
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 17     7th November 2019 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Congratulations to our Year 1 students from A6, Mrs McIntyre and Miss Supanz, for the creation 
of this week’s assembley.  Speaking with poise , they confidently presented their classroom 
learning about Aboriginal Culture and dreamtime stories.  Well done on a great assembly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 Rottnest Island Camp 
Our Year 6’s are in their final term of primary school education.  Next week they will enjoy 4 
days at Rottnest Island (Wadjemup) learning about the history, infrastructure and fauna and 
flora of the island.  They may also have a little bit of fun as well!  A massive thank you to Mrs 
Lewington, Mr Leaning, Mrs Lynch, Mrs Vaisey and Mrs Kendrick, who willingly attend to sup-
port our students. Special thanks to Mr Leaning and Mrs Vaisey, who completed a Surf Rescue      
Certificate and will be our resident Lifeguards.  Should be a great adventure for all. 
 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) – Draft Vision 
On Monday, the RAP working party met with the goal of creating a draft vision statement for 
the Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) for Davallia PS.  The working party met for 90 minutes and 
worked hard to create a statement which addresses the intent of a RAP that is reflective of our 
school’s values.  The next action will be to consult our school community and gain feedback on 
the draft vision.  Please keep an eye out for an email, which will be out shortly, seeking feed-
back. 
For more information on what a RAP is, please visit  https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/  
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

School Development Days – Term 4 
There are two School Development Days during Term 4.  On these days, students do not attend school. 
Friday 8th November 
Monday 11th November 
 
Halloween School Disco 
Well done to our P & C who hosted another successful disco.  Last Thursday being Halloween, all sorts of 
strange creatures attended the disco.  It was also great to see lots of our mums and dads getting into the 
spirit and attending in costume.  Well done to our Disco Coordinators, Niki Meredith and Karen South, for 
their work in making the disco a great success.  Also thank you to members of our Student Council who   
always attend and support the discos. 
 
Student Achievement Reports—Semester 2   
A reminder to parents the Semester 2 Student Achievement Reports will again be delivered electronically.  
As such, parents are requested to ensure your school email contacts are accurate.  Requests for early re-
ports are now no longer required. 
 
Lapathon – $5 from 5 
The 2019 Davallia Primary School Lapathon will be held on Wednesday 20th November 2019.  Our goal is for 
every student in the school to endeavour to identify 5 people who could sponsor them $5 to run in the 
Lapathon (other than their parents!)  Should we achieve this, Davallia PS should raise approximately 
$12,500 to continue the improvement of sporting facilities at our school!  I have challenged the Year 6 co-
hort to see if they can collectively raise the most funds across the school.  This is a great opportunity for our 
graduating cohort to give something back to the school as a parting gesture.  Can they do it?  
 
Public School Review – Wednesday 4th December 
As part of the Department of Education’s quality assurance processes, Davallia PS will participate in a Public 
School Review. This will see Mr Stuart Percival (Director – Public School review) and a peer principal, con-
duct a review based on 6 main areas: 
 Relationships and Partnerships 
 Learning Environment 
 Leadership 
 Use of Resources 
 Teaching Quality 
 Student Achievements and Progress 
We look forward to their visit, their validations of the work we do and the identification of improvement 
opportunities for us to investigate. 
 
Have a great fortnight. 
 
John O’Neill 
Principal 
 
Important Dates – Please check out our live calendar on the website ( http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au ) 
Friday 8th November  School Development Day 
Monday 11th November  School Development Day 
Wednesday 4th December Public School Review 
Thursday 12th December   Student Councillor Assembly 
Tuesday 17th December  Presentation Assembly 
     Year 6 Graduation    
Thursday 19th December   Talent Quest  
     Term 4 Concludes 

http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au


Overnight and Overseas 
This time next week, the Year Sixes and staff who attended this year’s camp will be preparing for their re-
turn home from Rottnest. If previous years are anything to go by we will all be absolutely exhausted but 
exhilarated by the four days of activity and it will provide the highlight of our Year Sixes’ time at Davallia. 
Camps are not offered by many Public Primary Schools any more. At Davallia we are very fortunate to have 
a group of staff who have been committed to doing so for well over a decade. Our staff plan everything 
thoroughly, put in the time to prepare the students, leave their own families and provide and participate in 
all activities while going without sleep for the four full days.  
So why do we at Davallia value camps?  
Camps offer experiences for our students that cannot be provided within the confines of a classroom. It is a 
concentrated, immersive learning experience. Combined with the life skills and self-management opportu-
nities the students enjoy, there will be plenty of physical activity and social interaction. It is amazing how 
many new skills the children learn when they are away from their Mums and Dads. They quickly realise they 
don’t have someone there to do ‘everything’ for them. 
Most of the students who joined us on camp this year will have had the experience of Zoo Snooze in Year 
Five. This is an excellent precursor for the longer Year Six camp and gives families an insight into how their 
child might cope being away from home. Zoo Snooze is an incredible opportunity for our Year Fives and 
once again is only available to them through the dedication and commitment of our staff. This year the the 
cohort will be split into two groups and the staff will attend on both nights returning to school on Friday for 
a full day of teaching. 
Camps are important. They provide an opportunity for our senior students to put our school values into 
practice in an unfamiliar and challenging setting and to experience what it feels like to be resilient without 
Mum and Dad within arm’s reach. Camp is a privilege and students must acknowledge this. Camp is not a 
right and could be just as easily taken off Davallia’s menu of experiences offered to our students.  
As long as we all share an appreciation of what a camp provides to our students and acknowledge the hard 
work the staff put in to creating the opportunity, we hope to be offering camps at Davallia. 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

F r e n c h  N e w s  

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

French News: TOFA Sticker Competition 
This year we had some fantastic entries for the annual Teachers of French Association (TOFA) Sticker 

Competition. It was a challenge to narrow the entries down. The winner of the statewide competition will 
be announced very soon, in the meantime here are the top 10 entries submitted from Davallia Primary 
School. The theme this year was humor/ C’est pour rire! The children had fun discovering funny phrases in 
French with eye-catching colours and images.  
This Saturday and Sunday (9 & 10 November) is the ‘Bonjour Perth!’ French festival at Market Square, 
Subiaco. The schedule is jam-packed with artists, theatre, music, singers as well as food stalls, giftware and 
clothing. Tickets are available online or at the door. Visit bonjourperth.com.au for further details. 

Merci et bonne journée!  

Madame Thorn  
Primary French Teacher (4, 5, 6)  
 

 

 



S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE 
AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,  
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited.  Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  
 

‘THOSE WERE THE DAYS’ Concert at Carine Senior High School 
The show will include energetic dancing, classic songs and lots of laughs.   
Venue: Carine SHS Auditorium 
Dates: Saturday 9/11 at 7.30pm and Sunday 10/11 at 2.00pm 
Purchase tickets at www.trybooking.com/BEKVY 
Tickets are $25 each or $20 concession.  

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

BATTERY RECYCLING LOGO WINNERS 
There was a real buzz around the announcement of the Battery Recycling Bin Logo 
winners. It was fully charged with excitement and energy as it was announced that 
Alexis M (A3), Ananda C (C5) and Jasper G (B6) were the winners. They have each 
won a set of coloured pencils and will now meet with Mrs Carter and work         
together to design and decorate the Davallia PS Battery Bin. Remember that if you 
have any dry cell batteries including AA, AAA, C, D, button batteries, 9V, 6V (single 
use or rechargeable), as well as cordless powertool batteries, 
they can be put in the bin which is located in the Library. Our 
battery recycling progress will be recorded on the Mindarie 
Regional Council website. Each term they will check how 
many batteries have been collected and acknowledge the 
leading battery collecting schools by total batteries collected. 
So let’s get recycling Davallia!  
https://www.mrc.wa.gov.au/School-community/Battery-programs/School 
Sunny Kendrick 
B5 Teacher and Recycling Guru  
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Richard Sampson, who has children in Year 3 & 5 at Davallia, has just finished compet-
ing in the World Over 40’s Tennis Championships, held in Miami, Florida.  Richard was 
representing Australia and was ranked number one in Australia.  At the conclusion of 
the competition Richard paced 12th overall.  Richard also competed in the doubles 
competition with fellow Australian, Cameron, and they were silver medalists!  
 
DAVALLIANS WORKING FOR TELETHON 
Jazhara (C1) and Tynan (A3), along with some friends, decided they wanted to 
raise some money for Telethon.  They set up a homemade lemonade and cupcake 
stall on Telethon weekend to raise funds for the very worthy cause.  Well done on 
taking the initiative and spending their time so selflessly.    
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
We have been advised by Kapture Photography that all portraits and class groups, 
sports and/or special team photos taken this year will be removed from their website at the end of this 
term in readiness for next year’s photography.  This is your last chance to purchase these photographs.  
 

Please visit www.kapture.com.au using our school code; RN2ECY 
 
VIOLA FOR SALE 
A student who has moved to a larger size is selling a 12” Paganini viola. 
Please contact candi.nelson@education.wa.edu.au to enquire. 

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mrc.wa.gov.au%2FSchool-community%2FBattery-programs%2FSchool&data=02%7C01%7CCandi.Nelson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C21f551b5fb2b4ecae10108d760f00707%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kapture.com.au&data=02%7C01%7CCandi.Nelson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C3e75511616df494f631208d760df43bd%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637084384336393295&sdata=CPz4cLZWS1cN%2BqtDOt

