
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 7     23rd May 2019 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Congratulations to our Senior Students from B2 who hosted our assembly today and also B1 
who joined them on stage for their final class assembly at Davallia PS.  Looking fantastic in their 
flairs and fluoro colours, they sang and danced their way through the assembly to the music of 
the Swedish super group ABBA.  Reflecting on their time at Davallia PS and their roles as school 
leaders, they once again led by example.  It was an ABBAsolutely perfect way to celebrate their 
journey at Davallia PS. Well done to B2 and B1, and also to Mrs Lewington, Mrs Cadby and     
Mrs Lynch. 

 
 
2019 Kindergarten Enrolments 
Kindy enrolments close on Friday 26th July 2019 (Week 1 Term 3). 
Candi has already been run off her feet with school tours for prospective parents/students and 
we have already received quite a number of applications.  Parents are requested to let all 
friends, family and neighbours know enrolments are open and filling fast.  Remember, Kindy is 
probably the only opportunity for students from outside the local intake area to be considered 
for enrolment.  Our target is 60 enrolments for 2020.  Should anyone have any questions, please 
direct them to Candi Nelson ( Candi.Nelson@education.wa.edu.au  ). 
 
Semester 1 Student Achievement Reports  
Student reports will be issued on Wednesday 3rd July 2019.  This year, all reports (with the    
exception of Kindy) will be issued electronically and delivered via email.  Kindy will issue their 
usual paper based report as we do not use the DOE template. Parents are requested to ensure 
their email details are current. 
 
School Parking 
Parking around the school continues to be a concern for the school, for our neighbours and for 
parents who do the right thing and park in the appropriate places.  Some parking practices of 
parents are simply dangerous. Parents are again reminded to only park in approved areas in 
accordance to the City of Joondalup (COJ) Parking Bylaws.  Following a number of recent      
complaints, I have requested the attendance of the COJ Rangers to patrol the school. Further to 
this, the COJ also have vehicles with licence plate recognition technologies who also issue      
infringement notices.  They too have been in attendance at school. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  
Dress as a Pirate Day – 31st May 2019 (Gold Coin Donation) 
Ahoy Me Hearties!  
Join in the fun on Friday 31st May 2019 and 
come to school dressed as a Pirate.  Dress 
as a Pirate Day raises important funds to 
support the research and hope for a cure 
of Childhood Brain Cancer.  So dust off 
your Captain Jack wig, don the old         
bandana, grab your scungy parrot and 
grow a menacing beard to get into the 
spirit of the day.  There will be whole of 
school STEM activities planned as well as 
lots of fun within individual classrooms.  
We would also love to see the odd Parent 
Pirate at drop off or pick up!  Last time, Mr 
Leaning and I went to a neighbouring 
school to abduct their Principal!  I wonder what we might just do this year?   
Come on…. bring out your inner Pirate! Arrrrgh, don’t forget your gold coin donation! 
 
NAPLAN Online 
Firstly, well done to Mark Leaning and Sunny Kendrick for managing our first year of NAPLAN 
Online.  They have been outstanding in problem solving any issues that have arisen, dealing with 
each and every one in a slick and stealth-like manner.   Generally, for us at Davallia PS, it went very 
well although not without the same frustrations experienced by many school, albeit not to the same 
extent.  All disruptions experienced were beyond of the schools control, related to connectivity with 
the NAPLAN platform and experienced only in Year 5 Writing at Davallia PS.  Although minimal in 
duration, 24 out of 58 students experienced a time disruption during the Year 5 NAPLAN Writing 
assessment.  This ranged between 30 seconds and 4 minutes 21 seconds. In the best interest of  
fairness for all students, all Year 5 students will be offered the opportunity to re-sit the Year 5 
NAPLAN Writing assessment, via pen and paper, should they wish to. 
Davallia PS, with the support of our P & C, invested heavily in new hardware for students to use, put 
in processes and practices to guarantee sufficient bandwidth was maintained during key times and 
also invested heavily in training and professional learning to ensure we were in the best position to 
deliver NAPLAN Online in the most efficient and stress free mode as possible.  
 
Federal Election Day – 18th May 2019 
Congratulations to our P & C for holding a very successful fundraising event on this day.  From     
Democracy Sausages, coffee, bacon and egg rolls through to books, plants and toys, our P & C did a 
fantastic job.  Thank you to the many volunteers who happily came out to work on the day.  In    
particular, well done to the Fundraising Committee for your leadership in this regard. The day raised 
a very healthy $2600! 
 
Balls on the School Roof 
I know, this is the most pressing question to be answered in Education at present.  Whose job is it 
to get the balls from the roof? For the record, Gardeners and all Department of Education staff are 
not permitted to climb onto the roof at all as they do not hold qualifications to work at heights.  
The direction from the Department of Education is to wait until a suitably qualified tradesperson 
attends the school and request they check for balls on the roof. 
So, should your child wish to bring their prized possession to school to play with, they do so at their 
own risk knowing it stays on the roof until a tradesperson attends the school and is kind enough to 
get them down.  Parents also are not permitted to climb onto the roof to retrieve balls. 



Dreams come true with Perseverance 
Recently one of our former Davallians got his shot at performing at one of the highest levels in 
sport in WA.  Jack Mayo did himself proud representing Subiaco Football Club in his first WAFL 
game and even kicked one of the match winning goals.  Through perseverance, Jack has overcome 
injury setbacks but is living proof you can achieve your goals with a strong work ethic, a determined 
approach and belief in yourself.  Our congratulations are extended to Jack on such a great    
achievement. 

 
http://www.subiacofc.com.au/news/17023/mayo-lives-dream-debut?
fbclid=IwAR2ym71VA_DdwtevS0KKwPdIH_ZztTGzxKXGJb0TrQjTpFlXx5MnkQDwDTc 
 
Have a great fortnight 
 

John O’Neill 
Principal 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  
NAPLAN now offline 
NAPLAN is over for another year. This year’s testing was conducted online (Apart from the Year 
Three Writing component} and we successfully completed all the assessments within the two-week 
period allotted.  
As you are aware, Davallia has been preparing for NAPLAN Online for the last 18 months. Mrs 
Kendrick and I trained as leaders and gained expertise in the platform, network management and 
PC troubleshooting. Over that last year and a half, we have had the opportunity to test our readi-
ness repeatedly with DOE support. We also had the good fortune to learn from those who had been 
in the trial schools and had a solid idea of what sort of things might be an issue for us this year. In 
the end we were well prepared, and our students were presented with a positive experience. 
It didn’t always go as well as we anticipated, but compared to some of the stories we have been 
hearing about the experiences of other schools, we emerged largely unscathed. The 'system wide 
glitch' reported in the media didn’t significantly impact on our school. We were able to address eve-
rything that occurred on our network promptly and satisfactorily. Through a bit of trial and error on 
the first days of testing, Mrs Kendrick and I developed a robust and reliable methodology that we 
will employ next year with confidence. Overall I’m sure that students found the experience pretty 
painless. A few even said it was fun. 
With P&C support over recent years we have made it a priority to invest in the latest hardware. In 
the last year we have purchased thirty-five PCs for the VLS, forty-eight notebooks and charging trol-
leys, over seventy sets of headphones, nearly fifty mice and plenty of power boards, extension 
cords and storage containers. We also spent a considerable amount of money upgrading the infra-
structure required to support up to three classes accessing NAPLAN Online at the same time. 50% 
of the students were connected wirelessly during NAPLAN this year. I’m pleased to feed back that 
the hardware and network held up well throughout the test period. At one point we had sixty-six 
children completing NAPLAN Online simultaneously without incident. Importantly, all this invest-
ment will provide reliability and flexibility for all computer based activity in our Library area for 
years to come. 

http://www.subiacofc.com.au/news/17023/mayo-lives-dream-debut?fbclid=IwAR2ym71VA_DdwtevS0KKwPdIH_ZztTGzxKXGJb0TrQjTpFlXx5MnkQDwDTc
http://www.subiacofc.com.au/news/17023/mayo-lives-dream-debut?fbclid=IwAR2ym71VA_DdwtevS0KKwPdIH_ZztTGzxKXGJb0TrQjTpFlXx5MnkQDwDTc


INTERSCHOOL SPORT RESULTS 

Mixed results for Davallia last week but the student effort was outstanding. The scores were .... 
Netball A:  13 - 24  
Netball B:  5—30 
Volleyball A:  3 - 0 
Volleyball B:  3 - 0 
Football:  32 - 86 
Soccer:  5 - 1 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 

Friday 31st May  Dress as a Pirate Day (gold coin donation) 
Monday 3th June  WA Day Public Holiday 
Tuesday 25th June  P & C Meeting (7.30pm) 
Tuesday 2nd July  Year 6 Social Dance Evening 
Wednesday 3rd July Winter Sports Lightning Carnival (Kingsway) 
Friday 5th July  Last Day Term 2 

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. 
Qualified carers, great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. 
Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or 
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

In another move designed to better prepare our students for NAPLAN Online, we introduced typing 
software last year and spent time developing students’ word processing skills starting from Junior 
Primary. This will continue to be a focus both at school and at home. It was clearly evident that the 
students had come a very long way in a very short time with their keyboard skills. 
 
With the testing now behind us, we will now wait to see how the children went. Along the way we 

have learned a great deal and gained a greater confidence in our systems. Best of all, the children 

found NAPLAN to be stress free and seemingly more enjoyable using technology. It has been a posi-

tive experience for us all. 

Mark Leaning 

Associate Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  
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