Book Fair.  There was certainly a buzz around the Library this 
week.  Thank you to our school community for your continued 
support of our school Book Fairs. 
 

P & C Meeting – Budget Meeting 
A strong turnout was achieved at last week’s P & C Meeting 
where the P & C set targets for fundraising ventures.  During 
2019, the P & C has identified approximately $53,000 worth of projects to be funded and have 
planned a range of activities to achieve this goal.  More information will be published in the next 
newsletter. 
I wish to thank Eli Caiacob, P & C President, the executive and all members of the P & C for   
their vision and commitment in this regard.  Your individual and collective efforts are greatly 
appreciated. We also welcome Darryn Jones to the role of Vice President and look forward to 
his contributions to the executive of the P & C. 
 

School Discos – Last Friday Night 
From all accounts, last Friday’s discos were a great hit amongst the kids and the parents.  Lots of 
students attended and were thoroughly entertained by a new DJ.  A massive thank you to our 
new Disco Queens in Karen South and Nikki Meredith, who held a very successful first disco! 
Well done. 
 

No Dogs on the School Site  
Parents are again directed to ensure all dogs are not brought into the school grounds.  All dogs, 
irrespective of size, age, breed or cuteness, are not permitted within the school boundary.  
Should it be of paramount importance for you to bring your dog to school for drop off or pick 
up, and you intend to leave your dog tied up, your dog should be tied up on the boundary of the 
school and away from thoroughfares (eg pathways, gates).  Should you intend to stay with your 
dog, then the expectation is the dog will be on a lead and this will also occur at the boundary of 
the school.  Primarily, this direction is given in the best interests of our students and community 
but also it is given in the best interest of your dog.  Your support in this regard is expected. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  
Easter Hat Parade 
Yesterday, our K3 – Year 2 students were proudly          
parading their Easter Hat creations.  This annual event is 
certainly well looked forward to by the students and their 
creativity in design never ceases to amaze me.  Well done 
to the Kindy parents who did a great job in creating your 
children’s Easter Hats at home!  Thank you to all staff   
involved and to the many parents in attendance. 
I actually think there were more phones in attendance 
that kids LOL!  Further to this, our P & C were on hand, 
providing the opportunity to purchase coffee from our 
own school barista and providing a morning tea for those 
parents who attend.  Thank you to the P & C for your support of the Easter Hat Parade! 
 

Smart Snacks 
Well done to our Year 6 students who held Smart Snacks sales at recess today and on Tuesday.  
Smart Snacks is a Year 6 activity, as part of Health Week, where they work in groups to create a 
healthy snack.  This activity also includes creative design elements and marketing strategies includ-
ing advertising jingles.  I must say they were excellent and the snacks were delicious and a great hit 
with the school!  Great job! 
 

Exploring STEM at Home (Kindy – Year 2) 
The world of STEM is an exciting, challenging and interesting world. STEM is an approach to learning 
and development that integrates the areas of science, technology, engineering and mathematics.  
Through STEM, children learn to explore, take calculated risks, test solutions, ask questions, think 
creatively and work together.  However, many parents may not realise how easy it is to explore the 
world of STEM at home.  Below is a link to a simple resource to assist parents with STEM at home.  I 
hope you find it helpful.  https://www.education.wa.edu.au/documents/43634991/0/
Exploring+STEM+at+Home.pdf/ce66a6b0-ff13-342e-9ef8-243bad3e8bd2  
 

Absence from School 
Did you know Davallia Primary Schools enjoys an excellent attendance rate from our students.  On 
average during 2018, our students achieved a 95.2% attendance rate.  This is fantastic and reflects 
the importance and value our school community holds in this regard.  This week letters were for-
warded home to all parents with students who had unexplained absences.  As it is an Education Act 
requirement for all absences from school to be explained and approved, it would be appreciated if 
you could complete the required information and return it to school.  
 

Day 1 Term 2 for Students 
Please be aware the school term commences for students on Tuesday 30th April 2019. As previ-
ously advised, Monday 29th April is a School Development Day and students do not attend school on 
this day. Staff will be attending professional learning regarding writing. 
 

School Board Membership – Vacancies 
I wish to inform the school community of three Parent Representative positions which have become 
available for parents to consider applying for.  Mr Adrian Fuller (Interim Chairperson) and Mrs Kat 
Perincek have concluded their tenure on the school Board, as has Mrs Robyn O’Neill (former Chair-
person).  I wish to recognise the commitment and leadership brought to the Board during their ten-
ure.  I would like to call for nominations from interested parents who may wish to be considered for 
appointment to the Board.  Former Board members are most welcome to apply.  Should more than 
three nominations be received, election to the Board will come from a public vote.   
A specific email  with further information will be forwarded to all families before the end of the 
school term with nominations closing at 3.10pm on Friday 3rd May 2019.  All nomination must be 
sent via email to John.Oneill@education.wa.edu.au  

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/documents/43634991/0/Exploring+STEM+at+Home.pdf/ce66a6b0-ff13-342e-9ef8-243bad3e8bd2
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/documents/43634991/0/Exploring+STEM+at+Home.pdf/ce66a6b0-ff13-342e-9ef8-243bad3e8bd2
mailto:John.Oneill@education.wa.edu.au


P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

NAPLAN Public Demonstration Site 
For parents who may not have visited the NAPLAN public demonstration site, I’ve included the link 
in today’s newsletter. (See below.) If your child is in Year Three or Five this year it will give you some 
idea of what they will be experiencing in Weeks Three and Four of next term. For parents with chil-
dren of any age, it will help you to get a better understanding of the computer skills your child will 
need to develop to complete NAPLAN online in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. 
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site 
 

Staff and Community Thanks  
I wish to again thank the school community for your support of school ventures and P & C initia-
tives.  There is always something interesting happening at our school which our students are excit-
ed and enthused about.  There is not a week that goes by where members of our school community 
are not investing time in our school. This is why we have a strong community feel about our school.  
The measure of a great school is not the infrastructure or grounds but more so, great schools are 
about the community which the school serves, the investment of the community in the school and 
the enjoyment that is gleaned from being involved.  To our school community, I wish you a relaxing 
holiday period with your children.  You deserve it! 
 

To my staff, thank you so much for your professionalism and dedication to your roles.  You each 
hold an important part of our school through the work you do.  Each of you commits extensive 
amounts of out of school time to your roles and I am always appreciative of your efforts.  Our 
school staff are a team.  We work well together and celebrate success together.  Thank you for your 
efforts this term.  I trust you too will have an enjoyable holiday period. 
 

Have a great break. 
 

John O’Neill 
Principal 
 

Important Dates 
Friday 12th April  Last Day Term 1 
Monday 29th April School Development Day – Students do not attend 
Tuesday 30th April Day 1 Term 2 for Students 
Monday 3th June  WA Day Public Holiday 
Friday 5th July  Last Day Term 2 

Valuing Uniqueness 
Whenever I’m asked about the school I work in, I proudly declare it is a very special place. It is a 
place where tolerance and respect are paramount. It is a school where we all value uniqueness. 
There exists a quality of acceptance and friendliness across the year levels where kindness is ex-
pected and enjoyed. 
One of the best ways to learn tolerance and respect and to encounter uniqueness, is in the class-
room and in the playground. Children don’t make assumptions about other children and will happi-
ly adjust to accommodate peers who they see are struggling to fit in. For as long as I have been 
teaching and leading at Davallia I have been impressed with how considerate and caring our stu-
dents are. Davallians of all ages actively include others and embrace new kids with enthusiasm. 
On the whole, the world in 2019 is a pretty intolerant place. There are daily reports of people disre-
specting and treating each other badly because they simply don’t share the same view. A large pro-
portion of our population just can’t accept any kind of uniqueness or difference in others. Too many 
of them expect everyone to think, dress, and behave, just like themselves.  
Kids, don’t have such expectations. Children accept difference, if they even notice it. Children don’t 
discriminate. 
The adults that the children become will shape the world and how we respect each other’s unique-
ness. There is hope for a future where everyone is treated equally, where no one is discriminated 
against. If the world is to change, it will start with the children. 
Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site


H e a l t h  We e k  

Health week was in full swing last week! 
Monday morning we had our Jump Jamathon led by our Year 6 Jump Jam team leaders.  
K and PP students participated in their Hospital Familiarisation Program on Monday and Tuesday. 
They had fun discussing and role playing different hospital scenarios. 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
Healthy Breakfast followed. with lots of children from Kindy to year 6 enjoying cereal, milk and 
fresh fruit with their friends. A BIG thank you to Carine IGA for supplying the cereal and milk and 
another BIG thank you to the Fall family for supplying the fruit. It was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Thursday A5 entertained us with their ‘Healthy’ Assembly where we heard 
lots of fabulous suggestions to ensure we stay healthy and happy.  
Then on Thursday and Friday our Mad Food Scientist, Lauren Symes, led us 
through a journey of analysing what we eat, showed us how we can avoid eating 
foods that are not good for us and how we can change our diet to include a Rain-
bow of foods daily. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all members of the Health Committee – Christine Lane, Shelley Murnane, Denise 
Lynch, Julie Ryan and Tanneal Burch and all staff who helped throughout the week. 
 
Mrs Trenna Lewington  



BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. 
Qualified carers, great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. 
Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or 
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

KAPTURE PHOTO ORDERS 
Following our recent school photography by Kapture, you can now view and order any special    
photos taken this year. When visiting www.kapture.com.au/event you will need to enter our school 

code under the Sports & Event tab to access the gallery – Code:RN2ECY 
 
CONGRATULATIONS KOBI 
Kobi competed in his first State Championships 
for Karate last weekend   Kobi had an excellent 
day, achieving 5th in the State for Kata and a 
Bronze Medal in Kumite, with  one ref’s flag being 
the difference between silver and bronze.   
Kobi will be chasing a Gold next year, with an   
invitation to the National Competition being his 
goal.  Well done Kobi! 

Stirling Basketball Slam Series 

Twenty year 6 students (ten boys and ten girls) were chosen to represent Davallia PS in the 2019 
Stirling School Slams Basketball series held on Tuesday, 2nd April at Warwick Stadium. 
This one-off primary school basketball competition focuses on promoting basketball participation in 
a fun and safe environment, promoting local sporting facilities and clubs and provides a pathway for 
students to participate in the sport. 
As part of three hundred children, Davallia’s two teams took to the court looking very stylish and 
proved themselves to be quite the opposition. 
Overall the boy’s team finished third and the girl’s team finished fourth. 
A big thank you to Travis Leaver for coaching the boy’s team. Your efforts were greatly appreciated. 
Thank you also to the parents/grandparents/friends who supported our teams throughout the day. 
Mrs Trenna Lewington 
Physical Eduation Specialist 

 

C o m m u n i t y  

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kapture.com.au%2Fevent&data=02%7C01%7CCandi.Nelson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C3ac51e0e354444db512508d6b64d0486%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C636896839715712866&sdata=WFBxv34aa9O

