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“We have physical distance, but we don't have to have emotional distance”.
These words came from an article ‘Staying in Touch: Why Kids Need Teachers During Coronavirus
School Closings’, by Tara Newhouse. She talks about the importance of being connected,
ensuring the teacher/students emotional connection is not lost.
She makes the following points:

secure bonds with our teachers are really important in social-emotional development

we have physical distance, but we don't have to have emotional distance from our
students

hearing from their teachers provides young people comfort and consistency amid the
disruptions caused by school closings and social distancing

students need to have their emotions validated and be offered reassurance

students thrive on continuity and modelling resiliency

Our school and our classrooms are based on strong relationships and good communication. As a
staff we need to be cognisant of the need to continue to work hard at maintaining our emotional connection with our students whilst in a Distance Learning environment. I think we have
made a pretty good start with this.
Right at the beginning of all the Covid-19 disruptions, I spoke to the staff about the importance
of not losing our school atmosphere or school culture. School as we knew it would change, so
we needed to be adaptable, innovative and embrace the change without losing sight of what
Davallia Primary School is all about. Our focus has been on positive and timely communication,
finding ways to keep that Davallia feeling going strong, and to ensure the kids are connected,
knowing they are valued and remembering they are Davallians. Our commitment to you all is to
continue to do this, continue to make our school atmosphere at home and school strong and
positive, and to look forward to the time in the future when we will celebrate Davallia Primary
School as a physical entity once again. I think our slogan says it all, ‘Although some of us are
apart, Davallia stands together’.
You, the Davallian community, have been fantastic. We continue to receive so many thoughtful
gestures, uplifting messages and words of encouragement. We look forward to doing our best
for you and your children. We will make mistakes and there will continue to be teething
problems which we will solve, learn from and get better and better with this new situation we
find ourselves in. Thank you again for your support, patience and understanding.
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Term 2 – Commences Wednesday 29th April (whether at home or at school)
A reminder for parents Term 2 officially commences on Wednesday 29th April 2020, whether at
home or at school. Tuesdays 28th April is a School Development Day where students do not
attend school and maybe not do any work at home!

Principal’s Message (continued)
Who Can Attend School
As included in the WA Education Position and Update Number 16 forwarded to parents today, the following
statement was made:
Attendance
In accordance with the Director General’s instructions for Term 2:
•
All public schools will remain open.
•
Parents are encouraged to keep their children at home. Those who need to send their children to
school to maintain employment, children of essential workers and those who require schools to
support them overcome particular vulnerabilities, however, may choose to do so.
•
To ensure that all students’ needs are met, staff will be present on school sites.
•
All students will be taught: those attending schools and those learning at home.
•
Student wellbeing remains a priority, notably for our most vulnerable students.
I guess nothing has changed from where we have been this term and we continue to push forward with
the delivery of an online learning program for students who will be learning from home. I politely remind
parents the intent of the statement above relates to necessity and not convenience. As always, I greatly
appreciate the support parents have given the school in keeping their children safe and at home, and I also
have the utmost respect for those parents who have been unable to keep their children at home for the
above reasons. I have a WebEx conference with the Director General at 3pm this afternoon and should
there be further information I will update you immediately.
The Staff
To say I am immensely proud of my staff is an understatement!
My staff are simply amazing. They continue to work collaboratively, presenting as one positive team moving
forward. For some, their roles have and will be completely transformed from what they once knew it to be.
They are acquiring a brand new skill set and rapidly learning how to apply these skills to an online learning
environment. New leaders are emerging and it’s been so inspiring to see how they are supporting one
another. They have a shared responsibility for upskilling, motivating, supporting and caring for each other.
Pretty impressive to say the least! It’s working and collectively we are in a great position. I am sure you can
see why I am immensely proud of each and every one of them. Thank you to the many, many parents who
have made contact with the staff, checking in on them to see how they are going. They are feeling
supported and cared for by the community. Thank you.
Kiss and Drive Library Exchange
Mrs Baker is a legend! Today Davallia PS had our first Kiss and Drive Library Exchange. It was a great success
with 72 students ordering and 125 books going home! It was certainly a bit of a party out there with all the
staff attending to wave and cheer the kids and parents. We played some Jump Jam music and the staff got
into the spirit of things! Pretty sure the neighbours thought the staff had finally cracked under the pressure!
We will continue this process next term commencing Week 2, so please keep an eye out for further
information early in Term 2.

Principal’s Message (continued)
Resources Collection
Well done to everyone on collecting your child(ren)’s resource packs, respecting
social distancing protocols and dispersing from the school grounds quickly. Please
ensure your children do not access these before the commencement of Term 2.
Did you notice the table signs indicating the room number? Yesterday, I emailed
the staff a little competition on who can make the best table sign. I hope you took
the time to have a look. They were fantastic. Thank you to the staff for the extra
effort in putting these packages together.
WebEx Video Conferencing
By the end of this week, all classes (Yr 1 – 6) will have had the opportunity to
experience a virtual class meeting through WebEx. It has been great to be involved and to hear and see lots
of the students. Some of the Year 2’s even got to meet my dog, Sully! The staff thoroughly enjoyed seeing
their students. This is the new world for a while. Different but exciting!
Lunch from Damian Shuttleworth
Last Friday, our staff were provided lunch by Damian Shuttleworth, Principal, Carine Senior High School. He
wanted to support my staff with lunch:

In recognition of the great work they are doing

For working through many recess and lunch times to achieve great things for our community

To let them know they are valued, and

To remind them they are not on their own in this

I wish to thank Damian for his compassion towards our staff during this time. I also wish to thank Jarrod
Doyle (Davallian parent) who created the wonderful food we all enjoyed!
Honour Certificates
The final Honour Certificates for Term 2 were read out over the P A. It is pleasing to see students being
recognised for the efforts irrespective of whether they are physically at school or at home. This fortnight’s
recipients are:
Hannah S
Sasha W
Isabella S
Sofia T
Tex H
Stanley S
Seth C
Jamie L
Chelsea N

K1
K2
K3
K4
PP1
PP2
PP3
A4
A5

Taylah W
Samuel B
Aubrey R
Ethan H
Arjun T
Evan S
Paige S
Matthew D
AJ M

A6
A2
A3
C1
C1
C1
C3
C6
C4

Lawson F
Millie M
Remi G
Patrick J
Caleb S
Chloe GB
Isabella T
Ellie E

C5
B3
B5
B6
B1
B1
B1
B2

Congratulations to you all and keep up the great effort.
Parent / Teacher Interviews
In this new style of curriculum delivery, it is even more important for parents to stay well connected with
classroom teachers. Parents are encouraged to email staff with any concerns or requests for support. If we
can help out, we always will.
Jump Jam
The virtual Jump Jams are going great. It was fantastic to see so many students up and moving. Our
commitment is to keep Jump Jamming throughout Term 2. We will schedule Jump Jams and let the
community know well in advance so as to keep the spirit going. Thanks for getting involved. You are
awesome!

Principal’s Message (continued)
Communication with the Community
Please remember the two official communication processes utilised by the school are Connect and email. I
have utilised the Parents Facebook page on an impromptu basis but this is not where I will release official
communications from the school.
Holidays
I trust you will all have an enjoyable holiday period. It is important for us all to support each other and be
innovative in staying connected. The heart of Davallia Primary School may not be meeting together these
days, but we know it beats strong in our community. Say hi to the kids. We are missing them and want
them to know that!
Look after yourselves. Stay safe, stay healthy and stay connected.
Enjoy the holidays and we look forward to working with you next term.
Term 2 will be an exciting, albeit very different term!
I can’t wait.
John O’Neill
Principal

Associate Principal’s Message
Every Cloud
Those stories my parents told me, in broad English accents, about life during and after the war keep coming
back to me now. Their stories of desperation, hardship, rationing, sickness and disease from when their
world had been torn apart and turned upside down seem more real to me today. For most of my life I was
happy being unable to comprehend their struggle, but suddenly I’m getting a better idea of what it must
have felt like.
During difficult times like those we are presently living in, it is hard to see anything positive coming from all
the sadness, fear and loss. I, like most people, have never experienced anything like this pandemic in my lifetime. Nothing could have prepared me for it.
But, we all seem to find ways of coping with and challenging ourselves when faced with adversity. Occasionally great discoveries, new skills and changed processes will come about, just because we can’t do as we always have safely anymore.
In peace time, in the decades of prolonged good health and limited risk of facing serious disease since, the
world may have become a little complacent. Perhaps we have let our collective guards down and are now
rediscovering habits we should have been doing all along to stay fit, healthy and disease free. I for one am
washing my hands more often and more diligently than I have ever done before. I’m constantly wiping down
surfaces, I’m using hand sanitiser throughout the day and I am social distancing. Perhaps a number of these
practises should have been happening my whole life.
In the last two weeks I’ve discovered Zoom, Teams and WebEx. I now also know how to use them all and
have been in awe of our teachers teaching their students how to use WebEx too. For the short term, this will
be how our teachers and their students keep in touch and see each other face to face. All our teachers are
busily devising ways to use this technology to deliver teaching now that everyone is apart.
The NBN finally arrived in Duncraig last year and Davallia’s internet speed was quadrupled last month. The
timing couldn’t have been better for us all. With some families with multiple children on multiple devices all
using the internet simultaneously, this advancement in connectivity is vitally important. At school, our staff
are so grateful for the hardware and infrastructure we had the foresight to put in place.
Finally, I think we all have a new appreciation for what we have taken for granted. Our lifestyle and freedom
in Western Australia is unrivalled. We are blessed to be as fortunate as we are. When this difficult period
passes I think we will all have a better understanding of what it means to be living in the lucky country.
Stay safe everyone and we will see you all one way or another next term.
Mark Leaning
Associate Principal

From Our P&C President
The Davallia community never ceases to amaze me. When I asked our Treasurer, Dan Davis, for a
‘Doomsday Budget’, I was thrilled to hear that even if we didn’t fundraise this year we would still be able to
deliver to the school a new cubby for the ELC and our annual contribution to ICT plus some cash in the bank.
This is no small feat and I extend my gratitude to the 2019 Committee for leaving us a healthy bank balance.
Their work last year is to be commended.
The new Executive Committee have also managed to get the ball rolling on a new software package that will
eventually see scrounging for coins to be a thing of the past. We are working on a system that will enable us
to take online payments for fundraising events. The P&C will also have all our documentation in one central
location which will make our team more efficient and hand-over simplified. Thanks to Megan Varker and
Executive members for your extra work on this project.
Although our fundraising has slowed to a halt for now, I do want to extend thanks to parents who contributed to cake stalls, Katie Mitch for organising assembly coffee van and also to Abby Nygren for organising and
then un-organising the disco – hopefully she will be re-organising this later in the year. Alana Birch and the
fundraising committee have some wonderful new fundraising ideas which we hope will come to fruition
later in the year.
Finally, an enormous thank to John O’Neill and all the staff at Davallia. Your positivity, generosity and perseverance in delivering the best possible outcomes for our children in the most trying of times is very much
appreciated. Our school values are well and truly alive in the actions of the Davallia team who, as always,
lead by example.
Wishing you all a restful, safe and happy Easter!
Leigh Walker
P&C President

Community Notices
Before/after school and vacation care at Davallia Primary School
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full Govt benefits and rebates apply.
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

