
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 13     29th August 2019 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

C5 Assembly 
To say the students in Mr Rhine’s Year 4 class 
are resilient is an understatement.  C5 were 
the hosts of today’s assembly and presented  
a range of strategies to support the            
development of resilience.  These included 
setting goals to overcome challenges, having 
positive self-talk, persevering, self-belief and 
embracing change.  Well done C5 on a      
fabulous assembly and a very important  
message to everyone. 
 
Open Night and Book Week 
Although it seems a while ago now, our 2019 Book Week, Book Fair and Open Night were a 
great success.  It was terrific to speak with many parents at our Open Night who provided very 
positive feedback.  Our students who performed (A4, B5, B6, School Choir, Jump Jam Leaders) 
all did a fabulous job on the night. 
 
The Book Fair saw in excess of $6000 in sales taken throughout the week.  Thank you to the P&C 
and especially Mariska van Waaijenburg (Book Club Coordinator), Associate Principal Denise 
Lynch and our student Library Monitors, who did an excellent job this year.  Thank you also to 
Elissa Baker for her amazing work in the School Library, transforming it to resemble an            
Enchanted Forest! 
 
Our P&C once again supported the Open Night with the provision of food and drinks.  Thank you 
to the small army of volunteers, ably led by our P&C President, Eli Caiacob, who worked        tire-
lessly before, during and after Open Night in order to feed the masses. 
 
School Fees and a Chance for Free Booklists for 2020 
A quick reminder to parents who may have forgotten to 
forward their school fees! We would encourage all parents 
to attend to these contributions should they not have    
already been forwarded.  The names of all families who 
have paid their school fees by the end of Term 3 (27th    
September) will go into a draw for the chance of winning the 2020 student booklist.  Thanks to 
the fabulous support of Mr Mike Ellis and Campion Education, our Board approved booklist  
supplier, whether you have 1 child or 5 children, one lucky family will receive booklists        
FREE  OF CHARGE for their entire Davallian family!  

 
With Sympathy 
Our sympathies are extended to Kathy Nelson and family on the recent passing of her father, Mr 
John Porter. John was a former WA Police Commissioner and well respected police officer.  A 
full WA Police commemorative service will be held next Monday.  Our thoughts are with Kathy, 
David, James and Amy during this difficult time. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Respect – Manners 
Our school value of Respect is always at the forethought of everything we do at Davallia Primary School.  
This week we have launched a focus on the use of manners, which fits under this school value. We have re-
minded our students to focus on using: 
- Please 
- Thank you 
- Excuse me 
- Using people’s names when speaking to them 
- Acknowledging an adult should they  
pass by eg Good morning Mr Leaning, Hi Mrs Lewington 
 

Just a reminder of some of the little things which can make a big difference.  As always, should I expect our 
student to practise these skills, the same expectation is also on my staff.  As we have a great school culture, 
it is important to continue to work on this to strive to maintain the standard we have set.  
 
 
Davallia Morning Movers – Running Club 
Our fantastic parents have organised a new Running Club for all Davallians.  This club happens every morn-
ing (weather permitting) at 8.15am on the oval.  All students are welcome to come along and have a run, 
although K – Year 3 students are required to have a supervising parent in attendance. What a great way to 
start the day! 
 
Faction Athletics Carnival – 5th September 
Athletics is in full swing at Davallia Primary School and it has been impressive to see all students trying hard 
and practising well.  Our carnival, which is only one week away, is not your old school kind of carnival.  It is a 
blend of tabloid style activities as well as some more traditional events.  This sees our students being    ac-
tive, mobile and fully participating in a wide range of activities, and not sitting in Faction bays for the day.  
Most importantly, it is a day of heaps of fun.  It is also a great day for our school community to come        
together and enjoy the festivities of the day.  We would love to see as many of our parents in attendance as 
possible.  If you are coming along, how about coming dressed in your Faction colours as well!  It will be a 
great day! 
 
School Communications 
Following feedback received from the community a couple of years ago (via the National Schools Opinion 
Survey) the school has endeavoured to strengthen our communications process.  To this end we have: 

Standardised the use of Connect as the primary mode of communication between class and parents 
Developed a new website with enhanced functionality including a live calendar of events 
Developed a standard process for parent/teacher interviews utilised by all staff 

Further to this, the school still operates a fortnightly newsletter, continues to email parents with relevant 
information and utilises SMS at certain times. 
It is hoped these strategies have improved school communications with parents.  Although the P & C     
manage a Facebook space, parents are reminded the school website should be referred to for accurate   
information. www.davalliaps.wa.edu.au  
 
Playing Safely after Hours 
Parents are again reminded to ensure children are well supervised should you choose to remain at school 
after the siren at the end of the day. Also, if remaining on the school site, the school rules still apply.  I     
certainly encourage parents to stay at school and enjoy the playgrounds and oval, however, parents must 
ensure children are well supervised.  For safety reasons, children are not permitted to remain after school 
without a parent or responsible adult supervising.  Recently we have had students climbing the football 
posts and standing on the top of the nature playground equipment.  Both activities are unsafe and outside 
the school rules.  I would expect your support in this regard. 

http://www.davalliaps.wa.edu.au


 
Davallia Primary School Dads Group - The Fathering Project  
Calling all Dads and significant male figures in the Davallia PS community.  Would you like to be part of an 
awesome group of people who want to make their relationships with their kids even stronger?  Would you 
like to learn how to be an even better role model for your kids?  Would you like to be part of some great 
activities to do with your kids? Would you like to have a heap of fun with you kids and with likeminded 
dads?  Well the Davallia Dads Group is coming and we would love for you to be part of it.   More              in-
formation and a meeting date is still to come but in the meanwhile you can get a feel about what this   initi-
ative is all about by visiting: 
 
https://thefatheringproject.org/ 

 
 
Mobile Phones at School 
In this day and age, there is an increasing need for some students to have a mobile phone at school.  This 
need is linked to security, safety and in case of an emergency for students when transiting to and from 
school.  Students are permitted to bring a mobile phone to school. Attached to this newsletter is the Mobile 
Phone and Electronic Device Policy .  This week a reminder was given to a range of students in regards to 
ensuring their mobile phone is at all times turned off  when on the school site.  Should your child be re-
quired to have a mobile phone at school, please complete the tear off slip of the policy and return it to the 
office.  Please note, this  policy is in line with the current policy in operation at Carine Senior High School. 
 
Have a great fortnight. 
 
John O’Neill 
Principal 
 
Important Dates – Please check out our live calendar on the website ( http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au ) 
Friday 30th August   One Big Voice 
Wednesday 5th September Faction Cross Country 
Thursday 19th September  Interschool Athletics Carnival (Jumps and Throws Day) 
Friday 20th September  Interschool Athletics Carnival 
Friday 27th September  Term 3 concludes 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

A giant  thank you to our school community for supporting our Book Week at Davallia.  Our students 

had a week of fun while reading books in their pyjamas, reading with their buddies and talking about 
books.  Our library magician, Mrs Baker, transformed our library into an Enchanted Forest, full of student art 
and craft.  Special thanks to Mrs van Waaijenburg and her supporters who helped with Book Fair.  Book 
Week is a special time at Davallia where our community comes together to share fun and learning.  
Mrs Denise Lynch 
Associate Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

https://thefatheringproject.org/
http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au


A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

Check Their Role Models 
Have you ever wondered where your children get some of the stuff they say or do? The put downs, the 
looks and postures of a mean girl or bad boy? You know it didn’t come from you. There’s no way you’d    
behave like that.  
Could it be from that episode of ‘reality TV’ they’ve been catching during the week? 
There have always been mean girls and bad guys in literature, in movies and on TV. In just about every case 
they’d get their comeuppance and learn a big lesson at the end of the story, the end of the movie or show 
and they’d discover being mean or bad is not the way to succeed in life. A happy ending rolls around and 
everyone goes home a winner and a little bit wiser. 
Well, in 2019 it appears the mean girls and bad guys rule. If you have a look at much of the ‘reality’ TV  
thriving on our sets, you’ll know exactly what I’m talking about. Young, impossibly beautiful people saying 
and doing horrible things are becoming increasingly prevalent. There’s ghastly behaviour being portrayed 
and promoted as normal behaviour, in every corner of the TV guide. 
Sadly, despite all of this atrocious conduct, a happy ending where the mean girl or bad boy learns their    
lesson is probably not going to arrive. It is more and more likely that they will end up winning or bringing 
someone else unstuck by being a really nasty person. This contrived environment is perfectly suited to back 
stabbing, lie telling, ‘win at all costs’ mean girls and bad boys. So where does it lead our kids who see these 
people in action? 
Mean girl and bad boy behaviour is being normalised in mainstream media. Kids look at these people and 
see potential role models. They are beautiful, self-confident and successful while simultaneously being    
unkind, insensitive, outspoken, opinionated, disrespectful and rude to their peers. Much of what they say is 
behind their peers’ backs directly to camera almost in confidence to you the viewer. It’s easy to see how 
kids could be charmed by these people despite their hideous behaviour. 
As parents we always need to keep a close eye on what our children are watching and do our best to       
provide balance. If you see horrible behaviour, call it out. Point out to your kids; ‘That was a mean thing to 
do, don’t you think?’, ‘What an awful thing to do, we wouldn’t behave like that in real life would we?’ The 
television editors won’t do it for you. Let’s work together to undermine these characters and their            
behaviour and expose them for what they are. They are the 2019 equivalent of the typical mean girls and 
bad boys of our storybooks and films brought to life on reality TV. They are not real and their behaviour is 
not acceptable. If we don’t, then perhaps we accept that these are the kind of people we want our kids to 
mimic or become. 
Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

MARMION DENTAL THERAPY SCREENING 
Dental screening will take place on Tuesday 3 September for the Pre Primary, Year 3 and Year 6 students. 
Only children enrolled in the School Dental Service will be screened. It is a quick growth and development 
check to look for any obvious concerns, and is not a full dental examination. 
If you have any queries please contact Marmion Dental Therapy Centre on 9447 1275. 
 
SORRENTO AND DISTRICTS LITTLE ATHLETICS CLUB 
The 2019 – 2020 Little Athletics season starts soon!  
The Sorrento and Districts Little Athletics Club is a great club to join, no matter what your level of skill or 
ability. Little Athletics is all about 'Family Fun & Fitness' and making sure you can be your best. 
We have fantastic coaches to help you improve and learn so you can get the most out of your involvement 
with Little Athletics. In no time you will see your personal best (PB's) performance improve.  
An information session is being held on the 7th September between 3.30pm - 5pm at the Hamersley Little 
Athletics Centre, Wendling Rd North Beach (Charles Riley Reserve).  
Online registrations open on the 7th September 2019 at www.resultshq.com.au   
We offer a "come and try option" if you'd like to see if Little Athletics if right for you. 
Please contact our club registrar, Paul Robinson with any queries paul_robinson2000@hotmail.com 
 
 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.resultshq.com.au&data=02%7C01%7CCandi.Nelson%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cdef3621355284ef3502908d723dac281%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C1%7C637017294782360613&sdata=Dyt9jqjifEbFFvj1Nj
mailto:paul_robinson2000@hotmail.com


S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE 
AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,  
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited.  Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 orduncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

UNSW TESTING 
As a school,  we have decided not to continue with ICAS testing for students at Davallia PS. The cost of the 
assessments has increased from $9 to $16 per test. These tests now utilise an online platform and require a 
similar level of preparation to NAPLAN online. Given our experience with NAPLAN Online, we anticipate this 
would impact significantly on the school network and on the time staff are required to set up and             
administrate the tests. 
For families still keen for students to sit these tests, our advice is to contact ICAS ( https://
www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-assessments/) to ascertain whether there is an opportunity to 
sit these tests at another venue. 
 
CITY TO SURF FUN RUN 
Three Davallian students ran the 12km fun run last      
Sunday.  The boys have been training hard and their   
commitment and perseverance has certainly paid off—
they finished in the top 6 for the 13 and under category.  
What an outstanding achievement !  Well done! 
 
RUNNING CLUB @ DAVALLIA 
The morning running club, led by Mrs Robyn Horsman, is 
now in full swing!  All are welcome to attend each school 
day at 8.15am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B5 & B6  AT CURTIN UNIVERSITY 
‘Wow’ was the phrase of the day yesterday when the Year 4 & 5 
students from B5 & B6 became budding scientists for the day.  
Students got a glimpse into their future 
careers by carrying out their own hands-
on experiments at the annual BASF Kids’ 
Lab held at Curtin University. 
They were given the opportunity to   
explore the wonders of chemistry in  
daily life and conduct experiments in the 
real science laboratories at the Curtin       
University Campus. They were instruct-
ed by scientists from different fields  
including Forensic Science, Explosives 
Engineering and Theoretical Physics. 
It was almost like being in their own episode of The Big Bang Theory.   

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au%2Feducational-assessments%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCandi.Nelson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C4d19ccdb1fa641f0eea708d726aace97%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C6370203
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au%2Feducational-assessments%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCandi.Nelson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C4d19ccdb1fa641f0eea708d726aace97%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C6370203

