
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 3     25th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
Wow!  What a difference a week makes! 
 

“Education is open for Business, but it is not Business as Usual.” 
Lisa Rodgers, Director General of Education.  
 

Again, an enormous thankyou to the Davallia Community for your understanding, support and      
diligence during this interesting situation.  There has been a lot of changes to how we at Davallia go 
about our business.  Most is in stark contrast to what we value and hold as important and what our 
school culture is built upon.  We understand that change is inevitable but we also are determined to 
recognise this change is a temporary necessity and we shall return to some normality in the future.  
As a school, we have already begun the important planning for the day we fully return to school, and 
enjoy a range of celebratory activities with our students and community.  
We look forward to that day arriving as soon as it can.  Until it does, we 
continue our important roles of educating our students in the safest 
manner possible. 
 

However, one of the nicest things with the Covid-19 impact (I hope you 
don’t mind the use of nicest and Covid-19 linked in the same sentence!) 
is the resurgence of the character trait of ‘Kindness’.  Our school and 
community is fortunate to already have this character trait well and tru-
ly embedded. However, there has been an overwhelming display of 
kindness from the community to the school.  My staff have been 
touched by the kindness and generosity of our school community.  Thank you so much.   I am also 
hearing many stories from within our community where neighbours are banding together to support 
and protect members of the community who may well be in the ‘high risk’ category. This is another 
indication of the strength of our community, the compassion in our community and the kindness in 
our community.  Remember, ‘Although some of us are apart, Davallia still stands together.’        
Kindness and looking out for one another will get us all through this. 

NEWS FLASH 
Message from the Director General – Announced this morning 
Today, the Government has announced all public schools in Western Australia will remain open until 
the end of term – Thursday, 9 April 2020. 
However, families are now encouraged to keep their children at home if they have the capacity to do 
so.  The Department’s learning from home resources are available to them. 
 

What this means for your school is: 

  From Monday, 30 March to Friday, 3 April all children who attend school will be taught as
 normal. 

  The following week (6 to 9 April) teachers and education assistants will prepare teaching 

 programs for Term 2. 

 During this time (6 to 9 April), students who attend school will be supervised. 
 

The Government recognises there will still be families who need to send their children to school to 
continue their learning during this period.  These may include: 

  Children of parents and carers who need their children to attend school to maintain 
 employment. 

  Children who live in families with aged relatives. 

 Children where it is safer for them to be at school. 
 

More information will be provided tomorrow. 
 

Lisa Rodgers 
Director General  
Department of Education 
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Crazy Times create a Crazy Staff 
Well it was a far from normal start to the day!  The Davallia PS staff greeted the 
kids in the under covered area this morning singing, dancing and enjoying each 
other’s company and observing appropriate social distancing. 
So how did this occur?  Well the lead culprits were Mrs Vaisey and Mrs Matthew 
who requested a song and it grew from there.  Before long just about everyone 
was out there!  Gotta love my staff! It’s on the Parents Facebook page if you would 
like to see a snippet. 

 

Assembly 
Congratulations to Mr Leaning and me who 
hosted this morning’s assembly via the PA.  
This was our first attempt at such an assembly.  
We thought we would do an item but as neither one of us can sing and no 
one could see us dance, it was just all too hard. Initial feedback is Mr Leaning 
and I are nowhere nearly as polished as the Student Council. In fact, some of 
the staff quite enjoyed providing us with some ‘constructive’ feedback.  We 
will get better!! LOL 
  

Faction Friday 
Tomorrow is Friday!!!!  We are looking forward to seeing the usual rainbow 
of faction colours at school. Even if you’re a Davallian at home, you are       
expected to wear your Faction shirt tomorrow at home!  Come on Davallia, 
let’s keep the school spirit going!!  I’ll be watching you!!! 

Jump Jam 
Last Tuesday we trialled a whole of school impromptu Jump Jam via the PA! It popped into our heads at about 
11.55am! Our Jump Jam leaders visited classrooms at the pre-arranged time of 12.20pm and our Jump Jam was 
broadcast to the school over the PA.  Wanting all of our Davallian kids to be involved, we sent home a link to a 
Jump Jam our students at home could access at the same time.  Although this was an impromptu action, we will 
plan to make this a far easier process with greater notice given to all our students at home so they have the best 
opportunity to get involved.  We gave it a go, the kids loved it and we will do even better next time! Hope the 
kids at home loved it too! 
 

Well done to our Year 6 Jump Jam Leaders who did an awesome job! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The Horsman Boys at home.    The Connell Crew at home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   C3 rocking out!     A2 Jump Jamming in French. 
 

We will continue to think up ways we can stay connected as a school community. 



Distance Education Model 
As you would have seen in the media, a range of schools are moving quickly to an online platform to deliver a 
Distance Education model for teaching and learning.  Participating in a video conference yesterday with Lisa    
Rogers, Director General of Education, she has indicated the Department of Education will also adopt this way of 
delivering curriculum.  Although the finer details are not yet available, I am confident directions will be received 
shortly in this regard.  I will inform you of any news as soon as it comes available. 
 

Parent / Teacher Interviews 
A reminder to parents you are more than welcome to email your classroom teacher to arrange a phone call or to 
have an email discussion regarding the progress of your child(ren).  These are always available so please do not 
hesitate to make contact. 
 

Withdrawal of Students from School 
This is another area which has changed slightly over the past week.  Davallia PS will continue to deliver face-to 
face learning and will continue to support families who choose to withdraw from school.  Should you make the 
difficult decision to withdraw your child(ren) from school, please access the overviews of learning posted on  
Connect by the classroom teacher.  Please do not forget to make contact with the classroom teacher to gain    
access to student’s work books.  There are a number of parents who are yet to do so and collect student   
workbooks.  I have always been totally understanding and respectful of each and every parent ’s decision to 
withdraw from attending school. In the times we are in, parents need to made decisions in the best interests of 
their family and reflective of their personal circumstance. We had 278 students absent from school today. 
 

NATIONAL DAY AGAINST BULLY AND VIOLENCE – Friday 20th March 
Well that didn’t quite eventuate the way we would have liked.  No doubt later in the year 
we will have an opportunity to recognise this important day and continue to make the 
stand against violence and bullying in our community. 
 

Honour Certificates 
We will continue to recognise the great work and efforts our students (both at home and 
at school) are giving as per usual.  Parents will be informed out of courtesy, students will be recognised via the PA 
and in the newsletter and certificates presented at the classroom level. Certificates for students who are at home 
will be posted out.  This fortnights recipients are:   
 

Lucy N  K1    Bianca V  A3 
Reece H  K2    Beau J   C1 
Zoe B   K3    Preston H  C2 
Isabelle H  K4    Chase B  C3 
Siena M  PP1    Vera O  C6 
Jack C   PP2    Kael W  C4 
Darcy D  PP3    Olivia M  C5 
Saskia-Rose K A4    Tyler R  B3 
Kyla C   A4    Luke S   B6 
Layla C  A5    Zoey C  B1 
Benjamin P  A5    Bailey C  B1 
Bridget C  A6    Ayla S   B2 
Rhys H  A2    Flynn L  B2 
 
 

Congratulations.  We are very proud of your efforts. 
 

Book Fair – Week 10 
Sadly, we have had to cancel our planned Book Fair.  We are still definitely planning to hold a Book Fair later in 
the year.  It will be huge and bigger and better than all that have come before! 
 

Handwashing Technique 
Our Community Health Nurse has provided links to a clip from the World Health Organisation regarding the    
correct technique for hand washing. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IisgnbMfKvI There are other variations 
on this including this clip which clearly demonstrates some fo the pitfalls of poor practice in this regard. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YN0HfkKF5io  

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IisgnbMfKvI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YN0HfkKF5io
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YN0HfkKF5io


Eyes Up 
Have you noticed how many people around you appear distracted by their mobile phones in what can be the 
most inopportune moments? I have, and I think it is becoming the norm rather than the exception. 
I’ve seen couples sharing a meal but not each other’s company. Despite sitting opposite each other, they are   
disengaged from the setting, fully absorbed in their phone? I’ve dodged people walking down the street with 
their eyes down as they steam straight on oblivious. I’ve sat on the train in a carriage full of people fixated on 
their screens as the real world zooms past. I have watched in disbelief from my motorbike as people responsible 
for a ton of metal hurtling along the highway are totally absent as they grapple with their phone. It’s as though 
the world in which we are present can’t hold our attention any more. Real life just can’t compete with the       
‘anti-social-media’ that addicts us.  
I find it amusing that you haven’t been somewhere or done something unless you’ve ‘shared’ it. Of course by 
sharing it on your device implies you are not connected with the people who are actually present. Imagine how 
many special moments are missed when those eyes are down seeking ‘likes’ from cyberspace. Why isn’t it 
enough that you liked the experience? 
These days it seems everyone has their eyes down. I regularly see adults playing games between texting and   
typing frenetically. I see small children being handed devices to play with, to keep them quiet. These mobile    
devices can do it all. They are a phone, a camera, a game device, a watch, a street directory, a weather forecaster, 
a web browser, a calculator, a photo album, an mp3 player, a diary, a calendar, a newspaper a social window and 
so much more. Sadly, it appears we can’t live without them and maybe we can’t live with them.  
How about seizing the moment? That family you saw sitting around the table who were all on their phones could 
easily be yours. Put the device down, leave it at the door or in another room and be present in the moment.  
Eyes up everyone or you’ll miss it all, this big adventure we call life.  

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 
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Congratulations! 
The biggest pat on the back to one of our biggest Davallians, Mr O’Neill, who today received the Aussie of the 
Month award. 
During these difficult weeks Mr O’Neill has displayed all of our Davallia School Values. 

He has shown Respect to our entire school community and the difficult decisions they have had to make, 

whilst respecting the advice of our leaders and medical experts. 

Mr O’Neill has taken Responsibility for the health and wellbeing of everyone at Davallia, from the very small 

to the very tall. 

He has displayed Perseverance, despite being severely challenged. He has been resilient and encouraged us 

all to continue to do our collective best and has seized every opportunity to celebrate the efforts of his staff and 
the wonderful students of our school. 

And finally, Mr O’Neill has been incredibly Innovative despite the very strange situation Davallia finds itself in. 

This week we had a simultaneous ‘Jump Jam’ shared with those who can’t be with us. Conducted a ‘virtual’ As-
sembly with all the trimmings. He’s found new ways to manage Social Distancing and instigated safer hygiene 
practices that are neither onerous or uncomfortable. 
Well done to Mr O’Neill, our latest Aussie of the Month award recipient for 2020. 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

Social Distancing Protocols – Please Respect this Action 
As a school we continue to be mindful of the need to observe the changes implemented at our school.  A         
reminder to parents and grandparents of the need to limit movement through the school.  All Year 3 – 6 students 
should be collected at the boundary of the school.  Please revisit the protocols located in this newsletter. 
 

It will be interesting to see the developments of the coming weeks! 
However, It is important we continue to keep the Davallian spirit alive and well. 
Let’s continue to do what we have always done and that is, look for the positives and celebrate as often as we 
can.  
Have a safe fortnight, stay strong and well connected. 

John O’Neill 
Principal 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  



Staying Connected 
A sense of connective-ness is more important than ever. It brings an increased social and emotional development 
and wellbeing along with an increased self-esteem and resilience. We as people are stronger together. That’s why 
community is worth the work involved. We are so blessed to have such a flourishing community already strongly 
established here at Davallia. Let’s focus on staying connected when its more challenging than ever. Even when 
some of us are apart we can support each other as a community and stay connected.  I’ve seen a few initiatives 
over the last few weeks that stand out and I want to share. 
Some amazing initiatives to support the community and stay connected are: 

 
 
*Isolation Postcards- These are made to hand deliver to isolated or elderly 
neighbours around you to offer your support. It’s a great way to reach out in 
your community and check in with your neighbours. These can be found 
online and printed. 
 
 
 
 

*Adopt A Health Worker- Is a Facebook Page started by a local healthcare worker 
wanting to connect Healthcare workers with locals who wish to support them in    
practical ways. It could be a Healthcare worker is on your street and needs assisting 
with a cooked meal, some household supplies, or babysitting. It’s a practical way to 
support our local healthcare workers that are working extremely hard atm.  
 
 

 
*FoodBank Drive Thru Donations- Is a fast and contactless way you can drop off          
donations. Foodbank is needing more donations than ever and Perth has generously 
been responding to their call.  
 
 
 

 
*Zoom, Facetime, and other online conferencing platforms are great resources and ways 
to connect families and communities when they are apart. There are many ways to       
connect when apart, be sure to find one that works for your family and stay connected. 
These are some helpful initiatives that are helping communities stick together through 
daunting times. There could be health workers on your street you could connect with and 
support. You may have spare donations to send Foodbank. Or you may want to send a 
postcard to a few neighbours on your street. You could set up an online chat for your kids 
and their friends. It’s all about what works for you and your family. If we can feel connected we will all be    
stronger for it. 
If at the difficult time you would like extra support and be contacted by our School Chaplain please contact        
Mr Leaning at mark.leaning@education.wa.edu.au  
 

Louisa Read 
YouthCare Chaplain  

 
 

 

 

F r o m  O u r  C h a p l a i n  

mailto:mark.leaning@education.wa.edu.au


We  A r e  D a v a l l i a n  

Before/after school and vacation care at Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,  
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited.  Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  
 

Canteen Closure 
The Duncraig Senior High School Canteen will be closed as of this Friday 27th March for the remainder of this 
term. 

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

 

OUR SCHOOL SONG 
Leading the way will be dark green and red 

D for Davallia always ahead 
Working together as good teams do 

Come sing along with us too 
 

Davallia, Davallia 
D A V A   double L  I A 

Davallia, Davallia 
Here’s to our school hip hooray 

 

Grow with respect in this school which is ours 
Over all others Davallia towers 

Trying so hard in whatever we do 
To Davallia we’ll always be true 

 

Davallia, Davallia 
D A V A   double L  I A 

Davallia, Davallia 
Here’s to our school hip hooray 

Hip hooray! 

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

