
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 17     19th November 2020 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

Greetings from Rottnest Island.  We are having an awesome time at the annual Year 6 
Rottnest  Island Camp.  The Year 6's have been learning about the Island's dark past, it's 
bright and sustainable future and interacting with the amazing land and marine         
environment. 
We will return on Friday with many stories to be shared.  Massive thank you to Mr 
Leaning, Mrs Vaisey, Mrs Cadby, Mrs Kendrick, Miss Read and Mrs Lynch for their      
efforts in creating a fabulous memory for our Year 6's.  Also a HUGE thank you to Mrs 
Lewington, who on very short noticed, has given up her time to attend.   

 

School Development Days 
Last week over the two School Development Days, the staff focussed on the following: 
 Engaging Students with ADHD 
 Seven Steps to Writing Success 
 2021 Class Lists 
 

We also met with Marmion Primary School to undertake a writing moderation task. 
 

Christmas is Coming 
Like everything this year, we will be doing things a little differently this year when it 
comes to the lead up to Christmas.  Coinciding with the Student Councillor Assembly, 
we will be holding a  Christmas themed dress-up day.    For some families who may not 
celebrate Christmas, we respect your decision and should your children like to dress-up 
in a different theme, they are most welcome to do so. Stay tuned for more details but 
start thinking about what you could wear!  Well done to Miss Secrett on this initiative. 
 

Presentation Assembly - 15th December 2020 
The 2020 Presentation Assembly will occur on 15th December 2020.  This will be a 
'staged' outdoor event allowing for parents to attend.  Students will be seated under a 
massive marquee with parents being 'staged' in designated standing areas.  More      
specific information is to come. 
 

One Big Voice 
Well done to Miss Agnello and our Senior Choir, who performed beautifully at last 
week's One Big Voice event.  Further information and some photos are within this 
newsletter. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Year 6 Graduation - 15th December 2020 
Our Year 6 Graduation will also be held at school on the evening of the 15th December 
2020.  Parent attendance will be limited to two people for each student. On our return from    
Rottnest Island, I will write to our Year 6 parents with further information. 
 

Toilet Refurbishment 
This capital works project is currently on track to be concluded by Week 9 of this term.  B Block is 
currently being rebuilt.  This project will be fantastic for our students. 
 

School Painting 
During the Christmas holiday period, all classrooms in A, B and C Blocks, as well as Administration, 
will be internally painted in readiness for the commencement of the new school year.  Our school 
Library and VLS will also be painted in the Term 1, 2021, school holiday period. 
 

Have a great fortnight, 
 

John  O’Neill 
Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

About That Over Seas Trip. 
How lucky are our Year Sixes having a camp at Rottnest? 

It’s a few years ago now that Mr O’Neill first promised an excited group of Year Sixes an overseas 
trip to end the year and their Primary School experience. As usual he delivered.  
Since that time Rottnest is an established camp destination that we all agree is hard to fault. The 
environmental and historical education programme is outstanding. Supported by island guides our 
teachers are able to provide a rich and diverse programme for our students. On top of this,      
Rottnest serves up a terrain that is physically challenging and breathtaking in its beauty. The pain 
in the legs and bottom are proof of the hours spent peddling up hills along the coast line between 
swims. 
For many students, camp is the first time they’ve spend a few nights away from their family. That 
in itself is enough of a learning experience for some.  Just like swimming lessons, going on camp 
provides a number of little self-management challenges for children.  The whole experience is full 
of the kind of learning that we struggle to provide in the classroom. 
For the staff, camp is hard work. There’s no doubt we enjoy doing it, but is by no means easy. By 
Friday the staff will be shattered and any evidence of a smile will be well rehearsed and fixed in 
place by sleep deprivation. While we are looking after close to sixty students our own families are 
at home getting by without us. Particularly when my kids were very young, my going away on 
camp was tough on my wife and family. The benefits for the students have always been so great, I, 
like all the staff going this week, have felt it has been worth the sacrifice. 
Well done to Mrs Cadby, Mrs Kendrick,  Mrs Lewington,  Miss Read and Mrs Vaisey for sacrificing 
home comforts and their time to attend the camp. Mr O’Neill and I would like to congratulate the 
year sixes for making all of us at Davallia proud with their display of maturity throughout the 
camp. Camp is not provided in most WA schools these days. At Davallia, it is a privilege that is 
earned and one that should be appreciated. 
Over Half Way Through Movember 
Thanks to those who have already donated to Movember this month. My ‘Mo Team’ has collected 
over $350 to support Men’s Health. My Mo-tivation is the memory of our former Davallian      
Principal the late Geoff Wood. I am hoping our team can raise quite a bit more in the second half 
of the month. If you’d like to support the cause (Men’s Health – Mental Health and Cancer) feel 
free to donate by following this link.  https://movember.com/t/lean-power?mc=1 
 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

https://movember.com/t/lean-power?mc=1


A  M u s i c a l  N o t e  

Hello Everyone 

 
Wow! Awesome! Amazing! Spectacular! Sensational! 
 

Well done to each and everyone of our starry Senior Choir singers - they were EXCELLENT ambas-
sadors for Davallia PS last Friday. Their behaviour on and off stage was exemplary - Mrs Lynch, Mr 
O'Neill and I are still beaming!  
 

Your beautiful, heartfelt singing both during rehearsal and our recorded concert (will be released 
to you all once I have edited it) was just gorgeous! Thank you for 'raising the roof' together with 
the Senior Choir from Liwara CPS & Our Lady of Mercy CPS (our host school). Special congratula-
tions to Hannah Campbell, Janel Rayner, Charlotte Wilkins, Hudson Bell and Chloe Joubert for your 
beautiful solo singing and confident speaking as Comperes – Bravissimi! 
 

Our school community; students, staff, parents, family and friends, are so very, very proud of you 
all!  Yes -  Senior Choir rehearsal is definitely still on every Wednesday; looking forward to making 
marvellous Music with you all from 8.00 am. 
 

Thank you to those starry singers who were able to attend and be part of the fun at today’s re-
hearsal! Please be aware that we have started learning some Christmas Repertoire: Nearly Christ-
mas and Everlasting Fruitcake. I have placed copies of the lyrics in the library section of our Senior 
Choir Connect page - students can print these and use them to learn the songs. 
 

Nearly Christmas (music to practice to) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNXDWrZhG-U 
 

Looking forward to celebrating our year's accomplishments with you all soon. Thank you to your 
parents and families for your ongoing support - we couldn't do it without you all. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Miss Anna-Maria Agnello 
Music Specialist Teacher 



C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Before/after school and vacation care at Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. 
Qualified carers, great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. 
Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 orduncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  
 
 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

Congratulations! 
A massive pat on the back to Sully W, who made it through to 
3rd trial of 46 boys (from 340).  Sully put in an awesome effort 
and clearly displayed our School Value of Perseverance!  While 
Sully didn’t make the final 25, played with all his heart and his 
family, friends and fellow Davallians are super proud of him  
Well done Sully!  
 
Kapture Photgraphy 
Following our recent school photography by Kapture, you can 
now view and order any special photos taken this year. When 
visiting https://www.kapture.com.au/event.asp you will need 
to enter our school code under the Sports & Event tab to     
access the gallery: DDP56S.  Please note photos are only 
available to purchase until the end of this term. 
 
Salvation Army Christmas Appeal 2020 
Once again Davallia Primary School will be collecting donations for  
Salvations Army’s Christmas Appeal.  2020 has been a year where 
many people have felt the impact of a worldwide pandemic.  Food 
and presents are bound to be appreciated. 
The Salvation Army in Balga helps over 100 families each week who 
need basic things like food and hygiene products.  You will find lists of 
food and gift ideas attached to the email that was sent today.      
Thank you in advance for  your support of the Salvation Army. 

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kapture.com.au%2Fevent.asp&data=04%7C01%7Ccandi.nelson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C27aeeca949ba47746df508d885c89005%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637406443750557993%7CUnknown%7CT

