
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 14     12th September 2019 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

C2 Assembly 
Mrs Nelson’s and Mrs Clayton’s Year 3 class did 
an amazing job hosting this week’s assembly.  
They spoke beautifully about Super Heroes 
and not the kind that wear their undies on the 
outside, but the super heroes that can be found 
in each and every one of us.  Well done C2 on a 
great assembly. 
 
Faction Carnival 
What a fabulous day! The ‘Blue Army’ of Tuart Faction reigned supreme this year and are the 
Faction Athletics Champions for 2019.  Well done to all members of Tuart Faction who collec-
tively produced an awesome win!  I was really impressed with all students as they competed 
well all day, showing a depth of perseverance and having a heap of fun too!  A massive 
thankyou to Mrs Lewington and Mr Perry who coordinated the carnival.  Also a special thank 
you to Steve Huckett (Gardener) for his work in marking the oval and setting up on the day. 
Our Faction Captains and Vice Captains led by example with their support in setting up from 
7.30am on the day.  Your efforts were greatly appreciated and went a long way in helping the 
carnival commence on time. Thank you also to the staff who came dressed to impress in their 
Faction colours and for their assistance on the day. 
Our community also came out in force, dressed in their faction colours and in the spirit of the 
day, were seen dancing between rotations.  Thank you to the P & C who always support carnival 
days with food orders, coffee and cake. 
Bring on the Interschool Athletics Carnival! 

The ‘LEWINGTON’ Shield 
As announced at the presentation ceremony at the 
end of the carnival, the Faction Shield will now be 
known as the ‘Lewington’ Shield.  This is in recognition 
of the significant time and commitment given by  
Trenna Lewington to the Physical Education program 
at Davallia Primary School.  Trenna has been our   
Physical Education Specialist for the past 28 year and 
has been instrumental in the renewal of our Phys Ed 
program during this time.  Trenna introduced the    
tabloid infused carnival which keeps kids active with 
100% participation of students, she introduced the format utilised by the CDSSA for the Inter-
school Cross Country event and she is the driving force behind our school’s involvement with 
Jump Jam.  Congratulation Trenna! 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Forgotten to forward your School Fees?   Chance for Free Booklists for 2020 
A quick reminder to parents who may have forgotten to forward their school 
fees! We would encourage all parents to attend to these contributions should 
they not be forwarded.   The names of all families who have paid their school 
fees by the end of Term 3 (27th September) will go into a draw for the        
possibility of winning, the 2020 student booklist.  Thanks to the fabulous  
support of Mr Mike Ellis and Campion Education, our Board approved booklist supplier, whether you have 
one child or five children, one lucky family will receive booklists for their entire Davallian family. 

FREE OF CHARGE!  

 
Davallia Morning Movers – Running Club 
The Davallia Morning Movers are going along very nicely with strong numbers of students running each 
morning.  If you want to become involved, just simply attend the school oval each morning at 8.15am.  (K – 
Year 3 students need a supervising adult please).  
 
Blanket Activity – Aboriginal Education 
Yesterday during the early close time, staff were joined by our School Board and involved in a Blanket Activi-
ty delivered by the Aboriginal Education Network providers, Charmaine Climo and Renarta Coyne. 
The Blanket Activity is a representation of Australia before the arrival of European explorers and settlers.  
The journey took us on an immersive exploration of the nation-to-nation relationship with Aboriginal peo-
ple, working toward reconciliation and empowering people to build bridges of understanding and respect. 
The Blanket Activity is an experiential teaching tool to share the historical and contemporary relationships 
between Aboriginal and Non – Aboriginal people of Australia. 
It was quite a profound experience for all. 
 
Davallia Primary School Dad’s Group - The Fathering Project  
Wednesday 18th September 2019 commencing at 7pm. 
Calling all Dads and significant male figures in the Davallia PS 
community.  We would like you to be part of an awesome 
group of people who want to make their relationships with 
their kids even stronger.  Come along for a bbq and a drink and hear Mr Steve Rushforth present how a   
Davallia Dads Group at Davallia Primary School can have huge benefits for your kids.  Every family has had a 
personal invitation emailed out to them with an RSVP for catering purposes.  We are hoping to get 40 dads 
in attendance.  We would love to see you there. 
 

 
One Big Voice 
Well done to Ms Agnello and the School Choir who did 
an amazing job as part of a 4000 strong choir at the One 
Big Voice Spectacular.  They assembled at RAC Arena on 
Friday 30th October and performed 12 songs as part of a 
massed choir.  Although there were 4000 singing choir 
members, I am pretty sure our choir was the stand out!! 
With over 7000 kids over two performances, logistically 
it was a mind-blowing spectacle. Thank you to the many 
parents who support in preparing the students and being 
in attendance on the night.  Thank you to Denise Lynch, 
Trenna Lewington and Candi Nelson for their support on 
the night. 
 

Have a great fortnight. 
 
John O’Neill 
Principal 



Crafting Opportunity from Adversity  
For as long as I have been at Davallia we have maintained a strong focus on inclusivity and acceptance. 
Since the days when we integrated an Education Support Unit in our school, we have all benefited from  
including differently able students. The full inclusion of children with special needs has enhanced our school 
and brought a perspective and understanding we can all learn from.  
Being differently able brings its challenges. To fully participate and succeed in Primary School these kids 
have had to develop a level of resilience we should all aspire to. To succeed in the sporting world, in         
academia and in the workforce, despite the obstacles, these young people have had to persevere when it 
would have been far easier to give up. When things 
were hard these children worked harder. Giving up 
was not an option. 
One past student who did face some significant hur-
dles growing up is Ben Popham who has gone on to 
be an international success in the pool. His struggles 
with cerebral palsy are remembered well by his 
teachers.  He had to try so much harder when learn-
ing to write, to participate in sport and in taking on 
so many other physical challenges. These obstacles 
and challenges did not deter Ben from continuing to 
pursue his best in everything he did. 
On Monday this week in London, Ben won silver in 
the Men’s 100m Freestyle S8 final at the 2019 
World Para Championships. The nineteen-year-old 
swam his personal best time of 57.89 seconds for 
the Australian Dolphins to take second place in the 
final. 
Ben will tell you honestly that it has been hard work 
to get to where he is now. And now, with his sights 
set firmly on competing in the 2020 Para Olympics 
for Australia, he is proud he has achieved so much 
at such a very young age. I doubt he ever imagined 
he’d be in this position way back in Year Two when 
he worked so hard to master his handwriting or 
when he pushed himself in upper Primary to make 
the Cross Country finish line, but look where        
perseverance and resilience has got him. 
Ben is an inspiration. He turned adversity into an opportunity to excel. When he struggled to run on dry 
land, Ben realised he could fly through the water as a swimmer. He worked hard to get to this point, he  
never gave up. He showed resilience as a youngster in Primary School and achieved some pretty amazing 
things. Now, as a young adult, that resilience, perseverance and incredibly hard work is paying off. 
We are so proud of you Ben and can’t wait to hear of your next incredible achievement. 
https://www.swimming.org.au/news-articles/popham-patterson-and-crothers-secure-podium-places 
 
Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

https://www.swimming.org.au/news-articles/popham-patterson-and-crothers-secure-podium-places


F a c t i o n  C a r n i v a l  R e s u l t s  

CHAMPION ATHLETES - 2019 
 

YEAR 3 
Girls 

 
Champion   Maddison McComish Tuart  22 points 

 

Runner-up Champion Jasmine Carson  Marri  20 points 
 

Boys 
 

Champion   Jacob Sampson  Banksia 45 points  
 

Runner-up Champion Jaxon Calton  Jarrah 18 points 
 

YEAR 4 
Girls 

 
Champion   Hannah Brindle  Marri  40 points 

 

Runner-up Champion Summer Barnes  Tuart  24 points 
 

Boys 
 

Champion   Sullivan Williams  Tuart   42 points  
 

Runner-up Champion Oscar Shepherd  Marri  14 points 
 

YEAR 5 
Girls 

 
Champion   Indiarna Burch  Marri  45 points 

 

Runner-up Champion Ellie Eggleston  Jarrah 15 points 
 

Boys 
 

Champion   Alex Walker   Jarrah 42 points  
 

Runner-up Champion Caleb Sampson  Banksia 36 points 
 

YEAR 6 
Girls 

 
Champion   Sophie Moody  Banksia 32 points 

 

Runner-up Champion Libby Hodgkinson  Marri  19 points 
 

Boys 
 

Champion   Samuel Rowling  Banksia 40 points  
 

Runner-up Champion Kobe Leaver  Marri  19 points 
 
 
 

FACTION CARNIVAL RESULTS – 2019 
 

 

1
ST

           Tuart   1011 points 
 
 

2
ND

    Jarrah   963 points 
 
 

3
RD 

   Marri    954 points 
 
 

4
TH

    Banksia    836 points 



F r e n c h  N e w s  
Language Perfect 2019 
It was the FASTEST competition so far! This year the LP      
championships were just a week long! However, there was 
some pretty fierce competition between the boys in Year 6! 
Congratulations to the winner Ethan D from B1, who along with Jaze R, also B1, 
achieved ELITE status (over 10,000 points!) Not far behind with the Emerald 
award was Ryan L (B1 AGAIN!) and bravo to Joshua G in B6 for his 4th place and 
GOLD award, along with Austin L and Harrison L. Full results and the Eiffel Tower 
are in the library. Bravo tout le monde!  
Madame Julie Dignon & Madame Sophie Thorn 
French Specialist Teachers 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE 
AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,  
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited.  Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 orduncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Start Smart Incursion 
The Start Smart Team are back presenting at Davallia Primary School on Monday 16th September to 
Wednesday 18th September. This incursion is about ‘Changing the way young people learn about finance.’ 
Start Smart is an award-winning financial education program offered to school aged students across        
Australia to help them prepare for their future. Conducted by world-class facilitators, the interactive,       
educational workshops are designed to motivate and inspire students and give them the confidence and 
skills to make smart decisions about money. 
Start Smart reaches over 550,000 students each year. Since it was founded in 2007, over 3 million students 
have participated in Start Smart, making it the largest program of its kind in the world. 
Some concepts that will be covered during the incursion include:  keeping money safe; the difference      
between needs and wants; counting Australian notes and coins; exploring the connection between addition 
and subtraction; earning money; spending habits; representing monetary values in multiple ways; counting 
change required for simple transactions; saving strategies; interest; investigating efficient ways of achieving 
financial goals; implementing a specific saving strategy. 
If you would like further information about these workshops, please visit the website: 
https://startsmart.com.au/primary/ 
 
Congratulations! 
We would like to recognise and congratulate AJ from C3 on his    
recent selection into the Perth Glory Development Squad.  AJ is a 
keen sportsman, dedicated especially to soccer, and he is an          
excellent example of how hard work and determination pays off.  In 
his selection letter, the Glory Development Centre (GDC) identified 
AJ as a player suitable for their advanced learning program.  The 
GDC is the first step in a Development Pathway which culminates in 
the Hyundai A-League team.  AJ will train with past members of 
Perth Glory three times a week and will be invited to play on field 
during half time for some of the Perth Glory home games. 
Well done AJ and good luck! We are all very proud of you! 
 
Important Dates – Please check out our live calendar on the website ( http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au ) 
Wednesday 18th September Davallia Dads Group meeting (7pm) 
Thursday 19th September  Interschool Athletics Carnival (Jumps and Throws Day) 
Friday 20th September  Interschool Athletics Carnival 
Friday 27th September  Term 3 concludes 

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au
https://startsmart.com.au/primary/
http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au

