
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 8     6th June 2019 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Our environmentally minded Year 2    
students from A3 hosted this week’s   
assembly with a clear message about 
recycling.  They spoke confidently about 
the important concepts of REDUCE,    
REUSE and RECYCLE with a target on 
plastics.  Well done to Mrs Lane and    
her very clever and knowledgeable     
environmental warriors. 
 

2019 Kindergarten Enrolments 
Places are filling very fast indeed!  
Should parents have neighbours, friends 
or family with young children who may wish to attend Davallia PS for Kindergarten in 2020, irre-
spective of whether they reside inside the local catchment area, they should be directed to 
speak with Candi Nelson regarding enrolment.  Our goal is to have 60 Kindy students for 2020 
and we already have 43 enrolments!    Remember, Kindy is probably the only opportunity for 
students from outside the local intake area to be  considered for enrolment. 
Should anyone have any questions, please direct them to Candi Nelson 
(Candi.Nelson@education.wa.edu.au ). As Kindy enrolments close on Friday 26th July 2019 
(Week 1 Term 3).  Our advice is not to wait to enrol. 
 

Dress as a Pirate Day – 31st May 2019 (Gold Coin Donation) 
Ahoy Me Hearties!  
Last Friday, the school was overrun by a scary bunch of pirates from the good ship Davallia.  It 
was fantastic to see huge support for the day raising $721.00 to support research into finding a 
cure for Childhood Brain Cancer.  Well done to the staff who certainly got into the spirit of the 
day dressed in appropriate attire.  Also to the couple of parents who bravely took up the      
challenge and were dressed as pirates for drop-off or pick-up.  Well done to everyone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Semester 1 Student Achievement Reports  
Student reports will be issued on Wednesday 3rd July 2019.  This year, all reports (with the ex-
ception of Kindy) will be issued electronically and delivered via email.  Kindy will issue their usu-
al paper based report as we do not use the DOE template. Parents are requested to ensure their 
email details are current. 
 

School Board Election – Parent Representative 
The election of Parent Reps to the School Board closes this Friday, 7th June at 3.10pm.  Ballot 
papers (red) are required to be placed in the Ballot Box (purple) located in the school Library.  
Late votes cannot be accepted. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

P & C Trivia Night -  80’s Prom Night Theme 
Come on Davallia, we need you to dust off the mullet, don some sequins and tight flairs and come along to 
this Saturday night’s Trivia Night.  These nights are always great fun and are usually the P & C’s biggest  
fundraising event for the year.  At present, only approximately 50% of tables are sold.  So, if you are able to 
come along, please get in contact with Candi and book your table.  Haven’t got a full table?  No problem.  
Just call Candi and we will be able to squeeze you in somewhere.  Come on Davallia! 
 

Cross Country Training starts Monday – 8.20am 
Cross Country Training starts this coming Monday at 8.20am on the oval.  Students and parents are most 
welcome to come along and have a run.  Davallia PS has been the Champion Cross Country School for the 
past 3 years and it is our hope to make it 4 in a row.  Everyone is welcome, although younger students 
should be supervised by parents. 
 

Have a great fortnight, 
 

John O’Neill 
Principal 

What’s Behind the Brightly Coloured Door? 
I was taken aback to read last month that the World Health Organisation has now recognised gaming      
addiction as a mental health disorder, adding it to their International Classification of Diseases database. 
This caused me to reflect on my experiences with the darker side of online gaming as a parent and teacher. 
In my day to day dealings with students at Davallia, I am very aware how many of our students are gamers. 
A large number of them not only talk excitedly about the games they play and mimic in-game dances, they 
act out the scenes in the playground and regularly write about the gaming events in their narratives. Clearly 
some of our very young students are engaging with the online world and for the most part it seems     
harmless enough. What isn’t clear is how closely supervised and monitored is this activity. The online    
gaming environment can be a risky place for young people to explore unchecked. 
As a parent of a teen in the days of the Xbox 360, I had a very uncomfortable moment watching my    
daughter play a game online. The aggressive and inappropriate language directed towards her during the 
game was shocking and shook her up so much that she hastily left the game and threw the headset to the 
ground. It appeared that the other young people playing had abandoned all the niceties of human           
interaction behind the mask of their avatar. Their anonymity allowed them to say the most hideous things 
without consequence and behave in an appalling manner that would never be acceptable in ‘real life’. 
Unfortunately, in 2019 very young children are exposed to this kind of language and behaviour as they   
immerse themselves in the online gaming world. Encased in head sets and often out of sight from their  
parents, these children venture into a largely unrestricted environment without a safety net. Young minds 
risk becoming desensitised to things their parents would never consciously expose them to at such an early 
age. The sort of behaviour tolerated and even encouraged online is so far from what our community ac-
cepts in daily life, but many parents remain unaware of what is happening. 
One of the potential casualties of the online gaming world is empathy. Young people who mercilessly take 
the lives of their competitors, boast and gloat about it using inappropriate language, must find it difficult to 
transition back to the real world and readily relate to how their actions can impact on the feelings of real 
kids in real settings. Pain and hurt don’t exist in the gaming world. There is no real consequence for taking 
or losing a life. This is so far removed from reality; it is conceivable that children who spend too long in an 
online world are at risk of diminished empathy for others. I’ve seen this happen and the young children  
involved struggle to accept the possible ramifications and/or consequences of their actions. 
For your child’s sake, make sure to be familiar with what your child is up to online. Watch and listen to 

them carefully. Make the hard call and restrict their access if you are concerned. As long as we are the 

adults, we have an obligation to protect them from the dangers that lurk behind that enticing, brightly    

colourful animated screen that is the doorway into a darker online world where we have so little control.  

 

Mark Leaning 

Associate Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  



YR 2’s DOING DAVALLIA PROUD 
Students in A2 and A3 have had a sensational start to their 
netballing careers, playing the Davallian way on Friday nights 
at Kingsway Netball Centre. 
 

Mrs Murnane and Mrs Lane finished off their busy working 
week with a visit to the courts to watch the girls in action. 
What DEDICATION!! 
 

“It was our pleasure! We enjoyed it so much,” said Mrs 
Murnane. “They were so good and it was such a great game. 
They displayed all our school values so well and tried their 
absolute best.  What a great little team they are!” 
 

We wish the girls all the very best for the rest of the season. 
 
INTERSCHOOL SPORT RESULTS 

Mixed results for Davallia last week but the student effort was outstanding. The scores were .... 
Netball A:  North Beach 17 def Davallia 16 
Netball B:  Davallia 17 def North Beach 6 
Volleyball A:  North Beach 3 def Davallia 0 
Volleyball B:  Davallia 3 def North Beach 0 
Football:  North Beach 47 points def Davallia 22 
Soccer:  Davallia 16 def North Beach 0  
 
IMPORTANT DATES 

Tuesday 25th June  P & C Meeting (7.30pm) 
Tuesday 2nd July  Year 6 Social Dance Evening 
Wednesday 3rd July Winter Sports Lightning Carnival (Kingsway) 
Friday 5th July  Last Day Term 2 

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE 
AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site 
at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,  
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. 
Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site 
or contact us on 9246 9551 or 
 duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  
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