
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 18     21st November 2019 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Congratulations to the amazing students of PP3, Miss Martin, Mrs Strohfeld, Ms Smith and Ms 
Butler for the creation of this week’s `Happy’ assembly.  Our Pre-Primary students explained to 
us just what happiness is, what it looks like, feels like and sounds like.  Well done everyone, it 
was absolutely obvious that your assembly certainly made us all very happy.  From their                 
performance today, it is hard to believe Miss Martin’s students are only in Pre-Primary!  Their 
confidence and public speaking skills were outstanding.  Well done to everyone who               
contributed to today’s ‘HAPPY’ assembly. 

 
 

Year 6 Rottnest Island Camp 
Our Year 6 students were exemplary in regards to their             
engagement, conduct and manners whilst on the Year 6 Rottnest 
Island Camp.  The camp proved to be an outstanding 4 days, full 
of important learning, locational experiences and a heap of fun.  
The weather was simply magnificent which saw the students bike 
riding, swimming and walking often.  Some of the activities      
undertaken included geocaching, a museum visit, tour of the   
Oliver Hill guns, beach games, orienteering, evening historical 
walks and talks, and even an Adventure Boat trip that               
circumnavigated Rottnest Island. They were also subjected to the 
morning Dorm Inspectors!  Congratulations to the Year 6’s on 
their efforts as they were commended by all who worked with 
them.  Also a massive thankyou to Denise Lynch, Di Cadby,     
Donna Vaisey, Trenna Lewington, Sunny Kendrick and Mark Leaning for without their             
willingness to attend, such camps would not occur. 
They were all simply sensational! 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 Class List 
The staff and administration have been carefully constructing the 2020 class groupings.  The 
new class list will be published on the last day of term and displayed in each of the wet area 
windows from 2pm. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

School Development Days – Term 4 
During our recent School Development Days, staff were involved in analysing school performance data to 
inform future strategic directions.  They analysed the 2019 NAPLAN data, focussing on areas for                
investigation in Mathematics, Spelling, Reading, Writing and Punctuation & Grammar.  This work will see 
the adoption of new whole of school processes, programs and strategies.  Thank you to the staff for their 
efforts in analysing and presenting school performance data and contributing to future planning. 
 

Lapathon – $5 from 5 
Wow!  What a morning.  Yesterday our school held 
the annual Lapathon where students ran a heap of 
laps and had a heap of fun raising a heap of money for 
the school.  You may have noticed the staff also had a 
heap of fun.  Our target was $12,500, reflective of 
each student in the school raising $25 each, ideally 
from people other than their parents.  How did we 
go?  We will have to wait to find out.  Please send in 
your sponsorship money ASAP!  Although I did not 
have a monetary goal, my goal was to squirt every 
student in the school with my water gun.  I think I  
succeeded and even collected a couple of parents 
along the way.  It was lovely to see the community out 
in numbers running, helping out and having fun with the kids.  Thank you for your support of our school 
ventures. 
Thank you to the Lapathon Committee for their work in coordinating an awesome event.  Also, a huge thank 
you to our Faction Captains and Vice-Captains, who were at school around 7.15am to help set up the   
courses. Great job everyone. 
 

2020 Proposed Class Structure 
Each year we publish a ‘proposed’ class structure to the school community.  This is based on projected    
student numbers and is always subject to change should enrolments fluctuate. At our last P & C meeting 
and Board meeting, I explained the process used in constructing a class structure.  I then gave the task to 
parents of constructing a possible class structure based on the projected enrolment at the time.  I must say 
they did a pretty good job and were fairly accurate as well.  However, our proposed 2020 Class Structure 
will be:  

4 x Kindy   1 x Year 3/4   
3 x Pre-Primary  2 x Year 4   
3 x Year 1   1 x Year 4/5   
3 x Year 2   2 x Year 5 
2 x Year 3     2 x Year 6 
   

Parents should not speculate in regards to which teachers will teach certain year levels in 2020, as each year 
a number of teachers do change their area of teaching responsibilities.  Staff allocation to individual classes 
will not occur until late in Term 4, once the staffing process has been finalised.  As you can see, with our 
growing school enrolments (projected to commence next year with 525 students), 2020 will see an increase 
of 2 operational classrooms compared to our existing structure.  Staffing processes are underway and it is   
expected our 2020 class structure school will be fully staffed before the end of this school year. 

 

New shelving in C Block 
C1, C2 and C3 would like to say a big THANK 
YOU to the P&C and all the families who have 
contributed to our fundraisers this year.  We 
were lucky enough to have brand new bag racks 
installed in our wet area this morning.  They'll 
help us work on our school values of Respect 
and Responsibility as we each have our own 
space for our school bag.  Thank you again, from 
all of the Year Three students and staff. 



Public School Review – Wednesday 4th December 
As part of the Department of Education’s quality assurance processes, Davallia PS will participate in a Public 
School Review. This will see Mr Stuart Percival (Director – Public School review) and a peer principal conduct 
a review based on 6 main areas: 

Relationships and Partnerships 
Learning Environment 
Leadership 
Use of Resources 
Teaching Quality 
Student Achievements and Progress 

We look forward to their visit, their validations of the work we do and the identification of improvement 
opportunities for us to investigate. 
 

Have a ‘HAPPY’ fortnight. 
 

John O’Neill 
Principal 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

A No Screen Dream 
I’m sure a lot of children who enjoy time on their screens, can’t imagine life without them. Have you ever 
witnessed what our kids get up to without the option of their devices and screens? In the event of a power 
failure, breakage or ban, what do your kids choose as an alternative? 
During last week’s camp on Rottnest, the Year Sixes had NO screen time. Four days of NO technology meant 
they had to find other things to do to relax when time permitted. There were NO devices and there was NO 
TV. Not surprisingly the students found plenty of things to do whenever there was a moment for them to 
relax. Where at home they may have reached for their phone, iPad or Xbox remote when they were looking 
for something to do, on camp it wasn’t an option. On camp they grabbed a ball, a Frisbee, a vortex and a 
friend and headed outside to find a space to play instead. 
One of the highlights for me this year was a spontaneous ‘Dance Off’ the Year sixes became involved in with 
another school sharing the barracks. Kids came running from everywhere to watch or to get involved and 
both schools summoned their champions to represent them in competition. To think some of these children 
would usually choose to be hunched over a device in their down time made the moment even more        
enjoyable to witness. The ‘Dance Off’ was followed in rapid succession with a basketball match and AFL 
game that were inclusive and high spirited. 
So, for four full days the Year Sixes survived without their electronic screens. I don’t think they even missed 
them. The constant activity and being with their friends was engaging enough for all of them to completely 
forget about their devices. They were being detoxed and they were enjoying it. 
As expected the Year Six camp was a great success. The weather was amazing, the food was great and the 
students did not let us down. Clearly, our children do have the skills to survive in a world without screens. I 
suppose we just need to work a little harder to provide alternatives and opportunities to experience going 
without them. You never know, in time, they may just choose activity over their device, all by themselves. 
 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

Important Dates – Please check out our live calendar on the website ( http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au ) 
Wednesday 4th December Public School Review 
Thursday 12th December  Student Councillor Assembly 
Tuesday 17th December  Presentation Assembly 
     Year 6 Graduation    
Thursday 19th December   Talent Quest  
     Term 4 Concludes 
 

Battery Recycling 
Remember that if you have any dry cell batteries including AA, AAA, C, D, button batteries, 9V, 6V (single 
use or rechargeable), as well as cordless power tool batteries, they can be put in the bin which is located in 
the Library. Let’s get recycling Davallia!  

http://davalliaps.wa.edu.au


F r o m  O u r  C h a p l a i n  

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE 
AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,  
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited.  Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

The Davallia Christmas Collection 2019 for The Salvation Army  
It is that time of year again when we are starting to plan festive things. 
This means it’s a great opportunity to consider how we can help other families who find 
Christmas time difficult. 
Over the past three years we have been able to give over 1500 items to The Salvation Army 
in Balga, who then distributed them to local needy families each  
Christmas. The Salvation Army in Balga supports 80 - 90 families 
each week, by providing them with food. At Christmas time the 
Salvos put together a Christmas Store at their church in Balga, 
where people in need can collect a special Christmas food hamper 
and some toys for their children. For the Salvos to do this they 
require many donations from the public. That’s where we come in. 
Next Monday the 25th of November we will begin our annual 
Christmas collection for The Salvation Army. Please bring in non- 
perishable Christmas food such as biscuits, chips, apple cider, soft 
drink, tinned ham, tinned turkey, tinned fruit, tinned vegetables, fruit pudding, sweets, tinned fish etc. If 
you are able, it would also be great if you could donate a new toy.  The Salvation Army also endeavours to 
give one toy to each child in these families at Christmas. For some children this is the only toy that they will 
get this Christmas and these toys and gifts must be brand new.  
The collection will finish on the 9th December. Each Classroom will have a red Christmas donation tub for 
the students to place their donations in.  
Thank you in advance. 

Louisa Read 
School Chaplain 

F r o m  O u r  P & C  

AGM 
The final P & C meeting of 2019 will be held in the school library later this term, the date will be advised 
shortly. This is an important one as it is the AGM. 
What this means is that all P & C executive roles will become vacant on the night, along with the addition of 
some new positions due to the changes to the WACSSO constitution this year. 
Positions available include President, Vice President, Fundraising Co-ordinator, Kiss n Drive Co-ordinator 
and many more. 
We are looking for new faces and fresh ideas to continue to grow our P & C. We aim to increase our com-
munication, awareness and transparency in 2020, whilst making Davallia Primary School an even more de-
sirable place for our children to learn, develop and most of all, have fun. 
To vote for any person, you have to be present at the AGM. In the event that you wish to nominate for a 
role but cannot attend, you can send your nomination through in writing prior to the meeting. 
The voting process will take place using an app so please bring a smart phone to take part. 
To nominate for ANY role or to find out further information, including information about all the available 
roles, please email our Secretary, Carly Stokes, at davalliapcsecretary@gmail.com by close of business 
Wednesday 4th December 2019. 
 

Family Fun Night 
Next Friday 29th November we will hold our annual Family Fun Night.  While this is a huge event on the P&C 
fundraising calendar, moreover it is  a time to celebrate the year that was with other families.  There will be 
delicious burgers and sausage sizzles available for purchase,  live music, a bouncy castle, silent auction items 
and more.  Tickets are on sale now at $10 per family through the school office. 

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au
mailto:davalliapcsecretary@gmail.com

