
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 1     11th February 2021 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 
Welcome Back to 2021 
Although we experienced a false start to the school year, it has been wonderful to see Davallia Primary 
School come alive once again with the sounds of your children.  I trust you have all had a relaxing and 
enjoyable holiday period and are refreshed and recharged for what will be a very busy, enjoyable and 
exciting 2021.   I have been so impressed with our students this week, who have returned with their usual 
enthusiasm and awesome manners.  Wishing you all a terrific 2021 at Davallia Primary School.   
 

 
 
Connect – Primary Communication Tool 
All teachers have created a ‘Connect Community’ for their classroom which, will be used as the primary 
communication tool between teachers and parents.  All class teachers have sent out a welcome message 
on Connect to parents.  If you have not received this message, please speak directly to your class teacher.  
It is important for all parents (K – 6) to access Connect regularly to ensure you are kept up-to-date with 
class activities and information. 
 
New Families 
We commenced 2021 with 566 students and 381 family groups.  This year we have 78 new Davallians 
attending our school, which includes 58 Kindy kids starting school for the very first time!  As a school  
community we welcome each and every one of you and know you have come to a terrific school full of 
great kids.  With this, we extend a warm welcome to all new families to our school and look forward to 
you becoming active members of our school community.  
 
School Values 
At the foundation of our school culture are four school values.  Whether you are a member of staff, a 
student, a parent, a visitor or even a tradesperson working on our school site, the expectation is our 
School Values will be observed and respected. 
 

Our School Values are not simply words that adorn the walls, but are alive and permeate all operational 
aspects of our school. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Who is that behind the mask? 
Thank you to all parents and staff who have worn their masks whilst on the 
school site. It is hoped this will all come to an end on Sunday (fingers 
crossed) and we will once again be able to see your smiling faces.  In the 
meantime, can you guess who are these likely characters are behind their 
masks? Do you need a hint? 
 
Open Door Policy 
As the Principal of Davallia PS I operate an ‘Open Door’ policy, 
endeavouring to be available for all parents, at most times.  
Should you wish to discuss any issue, concern, provide feedback or 
share an idea you may have, please be confident you are most welcome to come and speak with me at school, give me 
a call or send me an email. (John.Oneill@education.wa.edu.au) 
If I am not available, I will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 

School Assemblies 
Our community assemblies, hosted by classes, are generally held on the Thursday morning of the even weeks of term.  
However, as our school grows, it has become necessary to introduce additional Thursdays.  The dates and the class 
hosts will shortly be placed on the calendar on the website.  Additionally, classroom teachers will inform parents 
through Connect of when their class assembly will take place.  At this moment in time, we are planning for one parent 
of each of the host class students to be able to attend.  Further to this, one parent of a child receiving an honour     
certificate will also be able to attend.  Parents will be staged on the grassed area behind the under covered area.  We 
realise this will be problematic when inclement weather presents, however, with the 2m2 rule still being in place, 
we do not have an alternative space.    At this stage, we plan for our first assembly to be held on Thursday 18 th    
February, which will be hosted by Miss Watts and her Year 4 students from C6. This is all said on the basis come       
Sunday, we return to pre-lockdown restrictions.  Should this not occur, we will continue with student only            
assemblies. 
 

Staff Changes 
We welcome the following newly appointed staff to Davallia PS: 

Mrs Abbey Kalphas – Kindergarten (K2/K3) 
Mrs Shelley Antoni –Year 1 (A4) 
Miss Vanessa O’Neill – Year 2 (A3) 
Mr Joel Warner Year 5 (B1) 
Mrs Merrinda Kuenen—Year 6 (B5) 
Miss Mel Supanz - Drama 
Miss Kaila Trapp – ECE Education Assistant 
Miss Mia Campbell - ECE Education Assistant 
Miss Sharmila Abdul Mutalif - ECE Education Assistant 
 

We look forward to your contributions to our school. 
 

We welcome back to Davallia PS Miss Emma Christie (PP2) and Mrs Nat Carter (Art) who return from maternity leave. 
We also wish Mrs Lynch a fabulous period of Long Service Leave and look forward to her return in 2022. 
 

P & C Meeting 
Our P & C Association work tirelessly for our school and your children.  They are such a valuable resource for our 
school, not only from a financial perspective, but also from a social aspect of the school.  If you are new to Davallia PS, 
the P & C is a great forum for you to meet other parents and gain a greater insight into Davallia PS.   The first meeting 
will be held on Tuesday 23rd February commencing at 7.30pm in the school Library. 
 
Class Meetings 
We will wait for the easing of restrictions before announcing dates for class meetings, however, during the next couple 
of weeks, it is expected parents will be notified of a brief class meeting to be held with classroom teachers.  This      
information will be posted on Connect.  These meetings are offered to all parents to explain how individual classrooms 
or year groups will operate during 2021.  Should you have further questions after attending the class meeting, or need 
clarification pertaining to your child, please arrange a suitable time to discuss this privately with the class teacher.  

mailto:John.Oneill@education.wa.edu.au
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School Uniform 
Our school uniform forms part of the very positive school culture we enjoy at Davallia Primary School. At this        
morning’s mini assembly, it was terrific to see all students in school uniform.  School uniform can be purchased 
through Uniform Concepts, who are the board approved uniform supplier.  Just like all great teams, our school is also 
very proud of our uniform and as such we wear it on a daily basis.  Below is our Head Girl Chloe J, Head Boy Hudson B, 
along with Benjamin T and Eliana S wearing the school uniform. 
 

Faction Fridays  
Each Friday our school wears the Faction uniform to school.  This forms part of the Faction Competition and each    
student earns points to the overall Faction tally.  Tomorrow is the first Faction Friday and we look forward to seeing all 
students wearing their Faction shirt to school.  For Kindy students who do not attend school on Fridays, an alternate 
day will be arranged so they do not miss out. 

 
Kiss and Drive 
Just a reminder that the same operational rules apply in the mornings as in the 
afternoons.  Parents are requested not to park in Kiss and Drive and not to exit 
your vehicles when using Kiss and Drive.  Should you have to exit your vehicle to 
help your children, then unfortunately, they are not ready to use this facility. As 
the name states, simply kiss your kids   goodbye and drive away! Admin is always 
in attendance to support our students.  Thanks for your attention to this. 
 

Changes to School Timetable (internal) 
Please be aware the internal siren times have changed. This has resulted in the 
slight changing of recess and lunchtimes.  Recess now commences at 11.10am (20 
mins) and lunchtime commences at 1.00pm (40 mins).  The full operational 
times are listed over. 
 

The Easing of Restrictions - Hopefully  
I trust the community has felt well informed regarding the Covid restrictions, both 
pre and post lockdown, and the affect these have had on school operations.    It is 

certainly hoped this Sunday we shall return to the pre-lockdown conditions we previously enjoyed.  As always, should 
there be changes to the restrictions which have a significant impact on school operations, I will email the community 
on Sunday 14th February with an update.  I am looking forward to seeing you all next week, hopefully without a mask. 
 

Feedback 
As a school we enjoy feedback as to how the school is going, the things we are doing well and the things we may need 
to consider.  Far too often schools work on the notion of ‘No News is Good News’.  I would encourage you to send your 
classroom teacher an email, or message through Connect, letting them know how the start of the year has been for 
your child, a positive comment or an idea you may have.  All feedback is well received. 
 

We look forward to seeing just what this year will bring.  One thing I do know, whatever comes our way, Davallia     
Primary School is well placed to face all challenges which may come our way and to celebrate loudly the successes we 
will achieve.  Wishing you all a fabulous 2021 school year at Davallia Primary School. 

John O’Neill 
Principal 

School Operational Times 
School times are as follows: 
Monday to Friday 
8.40 am  Classrooms Open   Students arrive at school, attend class and ready for the day 
8.55 am  Period 1   Siren sounds for the start of the day 
9.40 am  Period 2  
10.25 am  Period 3  
11.10 am  Recess    Siren Sounds (20 min recess time) 
11.30 am  Period 4   Siren sounds and children return to class 
12.15 am  Period 5   
1.00 pm  Lunch    Siren Sounds (40 min lunch time) 
1.40 pm  Period 6   Siren sounds and children return to class 
2.25 pm  Period 7    
3.10 pm  School Concludes  
  
NB:  Each Wednesday the school closes at 2.45pm 



Plenty To Be Grateful For. 
 
As we embark on our second year of COVID compromises, we mustn’t lose sight of how fortunate we are living in WA. 
Our State has escaped many of the lengthy restrictions imposed on other states and the devastation sustained in other 
countries. Davallia, like most WA schools, has been comparatively disruption free. Yes, we’ve had to endure some     
unfamiliar and unpleasant limitations, but our children have enjoyed the same full and varied curriculum we have come 
to expect at Davallia. Last year despite the world being largely shut down due to the pandemic, students at Davallia 
engaged in interschool sport, swimming lessons, camps, assemblies and a rich and varied curriculum.  Davallia is an 
amazing school. 
 

The children are cheerful, polite and keen to engage. Our parents and community are informed, supportive and       
interested in what goes on. Our staff are a dedicated and innovative team who genuinely care about each and   every 
student they work with. None of this has been impacted by the pandemic although our staff look a little          unfamiliar 
behind their many and varied masks. 
 

Again this year there are new children finding their way in our growing school. They look a little lost and uncertain at 
first. Some have come leaving bad experiences, others are new to this country and a good number are coming to 
school for the very first time. You can be sure that all them will be welcomed, all of them will feel what it’s like to be 
accepted and all will quickly become Davallians. 
 

As has been the case for many years now, the Year Fives and Sixes start the year with beach swimming lessons. For the 
first time, the Year Fours are going to join them. So many parents share their wonder at why it couldn’t have been like 
that when they were at school. There’s no doubt we are so very lucky and our students don’t let us down. Their behav-
iour, enthusiasm and appreciation of the opportunity is exemplary. 
 

I am proud to be the Associate Principal of this school. I enjoy escorting Davallians to the beach, on camps or to       
assorted venues to compete in sport. Davallians represent their school so well, whatever the setting. Davallians are  
happy. Davallians are motivated, they are grateful and they are polite. 
Who wouldn’t be proud to be associated with our school?  
 

Have a wonderful 2021. 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  
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Help - Traffic Wardens Needed - Are you interested? Do you know someone who may be interested? 
 

Unfortunately, our school Traffic Warden has resigned from their position.  Currently the Traffic Warden State          
Management Unit of the WA Police Force are experiencing a significant shortage in traffic wardens and are unable to 
fill vacant positions, including here on Davallia Road.   
 

A number of years ago, I would man the crosswalk in the absence of a Traffic Warden, however, I was informed it was 
illegal for me to do so as only a trained Traffic Warden or a Police Officer is legally permitted to stop traffic.  
 

What is the eligibility criteria to become a Traffic Warden?  
Having spoken to the Traffic Warden State Management Unit this morning, they have informed me the initial criteria 
for a Traffic Warden is: 

 to have access to email 

 a full driving licence with access to a vehicle and  

 be able to work the full 10 shifts per week.  The shifts will be an hour in the morning and an hour in the 
  afternoon.   
Initially they would be a relief warden covering at various crossings within a 10km radius of their home.   
 

How do I apply and what is the process? 
If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming a Traffic Warden, you/they can contact the Traffic Warden State 
Management Unit of the WA Police Force on 6274 8735 to obtain an application pack.  Once the application is          
submitted it will be passed to the Personal Security Vetting Unit of the WA Police Force and if they support the         
application, the applicant will then be sent a medical assessment form to take to their doctor.  Once this has been 
passed, the applicant will then be invited to attend a training day in Midland. 
 

I thought I’d send this information out with the hope a member of our school community maybe interested in the 
role.  It could be a parent, grandparent, neighbour or friend.  Just 10 hours per week! 



C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Before/after school and vacation care at Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, 
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited.  Full Govt benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 orduncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

School Banking 

Nyree Scott is once again co-ordinating students School Banking which will recommence in the   library on Thursday 
18th February from 8.30-8.55am and each Thursday thereafter. If she is unable to attend, a post will be made on the 
Davallia Parents and Carers 2021 Facebook page. New   bankers are welcome so come along to receive details of how 
to sign up. 
  

Champion Schools Interschool Diving Competition 
On Thursday March 18th Diving WA is hosting the Champion Schools Diving Competition and Davallia are reigning 
champions. If your student is in year 2 or above, is a competent swimmer in deep water and you would like to know 
more, please email nyree.scott@hotmail.com to receive further information. Registrations close Friday 5th March. 

OUR SCHOOL SONG 
 

Leading the way will be dark green and red 
D for Davallia always ahead 

Working together as good teams do 
Come sing along with us too 

 
Davallia, Davallia 

D A V A   double L  I A 
Davallia, Davallia 

Here’s to our school hip hooray 
 

Grow with respect in this school which is ours 
Over all others Davallia towers 

Trying so hard in whatever we do 
To Davallia we’ll always be true 

 
Davallia, Davallia 

D A V A   double L  I A 
Davallia, Davallia 

Here’s to our school hip hooray 
Hip hooray! 

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au
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