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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
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It has been an enormous relief to see our student body return to Davallia Primary School. Our
school is far from complete without the students, so last Wednesday when hundreds of students
walked in through the school ‘gates’, you could hear and see the relief from the staff. Our world
(as we knew it) has not quite returned to its former glory, but we are well on the way to getting
back to quality face-to-face teaching and learning, appropriate social interaction and our usual
heaps of fun. I have to tell you, Davallia Primary School is a pretty boring place without the kids.
It is they who makes our jobs such a rewarding profession. Great to see their smiling faces
around the school again.
Congratulations to all our parents who took on the role of ‘teacher’ whilst learning from
home. Feedback from staff is that you all did an amazing job and the kids have engaged well
with the online learning provided. Mind you, spare a thought next time your child comes home
from school saying they were bored. Feedback from the kids is, although you did a good job,
they are pretty happy to get back to school!
Arrival to and Departing from School
Well done again to all parents, who have been absolutely fantastic in observing their distance
from school. Kiss and Drive has been a bit hectic, although it continues to disperse many
students relatively quickly. The students have also been outstanding, adopting a very mature
approach to this new practice. It is hoped in the near future we will again see our parents
enjoying the opportunity to walk their child(ren) to class. A reminder to parents who utilise Kiss
and Drive - Parents must not get out of the vehicle and children must get out of the car on the
passenger side. If this can not be undertaken, Kiss and Drive is not for you.
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Pending Announcement
Earlier this week, Health Minister Roger Cook intimated directions will be given surrounding
education and schooling for the commencement of Week 4. He suggested government will
meet tomorrow (Friday) and a statement will be made in this regard. As usual, I will inform you
as soon as possible of any developments regarding schooling.
Online and Face-to-Face Teaching
This week has seen 92%+ attendance at school. Our usual daily average is 95%. Projected
figures from parents suggest from Monday 11th May 2020, 94% of students will attend the
classroom. As a result, teachers have returned to their fulltime face-to-face teaching role. It will
be untenable for teaching staff to continue to deliver a high quality teaching and learning
program via two modes of delivery (online and face-to-face). The very few students who
continue to learn from home will be supported, although the form this support will take will
have to change. Staff continue to work diligently to determine the best process moving forward.
I will inform you of our directions pending any announcements tomorrow.
Continued...

Principal’s Message (continued)
Capital Works
Davallia Primary School has certainly has been a busy place over the holiday period with the following
improvements being attended to:






Universal access improvements to all wet areas – ramping
Universal Access improvements to the Library – ramping and widened door access
Roof replacement – Library
Staff Carpark (Juniper way) - resurfacing and line marking
Under cover area – resurfacing and painting (yet to be completed)

These improvements have been well over due and are greatly appreciated.

Honour Certificates
Well done to the following students who are this fortnight’s recipients of an Honour Certificate.
K1
K2
K3
K4
PP1
PP2
PP3
A4
A4
A5

Tomas S
Ella M
Harper S
Luca O
Miles Mosele
Anna H
Emily H
Zoe R
Jordan D
Koby N

A6
A6
A2
A3
C1
C2
C3
C4
C5
C5

Ned H
Bridget C
Levi M
Tamara H
Ella O
Sarah L
Jessica H
Jasmine C
Anna L
Farah H

C6
B5
B5
B6
B6
B1
B1
B2
B2
B2

Felix B
Oliver S
Oscar S
Amelia F
Tyler P
Christina R
Caleb S
Harrison L
Finn O
Kaitlyn P

We are very proud of you all. Well done! Digital images will be forwarded home by the classroom teacher.

Continued...

Principal’s Message (continued)
2021 Kindergarten Enrolments – Open
It is time for our fantastic community to put the word
out amongst their friends, families and neighbours that
we are currently accepting applications for enrolment
in our 2021 Kindergarten program.
Any interested parents can simply email Candi Nelson
(Candi.Nelson@education.wa.edu.au) for an application pack.
Each year, our goal is to have a minimum of 60 Kindy
students, although we do have the capacity to cater for
up to 80 students.

In many cases, the Kindergarten intake may well be the
only time parents from outside the catchment area have
a realistic opportunity to attend our school.
So, if you have friends who may like their children to attend Davallia PS or neighbours with appropriately
aged children, have a chat to them and have them email Candi. Should an enrolment from outside the
catchment be accepted for Kindergarten, they will hold their position at our school through to Year 6.

Have a great fortnight.
John O’Neill
Principal

Associate Principal’s Message
Challenges
As Davallia’s gates opened again to start Term Two, a team of us positioned ourselves out the front to
welcome our students back and to give directions to uncertain parents. I really enjoyed seeing the children
arriving, smiling and excited to be back. Sure a couple of children and parents found saying goodbye
challenging, but we were well prepared and acted quickly to make the children feel comfortable about
being back. Everyone should be congratulated for contributing to such a smooth transition.
Amongst the powerful words in our school vision and values, two stand out as particularly relevant at this
difficult time. The first is resilience and the other is perseverance. At a time when we are all being
challenged and our lives have been impacted in all manner of unusual ways, these two attributes are being
really tested.
Coming back to school after such a long and unusual break would have been understandably harder for
some children. You can imagine many children would have become quite used to being at home and having
Mum and Dad in close proximity. Returning to school may have felt unusually jarring, strangely unfamiliar
and a little worrying. For a number of children starting back after the longer than usual Term Two break was
going to be a challenge.
Continued...

Associate Principal’s Message (continued)
Our Davallia school culture encourages us all to challenge ourselves, take risks and celebrate effort. We
acknowledge it is normal to feel nervous, anxious and fearful when we are about to do something
uncomfortable, a bit hard or for the very first time. We know we are going to have to take a risk, a first step
or jump and maybe we will fail, but we also know that doing hard things is good for us. With facing
challenges and pushing through, we train ourselves in readiness for future moments that will challenge us
and fill us with doubt.
Opting out, avoiding difficulty or retreating is not good for us, particularly if we make a habit of it. The
children who never push through the difficult moments miss out on the reward that comes with ‘making it’.
Such behaviour, if it becomes habit, can lead to greater anxiety levels, unnecessary fear of the unknown and
a reluctance to take any risks. If they are able to persevere, regardless of whether they triumph or mess up,
the next time will be easier. Learning they will be okay, children begin to believe that perhaps they can do
things that worry them. Each time they are faced with something hard, something challenging, experience
in perseverance may give them the confidence to try and not give up.
As we know, facing up to life’s challenges become easier with experience. This is how we build resilience. It
is not wise to shelter our children from those experiences. The more they challenge themselves the better
they will cope when things are truly difficult.
Encourage your children to try new things, to take considered risks and allow them to experience failure.
Real life seldom works out perfectly every time, but nobody ever achieved anything worthwhile without
being challenged. Let’s embrace the challenges and like we always do at Davallia, celebrate the effort.
Mark Leaning
Associate Principal

School Notices
CONGRATULATIONS!
The April 2020 Aussie of the Month Award was presented at today’s ‘isolation’ assembly over the PA by Mr
Leaning. It was presented to twins, Lexie and Logan, in Year Four, acknowledging the exceptional kindness,
consideration and politeness displayed towards their peers and staff alike. These two students genuinely
care about their classmates and exhibit all the values we admire in a true Davallian. Congratulations to Lexie
and Logan on being recognised for their very special award.

GROUP PHOTOS NOW AVAILABLE FROM KAPTURE
Following our recent school photography by Kapture, you can now view and order any special photos taken
this year. When visiting https://www.kapture.com.au/event.asp you will need to enter our school code
under the Sports & Event tab to access the gallery – Code: DDP56S

Community Notices
Before/after school and vacation care at Davallia Primary School
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full Govt benefits and rebates apply.
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

