
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 11     1st August 2019 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

It was terrific to see the students return to school full of excitement and with stories of the fun 
they had during the holiday break.  They have returned to school focussed and ready for what 
will be an exciting term as we head towards the Faction and Interschool Athletics carnivals.  I 
have even heard of a number of students who have continued with their Cross Country training    
during their holidays!  Looking forward to an outstanding Term 4! 
 

B6 Assembly 
Congratulations to the talented students 
of B6 and B5 (Year 5 and Year 4/5) who 
were this week’s leaders of our school 
assembly.  Continuing to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the landing on the 
Moon, the students shared their 
knowledge of ‘Space’ including their   
research which taught them a NASA 
Space suit cost $12,000,000 and that 
space is silent as sound does not travel 
through space because there is no      
atmosphere!  Well done to B6 and B5 for 
a very informative assembly. 
 
 
In-Term Swimming – PP – Year 4 
To say our students from PP to Year 4 are a little ‘wet behind the ears’ is an understatement! 
Our students are completely submerged in the swimming process and thoroughly enjoying the 
experience.  It has been pleasing to hear the students talking about their desire to persevere 
and do their best during the lessons.  Well done to our Pre-Primary students (our very young 
Davallians) who have been absolutely fantastic both in and out of the pool.  They have even put 
some of our older students to shame with their speedy changing routines! (Hmmm there may 
just be a little bit of a ‘positive’ exaggeration here). Well done to everyone who is involved. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Capital Works – Access Upgrades 
In the near future works will commence at Davallia Primary School to upgrade the entrances to all wet    
areas.  This will see the construction of ramps to each access door to the block.  Further to this, upgrades to 
the access doors to the Library and pathway to the library (rear) will also be addressed.  This will provide 
greater access for all members of our school community. 
 

Davallia Primary School Dad’s Group - The Fathering Project  
Are you a Dad (or another significant male figure) who is interested in strengthening your relationships with 
your kids?  Are you a Dad (or another significant male figure) who would welcome the opportunity to meet 
other Davallian Dads’ through having fun with your kids and other Davallian families?  Are you a Dad (or  
another significant male figure) who is interested in being the best Dad (or the best significant male figure) 
you can be for your kids?  Well the Davallia Dads’ Group may just be the thing for you!  More information to 
come soon but in the meanwhile you can get a feel about what this initiative is all about by visiting: 
https://thefatheringproject.org/  
 

2019 Kindergarten Enrolments 
Wow! We have had such a strong response to our well respected Kindy program with extremely strong 
numbers of applications for enrolment being received.  Although at this late stage places are limited, it is 
not too late to enrol. Should anyone have any questions, or you know of someone who has not yet decided 
where they would like their 2020 Kindy aged child to attend, please direct them to Candi Nelson 
( Candi.Nelson@education.wa.edu.au  ).  
 

Cross Country Training 
We are not far away from our Cross Country event and as such we encourage our students to attend     
training in the mornings before school.  With your attendance at training, you are not only getting ready for 
the event, you are also gaining points for your Faction and also the chance for an instant reward. 
 

Book Week and Open Night (Commencing Monday 12th August) 
Book Week will be celebrated during Week 4 of this term.  Mrs Elissa Baker (Library Officer) is once again 
doing an outstanding job, transforming our school library into an Enchanted Forest.  During this week there 
will be a Book Fair in operation all week and information will be forwarded home and included in this   
newsletter. 
 

On Thursday 15th August, Davallia Primary School will hold its annual Open Night with classrooms open to 
the school community from 6pm.  This is a great opportunity to come along and see the many things your 
children are involved within the classroom and in other classrooms across the school.  The wider community 
are also most welcome to attend and parents are encouraged to visit each and every classroom in the 
school.  At 7pm there will be a number of school performances for the community. 
Our P & C will be offering food and drinks so keep an eye out for this. 
 

Open Night – Thursday 15th August 2019 
Book Fair – from 5.45pm – 6.45pm 
Classrooms Open – 6pm 
Performances - Commencing at 7pm 

 

Semester 1 Student Achievement Reports  
Student achievement reports were forward home via email last term.  By all accounts this process worked 
well with the exception of a couple of anomalies concerning a couple of email addresses.  However, we cer-
tainly dealt quickly with these few issues and all reports were delivered. 
As always, staff would welcome the opportunity to discuss any concerns or clarifications you may have    
resulting from your child’s report and parent/teacher interviews are always available on request. 
 

Have a great fortnight and looking forward to a fantastic Term 3. 
 

Regards, 
 
John O’Neill 
Principal 

https://thefatheringproject.org/
mailto:Candi.Nelson@education.wa.edu.au


Well, swimming lessons are just about done for another year. The weather was relatively kind, the children 
were very well prepared and overall the series of lessons have been a great success. 
Congratulations to all our Pre-Primary parents. You did an amazing job readying our ‘first timers’ for     
swimming this year. This year’s Pre-Primaries have proven that they can look after themselves and their 
property throughout the daily routine of travelling, swimming and changing. The first day or so was     
daunting for them but by Monday of the second week, they didn’t need much help or guidance at all. I    
suspect the ‘big kids’ being alongside them set a pretty good example too. 
As I’ve said many times before, interm swimming lessons are not all about learning to swim. There is so 
much more to the exercise. For our Pre-Primaries it is one of the first opportunities to display how much 
their independence has developed. Being able to transition from school to pool, from classroom teacher to 
swimming teacher, from wet to dry and from bathers to clothes can be quite a challenge. As usual, our lit-
tler Davallians did us proud. 
One of our four school values is Perseverance. In trying to develop their resilience and ability to persevere, 
we teach our students that to do their best they need to put in their best effort and always work hard on 
the things they may not be all that good at. Overcoming doubt, trepidation and even anxiety often requires 
getting outside your comfort zone. Throughout this series I have been so impressed with the children who 
have had a go when it would have been much easier to just not go swimming.  
For every little doubt and fear these children have overcome they will be bolder and more confident next 
time. Pushing through those little moments of discomfort has resulted in a feeling of achievement and self-
worth that they’d miss out on by walking away. 
For the ‘big kids’, our Year Threes and Fours, it is an opportunity to lead. These older students seldom get a 
chance to show how they too can be leaders and mentors for their younger classmates. Such roles are 
largely reserved for the senior students in Years Five and Six. During the swimming lessons though, they 
were able to prove to everyone just how far they have come since they were the littlest kids. They set high 
standards for the younger students and showed just how easy following the routines can be. They were 
considerate, well organised and leading by example throughout the series. 
After watching them steam up and down the racing pool, I am very confident that this year’s Year Fours are 
well prepared for next year’s Beach swimming lessons in Summer. Lessons in the sea bring an extra        
challenge, but having seen how strong our Fours are, I believe they are ready for it. 
Well done to all involved. To the children of course, to the staff who made the programme so successful by 
supporting our students and to the parents who did a fantastic job readying their children for the two 
weeks, congratulations. 
 
Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

Week 4 -12th – 16th August 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Term 3 is a wonderful term in the Library. It’s BOOKWEEK!  Reading 
books is our secret power – you can learn new information, travel to 
unique places, all while you are comfortably seated in your favourite 
place.  Under the guidance from Mrs Baker, every student in the School 
is creating a part of an Enchanted Forest in our Library. We’d love you 
to drop in and see how amazing we are.   At school, we will be doing our 
usual epic in house activities, ably supported by our wonderful Library 
monitors.  
  

Pyjama Day 
Traditionally, we celebrate Wednesday of Book Week by wearing our Pyjamas 
to school to be cosy with and to read with our Book Buddies.  Students are    
invited to come in their pjs and onesies so that we can have a super-chilled 
Book Week celebration concluding with a whole - school read along with our 
buddies.   

B o o k  We e k  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjE2cGo3uDjAhUHfH0KHbVACWoQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbca.org.au%2Fcbca-book-week&psig=AOvVaw0b5lhePHIkSgRChq3frHzM&ust=1564716728271400


B o o k  We e k  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

Late Messages to the Office 
There has recently been a significant increase in the number of very late phone calls being made to the of-
fice to inform students of changes to pick-up plans.  Although as a school we have always endeavoured to 
deliver these messages to students, some calls are now being received with only minutes to spare before 
the siren.   Although we will always endeavour to get these messages through to students, with the late-
ness of some calls, this may not be possible.  Parents should also be aware classrooms generally do not 
have telephones in the classroom.  Should a change to pick-up be necessary, parents are asked to ensure all 
calls to the office are made before 2.45pm. 
We have noticed there is always a spike in calls when wet weather arrives.  A simple solution could be to 
make an arrangement with your children, should you not be at your usual pick up place or at the classroom 
at the end of any given day, then they are directed to go to kiss and drive.  In planning this way, a call to the 
office is not required. 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data for School Students with Disability. 
All schools in Australia, including Independent and Catholic schools, participate in the Nationally Consistent 
Collection of Data (NCCD) on School Students with Disability every year. 
The Data Collection is an annual count of the number of students with disability receiving educational ad-
justments to support their participation in education on the same basis as students without disability.  
All education agencies are now required under the Australian Education Regulation 2013, to provide infor-
mation on a students’ level of education, disability and level of adjustment to the Australian Government 
Department of Education.  
All information is de-identified prior to its transfer and no student’s identity will be provided to the Australi-
an Government Department of Education. The collection of this information from states and territories will 
inform future policy and program planning in relation to students with disability. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Denise Lynch, Associate Principal. 
denise.lynch@education.wa.edu.au .  

The Book Fair 
Yes, it’s on again - the most amazing Book Fair ever.  We are very lucky at Davallia that our P and C, with 
Mariska and her helpers especially, organize the best ever Book Fair.  It will be open Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 8.30—8.55am and again from 3.10—3.45pm.  The Book Fair will also be available during 
Open Night, from 5.45pm until 6.45pm.  Our Library monitors will be on hand to sell during lunchtimes!    
 

Open Night 
Don’t forget as part of Book Week, we also have our annual Open Night for the community.  Classrooms are 
open at 6.00pm followed by performances from some of our students at 7pm.  It’s always a great night and 
our Book Fair is just part of the fun.  
 

    We               Book Week and hope to see you soon. 
 
Elissa Baker and Denise Lynch 

Year 6 Davallian students performing Jump Jam at the  Carine Senior High School Showcase Assembly. 

mailto:denise.lynch@education.wa.edu.au


CONGRATULATIONS! 
A massive pat on the back to Liam B, who recently entered the CYA 
(Children's and Young Adult Writers and Illustrators) competition. 
Liam entered the under 18 (Hatchling) graphic novel category and came 
first!  What a fantastic effort! 

 
Congratulations Aidyn B, who this week presented at the WA IT     
Leaders Summit as an ambassador for ES2 Kids.  ES2 Kids is a not for 
profit foundation for Cyber Security awareness for primary and high 
school students, designed by kids for kids.  The presentation was a Q&A 
session in front of approximately 150 IT leaders, with the ambassadors 
interviewing a cyber security  expert around the types of things that 
children should be aware of when it comes to the use of technology. It 
covered a range of subjects such as: 
 

 Good Apps vs Malicious Apps 

 How to build strong passwords 

 Risks around linking social media accounts 

 Thinking about who to friend online (only if you know them in real life) 

 What a digital footprint is Cyber bullying and what to do 

 

Well done Aidyn! 
 
BOOK FAIR 
Book Week will be held in the library during week four of this term.  As part of Book Week we will hold the 
Book Fair from Tuesday 13—Thursday 15th August.  The fair will be open from 8.30—8.55am and again 
from 3.10—3.45pm, as well as from 5.45—6.45pm on Thursday 15th for Open Night.  
 

Important Dates – Please check out our live calendar on the website ( http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au ) 
Wednesday 24th July  In-term Swimming commences (PP – Year 4) 
Tuesday 6th August   Faction Cross Country 
Monday 12th August  Book Week and Book Fair commences 
Tuesday 13th August  Interschool Cross Country 
Thursday 15th August  Open Night (Classes open from 6pm) 
Friday 30th August   One Big Voice 
Wednesday 5th September Faction Cross Country 
Thursday 19th September  Interschool Athletics Carnival (Jumps and Throws Day) 
Friday 20th September  Interschool Athletics Carnival 
Friday 27th September  Term 3 concludes 

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

VACSWIM 2019 
You can now enrol your children in VacSwim swimming lessons for the October school holidays.   
With swimming pools and beaches a big part of the Western Australian lifestyle, it’s important your children 
are safe in the water. 
Programs are available for children from 5 to 17 years and cater to all skill levels – from beginners to those 
doing their Bronze Medallion. They are being offered at pool venues across the State. 
Enrol your children in VacSwim now at education.wa.edu.au/swimming 

 
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE 
AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,  
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited.  Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 orduncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au
http://education.wa.edu.au/swimming
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