
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 2     12th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
Congratulations to Mrs Livingstone, Mrs Hill and the fabulous students from C1, who hosted 
today’s assembly.  They have been getting to know each other and finding out what makes each 
one of them special.  They talked about their skills and beliefs and gave examples of things 
which are unique to only them.  For example, C1 explained the Mr Leaning was very special   
indeed as he has a special tower in Italy named just after him! Hmm…. not quite sure if that is 
correct!  They also provided us with a clear message about stamping out bullying and wore the 
colour orange supporting harmony.  Well done to C1 on a great assembly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

C5 Valentine’s Day Assembly 
Well done to Mrs Bootsma and her awesome 
Year 4’s, who hosted the very first assembly 
of the school year.  They presented lots of 
interesting and varied information surround-
ing the history of Valentine’s Day.  Well done 
to Mrs Bootsma, who willingly ‘volunteered’ 
to tackle our first assembly.  Great job! 
 

 
 
RIDE TO SCHOOL DAY 
Looking forward to seeing a heap of bikes being ridden to school tomorrow.  Don’t forget your 
lock and helmet.  Students in Year 4 and below should ride with a responsible adult. 
 
NATIONAL DAY AGAINST BULLY AND VIOLENCE 
Friday 20th March 
We will be recognising this very important issue with a week 
of activities commencing today with C1 Assembly and 
students being encouraged to wear the colour Orange 
representing ‘Harmony’.  The week will culminate on Friday 
20th March, when the entire school will make a statement 
and stand together to stamp out bullying and violence. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF ILLNESS 
Here is some practical advice to assist in the reduction of transmitting illness at school, 
Staff and students should: 
• wash hands with soap and running water when hands are visibly dirty (at least 20 seconds); 
• wash hands with soap and water after going to the toilet (at least 20 seconds); 
 avoid using handkerchiefs; 
 cough and sneeze with a tissue or bent elbow, dispose of used tissues immediately, and use alcohol-

based hand gel or soap and water; 
• avoid touching eyes, mouth and nose;  
• wash hands with soap and water or ABHR when caring for the sick; 
• if unwell, please keep your children at home 
 
I request that you continually remind your children of the appropriate personal hygiene habits that need to 
be maintained both at home and the school.  Your support in NOT sending sick children to school is greatly 
appreciated.  A Coronavirus information update was forwarded home yesterday via email.  Please take a 
few moments to read the Department of Education’s position in this regard. 
 
PLAYING GAMES FAIRLY 
One of the great things at Davallia PS is our playground.  Generally, our students play games very well and 
include others in their games.  This is due to our constant focus on respecting others and ourselves.  Recent-
ly I talked with some students about the things they could do to make games even more fun.  This included: 
• Ensuring everyone is welcome to play your game.  Don’t be exclusive. 
• Sharing the lead when playing games.  One person is not the Boss! 
• Play a variety of games so everyone will find something they like to do. 
• Play games with a variety of friends.  That way you will never be without some friends or games to 
 play. 
 
At home, parents can help their children to learn to play fairly by adopting just a couple of the following 
simple strategies. 
Variety is the Spice of the Games Life. Provide experiences for a variety of play. Imaginative games,     
throwing and catching games, hitting games, board games, independent, collaborative and problem solving 
games.  Boisterous and quiet reflective games. 
 
Social Etiquette. Children need to know they need to wait for their turn, encouraged to use their manners 
and be polite and congratulate others and commiserate with others. 
 
Catch Kids Doing the Right Thing. Verbalise to your child when they wait and take turns, encourage others 
and play by the rules.  Kids need to know when they are a good sport! Tell them and orchestrate               
opportunities to do so. 
 
Understand the rules to reduce conflict. Before a game commences, ensure EVERYONE is clear about the 
rules and that the rules do not change. 

 
Widen the Friendship Group. Kids learn from playing with older and younger children and with kids of the 
same age.  It provides opportunity for a different ‘child’ perspective to the games being played.  Mix up the 
social groups.  Invite different children over for a play date. 
 
And most probably the most powerful strategy of all.………… 
 
Lead by example. Children learn how to play fairly by watching what their parents say and do. Playing fair 
yourself – by following the rules, accepting referee decisions, being a good sport.  These are all great role 
modelling examples. The same applies to being a spectator. What message do we send our kids with the 
comments that come from the sidelines? Focus on encouraging phrases – ‘Better luck next time’, ‘Good try’, 
‘Well played’.  That’s exactly what we want and expect our kids to be doing! 



Scooters at School 
We have been considering the possibility of permitting students to ride scooters to school.  Commencing 
Monday 16th March 2020, the school will permit students to ride scooters to school under the exact same 
conditions as bike users: 

 Helmet must be worn 

 Scooters must be properly locked in the bike racks. 
 (If your scooter is unable to be secured by a lock to the racks, then unfortunately you are not 
 permitted to ride it to school) 

 Scooters will not be permitted to be kept in the wet areas or administration  

 Scooters are not permitted to be brought or carried through the school 
Davallia Primary School is a particularly difficult site to navigate during the peak traffic times of arriving to 
and from school. Parents are requested to ensure any student who chooses to ride their scooter to school 
has the required skill level to navigate traffic and pedestrians. 
 

Have a great fortnight and let’s stand together to stamp out bullying and violence. 
John O’Neill 

Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  N e w s  

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

PAT and Mouse 
You are probably aware that Davallia is about to embark on our second year of NAPLAN online. This along 
with PAT testing throughout the years, is a computer based assessment and something our students are 
becoming quite used to. The technology is new and the infrastructure robust so we anticipate having none 
of the issue we had last year with connectivity. 
Davallia’s Year Threes and Year Fives will be completing the NAPLAN assessments in week three of next 
term. The Year Fives will do all the tests on a desktop computer or a laptop and the Year Threes will do eve-
rything except Writing, which they do with a pencil and paper as in previous years. 
Helping our students to get ready for NAPLAN, the teachers have been incorporating the use of computers 
and the skills of word processing into tasks such as writing. As you know, Davallia also provides access to the 
Typing Tournament application to all students from Year Two to Six. Typing though, is not the only skill that 
will need refining for children to achieve their best in NAPLAN. 
Although most children are using tablets at a younger and younger age, the interface they are very comfort-
able with is very different to that used to manipulate the curser on a computer. Selecting, dragging and 
clicking on an item on a screen with a detached mouse is nothing like looking at and touching the screen 
of a tablet to select or move something. We are finding the keyboard and mouse are quite foreign tools to 
many of the students. We know from last year that completing questions and writing in NAPLAN testing is 
very reliant on keyboard and mouse skills. As a result, upskilling our students has been a focus for the last 
few years. 
To help at home I would encourage you to introduce your child to using a keyboard and mouse as part of 
their screen time. There are lots of great pieces of software where using a mouse is integral to manipulating 
objects on the screen, but ask your child’s classroom teacher if you are unsure. Giving your child a chance to 
write with a keyboard is also a good idea so they learn about the tools outside of just typing e.g. Enter, Shift, 
Space and Backspace. Even an iPad Keyboard will be helpful in familiarising your child with locating the 
keys they will use on a computer. 
If you have any questions or concerns about NAPLAN please don’t hesitate to ask your child’s teacher for 
advice. In the meantime, parents of Year Three and Five students can check out the NAPLAN Online format 
by visiting https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site and have a look at the 
types of skills required to answer the questions on a computer. 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site


S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL AND VACATION CARE 
AT DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,  
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited.  Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Our school photo days are next week, 17 & 18 March.  The only method of ordering your photos, including 
sibling photos, is online through the Kapture website. 
Sibling orders close on Monday 16 March at midday, sharp.  Late requests can not be granted. 
Special group photos, ie instrumental, choir, faction captains and student council, will be taken on Wednes-
day, so students should have the appropriate uniform/instrument with them. 
 
THANKS FOR SUPPORTING VISUAL ARTS AT DAVALLIA! 
Thanks very much to all students who have already brought the following items along for us to recycle and 
re-use in our projects. Maintaining sustainable practices, as we have fun creating and innovating, is a       
priority in our Davallia Art Room.  
We will need to continue our collection of these items over the next 3 weeks.   
If you can contribute the following to our program, please leave them on the grey table at the entrance of 
the Art Room.  

 Cardboard tubes, ideally paper towel cylinders. Any other ‘thin card’ tubes of this size, or longer, 
would also be very useful 

 Large cereal boxes 

 Yogurt containers of any size. Lids are appreciated but not essential 

 Clear plastic 1 kg honey containers. Lids are appreciated but not essential  

 Any picture frames you no longer need, A4 size (approx 20 × 30cm) or larger 
 

Thanks again! 
Vicki Secrett 
Art Teacher 

   CONGRATULATIONS! 
   A huge well done to Sullivan W in Year 5, who shot a 91 last weekend to win this   
   impressive trophy in his very first golf tournament! Sully achieved 5 pars in his last 
   10 holes last Sunday at Lake Karrinyup Country Club. Way to go Sul, top job!  
  

  THE DODS BAREFOOT BBQ 
  The "DODS" (Dad's of Davallia Students) group held our first Dad's and kids only 
  event for 2020 on Saturday evening with a relaxed BBQ. 
  The event saw nearly 30 dads and 40 kids enjoying an 
afternoon of fun, food and new friendships by provid-

ing a chance for Dads to meet and chat over the BBQ.  The ice creams were 
also a big hit and the money raised will help to cover the group establishment 
costs and a bit left for the kitty towards the next event which will be              
announced very soon.   The DODS would like to thank everyone who got      
involved and special mention to Markus from Golden West Ice for donating the 
ice, John O'Neill for his assistance and the entire DODS organising team; 
Neil Porter, Cameron Fleming, Grant Porteus, Shaun Tuppin, Darryl Pires and Jared Rowe. 
Want to get involved in future events? All Dads of Davallian Students (and Father Figures) 
are invited to join. Simply sign up to receive event updates and more information at The  
Fathering Project website: thefatheringproject.org/dads-group/davallia-primary-school/ 
You can also find the DODS on facebook at: @DadsofDavallia 

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au
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