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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
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Term Thanks
Not sure what happened to the past 10 weeks, but Term 3 is all but done! The old saying, ‘Time
flies when you’re having fun!’ certainly holds true here at Davallia Primary School. Yes, we have
all had a heap of fun, but there has also been the important work of teaching and learning
happening in every classroom. As always, our school community has been there every step of
the way, supporting the school whenever and however possible. Thank you all for your
continued investment in our school. Enjoy the next two weeks with your children.
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My staff continue to work tirelessly for your children. They are committed and diligent in their
endeavours. They give far beyond what is expected, with most of this happening quietly behind
the scenes. They too have felt the pressures of this disjointed year, although they have never
lost sight of the most important aspect of their work, the students. They are resilient,
have persevered and I wish them all a very relaxing holiday break.
A5 & A6 Assembly
Today we were thoroughly entertained by the Year 1 students from A5 and A6 as they led the
School assembly. In keeping with the spirit of the week, Mindfulness was the theme. They
reminded us that Mindfulness is being present and fully engaged with whatever we are doing at
the moment, paying full attention to something and really slowing down to really notice what
you are doing. Some very good advice indeed. Congratulations to Mrs McIntyre, Mrs Gilbey and
the mindful students of A5 & A6.
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Principal’s Message (continued)
Year 5 Stargazing Night
Last night, our Year 5’s and their parents, enjoyed a fantastic night, learning from Mr Rick Tonello from
Astronomy Education Services, an amazing Astronomer who is also the lead Astronomer at the Gin Gin
Observatory. He brought with him approximately $25,000 worth of telescopes for the students and parents
to enjoy. Following a media presentation, Rick took the kids, and the big kids, out to the oval to marvel at a
range of planets and stars. It was a really informative evening. Special thank you to Camille Gera and Julie
Mincherton who organised an awesome meal and drinks for those in attendance. Well done to Mrs
Kendrick, Mr Haworth, Mrs Cadby and Miss Zaccaria for their collective leadership of this initiative.
Although seeing an close up view of planets and the moon was amazing, the real ‘stars’ of the night were
the Year 5’s, as they were outstanding. Congratulation on a fantastic night.

Term 4 starts Monday 12 October 2020
A reminder that Term 4 starts on Monday 12th October 2020 as there is no School Development Day at the
start of next Term. School Development Days for Term 4 are as follows:

Week 4 - Friday 6th November 2020

Week 5 – Monday 9th November 2020
A reminder that students do not attend school on these days.
Best Wishes to Miss Louisa
I wish to inform the school community Louisa Read, our school Chaplain, has been
merit selected to the Chaplaincy role at Yuluma PS. Her position commences next
term, so today is her last day at Davallia Primary School. Louisa’s role at Yuluma PS
will be very different to her role here, and she is excited at the opportunities this
will bring, alberit a bit sad to be leaving Davallia PS. On behalf of the school
community, I thank Louisa for her contributions over the past 4 1/2 years and wish
her the very best for the future.
Lapathon – Tomorrow—Friday 25th September
This Friday will be holding our annual Lapathon and it will be awesome. It will be a great event full of heaps
of fun, excitement, water pistols and an inflatable Ninja course for the kids to enjoy! Our challenge to
every student is to identify 5 sponsors who could sponsor $5 for the lapathon. You are most welcome to
identify more if you can. Free Sporty dress on this day! It has been awesome to see the students proudly
bringing in their
sponsorship money. Keep it up! Parents are welcome to attend and watch from
afar in the designated areas as per the Faction Athletics Carnival. This year, all
monies raised will go to the P & C to support the funding of the 2020 Wish List.

Principal’s Message (continued)
2021 Projected Enrolment
To say we are full is an understatement! 2021 will see Davallia
Primary School commence with a projected enrolment of 560
students. We have had significant growth right across the school
resulting in no further out of boundary applications to be considered.
Each week we received multiple requests for enrolment at the school.
When speaking with these parents, they are expressing their desire to
attend a school with a positive school culture, an engaged school
community, a strong set of values, a focus on developing the whole
child and a school which has their students at the front of all decisions. Many families make application on
the recommendation of our parents, who are the strongest advocates for our school. Should we accept all
applications for enrolment, we would easily commence next year with 650+ students! We simply do not
have the capacity to accommodate every application received. Unfortunately, we will not be accepting
further enrolments external to the local intake area.
2021 Kindy Meeting
Last week I had the pleasure of meeting the parents of our 2021 Kindy students. We have 57 new Davallians
commencing Kindergarten next year, with only 11 families new to the school. We will formally welcome our
new families to school next year. As our school approaches capacity, no further out of boundary enrolments
will be considered.
‘Proposed’ 2021 Class structure – Subject to change.
Each year we publish a ‘proposed’ class structure to the school community. This is based on projected
student numbers and is always subject to change should enrolments fluctuate. Our ‘proposed’ 2021 Class
Structure, at this moment in time, is:
3 x Kindergarten
4 x Pre-Primary
3 x Yr 1
3 x Yr 2
3 x Yr 3
2 x Yr 4
2 x Yr 5
1 x Yr 5/6
2 x Yr 6
Parents should not speculate as to staff deployment in particular year levels. Annually, areas of teaching
responsibilities do change.
Interschool Athletics Carnival
Wow! This year’s Interschool Athletics Carnival was a tough one. Although
we achieved 7th place overall, our school was the stand out school in many
other areas. Our school is well regarded as having the strongest school
spirit. This was clearly on display throughout the day. Our team
persevered in each and every event we competed in by giving the best
effort they could muster. For this I am extremely proud of them all.
As usual, their behaviour was exemplary. So, although we may not have
finished as strongly as we would have liked to, we were certainly winners in
many other areas.
Well done to Greg Perry and all the staff who supported the team through
their attendance and training.
Special mention and well done to Sully Williams (tied Year 5 Champion Boy)
and Jasmine Carson Runner-up Year 4 Champion Girl.

Principal’s Message (continued)
Toilet Upgrade – Capital Works
Our renovation of the toilet blocks commenced last weekend
with A block currently stripped and the renewal process
beginning. It’s quite a long process which will see a bit of
disruption to our normal operations. Nothing our staff and
students can’t cope with. However, a short term
inconvenience for a long term gain is what we are focussed on.
Planned Refurbishment Schedule:
A Block – Week 10, Term 3 to Week 1, Term 4 (inclusive)
C Block – Week 2 to Week 4, Term 4 (Inclusive)
B Block – Week 5 to Week 9, Term 4 (inclusive)
Class Room Painting – Maintenance Works
I have also secured funding to have all classrooms internally painted in the Christmas School holidays
(excluding ECE). It is also planned to have the School Library painted during the Term 1 break next year. This
will see the completion of internal and external painting of our school.
Wellbeing Day – 25th September
As part of our developing Wellbeing project, our school will be holding a
Wellbeing Day on Friday 25th September which is the last day of this
Term. We will have a range of activities for students to enjoy, a special
Mindfulness Movement incursion, all classes will have mindfulness
activities and the day will conclude with our annual Lapathon.
Free sporty dress on this day.
A New ECE Cubby

Talking about capital up-grades, our ECE staff ordered a great new wooden cubby for the kids to enjoy.

Thinking the unit would be delivered as a flat packed, simple installation item, the cubby arrived last Friday
in individual pieces needing power tools and construction knowledge to put it together. The cry for help
went out to our ECE families and 6 Knights with shining power tools arrived in the afternoon to save the day.
Huge shout out to Dylan McComish, Brendon Wiseman, Trent Smith, Shaun Tuppin, Aaron Ferster and Kayne
Ryan, who collectively saved the day! Job well done fellas!

Retirements
Further to my recent announcement of Peta Beaton’s and Trenna Lewington’s pending retirement, I wish to
inform the school community Di Cadby will also retire from the profession at the of the school year. Di has
been totally invested in our school for many, many years as a long standing staff member, a parent of
Davallia Primary School and a former P & C President. Her contributions to the school and community have
been greatly appreciated. We wish her a long, happy and healthy retirement commencing early 2021.
Cleaning during the Course of the Day
Recently, the Department of Education announced the continuance of cleaning high frequency areas during
the course of the school day for Term 4. As such, we will continue with parents restricted from entering
classrooms before school and accessing wet areas. Thank you for your continued understanding in this
regard.

Principal’s Message (continued)
Honour Certificates
Congratulations to the following students who have been recognised this week for their great
effort:
K1
K1
K2
K3
K4
PP1
PP2
PP3
A4
A5
A6
A6

Leo R
Theodore A
Emi Z
Ayla W
Katelyn C
Levi P
Riley B
Audrey M
Hayden W
Elizabeth M
Pippa R
Maximus H

A2
A2
A3
A3
C1 Art
C1
C2
C3
C3
C6
C4
C4

Marco C
Emma B
Lawson H
Hunter K
Dixie C
Chen Z
Brody W
Andrew B
Olivia C
Noor H
Henry C
Ryan H

C5
B3
B3
B3 Art
B5
B6
B1
B1
B2
B2

Matilda C
Emily L
Jacob S
Tyler R
Archie P
Bhakti J
Keaton F
Declan G
Lleyton S
Finn O

Have a great fortnight,
John O’Neill
Principal

Associate Principal’s Message
Time for a Dressing Rehearsal
In Week Three and Four of next term (26th October – 6th November) the students from Pre-Primary through
to Year Four will embark on swimming lessons at Craigie Leisure Centre. For the older children, swimming
lessons is a familiar experience and they take it in their stride. For the littlest Davallians, swimming lessons is
an adventure of epic proportions.
Craigie Leisure Centre is an excellent facility. The bus takes ten minutes to get there and the routine is
quickly mastered by everyone, even the littlest Davallians. The pool deck is bright, light and airy. There is
plenty of room to move safely and comfortably around and the swimming instructors have the freedom to
use any of the many and varied pools to provide the best experience for our students. There are spacious
changing facilities for the children.
Davallia is one of the public schools that provide an in-term swimming programme. We are prepared to
interrupt our regular programme to give all our students an opportunity to develop this important skill. It
supplements our physical education curriculum and more importantly gives our students the confidence
around water that may well save a life.
Swimming lessons are not just about learning to swim though. There’s far more to it for beginners. For
some children, going to swimming lessons means they will be required to display a level of independence
that has rarely, if ever, been asked of them. They will need to carry and care for their own belongings. They
will need to be able to follow instructions from an assortment of unfamiliar adults. They will need to be able
to dry themselves and they will have to dress themselves. All of this will be achieved and all of us will be
amazed.
For the bigger kids, swimming can be a great opportunity to show how responsible there now are. They
know the routines, they’ve all been the little ones in the past and they like the idea of being the oldest for a
change. Back at school there are much bigger kids in Years Five and Six.
At PP-4 In-Term Swimming the ‘big kids’ are the Year Threes and Fours. Throughout the lessons they are
frequently seen guiding, assisting and supporting their smaller Davallian school mates. For two big weeks,
they have the opportunity to be school leaders and they embrace it.
For the Year Fours and possibly Year Threes also, this will be their last series of indoor pool lessons. Next
year they’ll hitting the beach in Term One. For some years, children from Davallia have been arriving at the
pool with levels that are well beyond those expected of many of the schools that use the Craigie centre. The
beach environment provides an appropriate way to extend them as they move into upper primary. This is
particularly relevant when you consider how much swimming is done on the Year 6 camp. Next year we are
anticipate those beach lessons will extend to our Year Fours, which is great news.

Associate Principal’s Message (continued)
So, for the holidays, our Pre-Primaries and Year Ones’ homework is to practise drying and dressing
themselves. See how fast you can go without skipping the drying and really focus on putting on every piece
of clothing in the right order. These are skills not every youngster will have mastered. Believe me, after
supervising decades of swimming lessons, I know.
Enjoy the lessons everyone.
Mark Leaning
Associate Principal

Interschool Athl eti cs Carniv al 2020
Davallia Primary attended the annual CDSSA Interschool Athletics Carnival on Thursday September 17 and
Friday September 18. The Jumps, Throws and 400m events were held on the Thursday and main Carnival
was held on the Friday. The weather was perfect both days and an enjoyable time was had by all. Well
done to all our individual competitors and teams who tried their hardest and showed great perseverance
and sportsmanship. Special congratulations to Sullivan W who was Year 5 Champion Boy Athlete and
Jasmine C who was Runner Up Year 4 Champion Girl Athlete. A big thankyou to all the coaches of the teams,
the staff who helped out and Steve Huckett our gardener for his tireless efforts on both days.
Overall Results:
Poynter
Duncraig
Marmion
Glengarry
Sorrento
North Beach
DAVALLIA
Carine

456pts
304pts
286pts
236pts
235pts
229pts
211pts
176pts

Keep striving hard.
Mr Greg Perry
PE Teacher

From Our P&C President
It has been great to have our P&C team back in action. The term started with our Budget meeting where
items from staff were voted on by our members for the 2020 wish list. A slightly abridged version this year
as the P&C Executive are mindful of our limited capacity to fundraise, we look forward to adding parent
submissions back to the agenda next year.
Our fundraising dollars this year will help Davallia Primary purchase the following items;

2021 ICT

Grounds maintenance

2021 Phys Ed equipment

Graduation, Class and Community Awards

English resources

Ukulele Music program

Fine and Gross Motor resources for the ECE

Health and Wellbeing Resources

School organisational resources - lunch box storage and medical pouches

Touch Screens for C-Block

Electrical Infrastructure
Unlike many schools, we were very fortunate to attend our school carnival and as always the Davallian P&C
army rose to the challenge of organising cakes, coffee and icy poles on a tight schedule. It is great to see so
many people eager to help our school and add to the fun atmosphere of the day.
The P&C look forward to bringing more joy to the kids and community of Davallia Primary School in Term 4.
Leigh Walker
P&C President

From Our Chaplain
Chaplain Louisa Wishing You All the Best!
Dear Fellow Davallians,
I want to thank you all for your support over the past four years while I have had the
pleasure of being your YouthCare Chaplain. It has been a great privilege. There have
been so many happy memories that will stay with me, as I go on my next adventure at
Yuluma Primary School starting in Term Four this year.
Some of the highlights of my stay at Davallia include programs such as The Friendship
Games, The Buddy Games (Pre-Primary transition program) and the annual
Christmas Collection for The Salvos. Hosting special visitors such as Dr Rebecca
Wellard from Project Orca in 2018 and ex Davallian Ben Popham from the Australian
Dolphins Para-Swimming Team in 2019 were great moments
for me too.
We were lucky to hear Dr Wellard share her stories with our
senior students about her fascinating research on Killer Whales. This visit was made
particularly special as students were given the chance to name a new Orca calf in
Bremer Bay ‘Wyuna’.
Ben Popham gave us a personal insight into the importance of perseverance
and never giving up. Former telethon child, Ben, visited us during our Telethon
‘Dress as Your Dream’ fundraiser last year during a break in his competition
schedule. He was inspiring. Both of these visits proved to be very enriching for
our students.
Lastly, it has been astonishing to see the kindness at Davallia. At each Christmas Collection for The Salvation
Army, the generous support for people in need has been overwhelming. Just under 1000 items of food and
toys have been donated and passed to The Salvation Army each year. Those items reached families who
could not afford toys or extra food at Christmas. Consistently, over the past four years, Davallia has made
Christmas better for so many struggling families. Amazing work Davallia! These events were only successful
because of the amazing teachers who participated in and supported
them. Thank you for the wonderful memories.

I wish everyone farewell and all the very best for the future ahead.
Miss Louisa Read
School Chaplain

School Notices
Warning - Reminder to Check Browser History and Content Settings
As we head towards the school holidays, just a reminder for parents to check the content settings and to
regularly check the browser history on your children’s devices. Sometimes as software upgrades are
downloaded, the content setting, privileges and parental controls can change. Parents are requested to
revisit these setting before the school holidays. Although not occurring at school, I have recently spoken to
a couple of parents who have found inappropriate content had been viewed on their children’s devices at
home. If you are unsure about the settings on any device, I am positive you can locate a tutorial on
YouTube that relates to your device(s).
It is also suggested for parents to set up their children with their own iCloud accounts and not permit them
to access content through their parents iCloud accounts. By doing this and using Apple’s Family Share
facility, parents can have greater control to manage the settings and content permissions of multiple devices and iCloud accounts. The following links may be useful.
(https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201088 , https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201304 )
An alternative which has just been released by the Telethon Kids institute, is a
Cyber App called ‘Beacon’. This app is used to enable lock downs for parental
controls and also manage content for apps and games. It is also free and this is
the link for you to access the app if you wish to.
https://beacon.telethonkids.org.au/
Please take just a few moments to check the browser history on all devices to
keep your children safe when online.
Enrolment at Carine Senior High School 2022 and Beyond
Carine Senior High School is currently at capacity resulting in over 140 students, who reside outside the
local intake area for the school, having their Year 7 application for enrolment for 2021 declined. For 2021,
only students who reside within the catchment area or have an existing sibling attending
the school were granted enrolment. As Carine Senior High School is at capacity, their
local intake area will determine whether an enrolment is accepted. This information is
provided to parents of students in Year 5 and below to consider, as attending Davallia
Primary School will not guarantee enrolment at Carine Senior High School, your address
will. Parents may wish to contact the school if they have any concerns surrounding future enrolments at CSHS, or alternatively, you are welcome to contact John
O’Neill for more information.
Future Olympian?
Congratulations to Taurin Johnson who recently competed at the
WA State Swimming Championships. Taurin had a very successful meet,
claiming the following medals:




Gold Boys 9 & 10 Years Freestyle Replay
Silver Boys 9 & 10 Years Medley Relay
Silver Mixed 9 & 10 Years Freestyle Relay

Community Notices
Cricket Team Nominations Closing - GIRLS and BOYS
All junior registrations received by 12.01am Sunday 27 September will go into the draw to WIN a JUSTIN
LANGER signed bat! Eligible programs: Junior Blast (5-7 year olds), Master Blast (7-10 year olds), Girls
League, Boys/mixed league.
Girls league needs more players - U11, U13, U15
Please call Vicki-Lee 0417 961 733 for more information.
Junior registrations (U10-U17) received after team nominations close have a lesser chance of being placed
in a preferred team. http://dcjcc.wa.cricket.com.au/
Before/after school and vacation care at Davallia Primary School
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers,
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full Govt benefits and rebates apply.
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

