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From the Principal 
What a year!

2020 would have to have been the most challenging and problematic year experienced this far in
my career in Education. Rapid changes and quick responses, were required to navigate the
challenges which was and is the Covid-19 pandemic.

Our usual school operations were turned upside down in March, with children required to be
kept at home and engage with an online, distance learning platform. Whilst the year was
disrupted by a number of challenges, we all moved forward and became creative, innovative and
engaged in different teaching styles to continue to provide high quality educational opportunities
for our students.

Staff worked tirelessly to provide our students with an appropriate learning program, well
supported with resources to enhance their learning. Staff were expected to learn and adopt new
skills, employ different teaching strategies and apply innovation, to ensure students were
engaged and still connected as a class and school. WebEx class meetings were mobilised and
learning looked very different, particularly with empty classrooms. I wish to thank my staff for
their professionalism and dedication to their roles as they went well above and beyond the
operational guidelines suggested by the Education Department. Our collaborative planning and
learning culture shone through, as did our strong partnership with the community who
supported, acknowledged and praised the work undertaken by the staff.

One of the nicest things that came from the Covid-19 upheaval was the resurgence of the
character trait of ‘Kindness’. Our school and community is fortunate to already have this
character trait well and truly embedded, however, there was an overwhelming display of
kindness from the community to the school. My staff were touched and humbled by the
kindness and generosity of our school community. Our slogan at the time was ‘Although some of
us are apart, Davallia stands together.’ What a powerful statement and true reflection of our
school community.

Davallia Primary School has a very positive school culture and during this time we were
determined not to lose the amazing atmosphere our school enjoys. Innovative approaches were
adopted to keep the connectivity between school and families, teachers and students and school
and community. We engaged in time coordinated virtual Jump Jam sessions and held a Kiss and
Drive library book exchange, where all staff came out to see the students and give them words of
encouragement, albeit from afar. We also continued with Faction Fridays, with our students
wearing the Faction shirts each Friday whilst working from home.

The impact of the pandemic was significant and will continue to be felt through the restrictions
we all may continue to experience. We were pleased that a level of normality returned to the
school year, with many processes and practices returning to normal.

Thank you for your support and understanding throughout 2020 . The Annual School Report
provides a greater insight as to school directions and achievements during the course of the
2020 school year.

John O’Neill
Principal



From the Board Chair

The 2020 school year was like no other. The COVID-19 pandemic that swept across the world
presented some unique challenges for our students, teachers, education assistants, cleaners,
support staff, administration and leadership teams.

Transitioning between normal teaching practice and online learning, preparing home schooling
packs and connecting with students and parents in new ways, were some of the challenges
overcome during this period of increased uncertainty and risk. Through innovation, the school
community embraced these challenges, whilst at the same time managing the effects of the
pandemic on their own lives.

The safety of our children was at the forefront of the minds of the Board in supporting the decisions
of the administration team, who enabled many school activities to proceed, albeit with some
restrictions. Our school community rose to the occasion, demonstrating perseverance and
resilience to meet the needs of our children.

Reflecting on the school year, it is with gratitude I acknowledge fellow board members Mr John
O’Neill, Mr Mark Leaning, Mrs Denise Lynch, Mrs Sunny Kendrick, Dr Mandie Shean, Mrs Robyn
Horseman, Mrs Lucy Caiacob and Mr Daniel Davis. Their commitment, dedication and focus,
ensures the Davallia Primary School Board works with the school community to achieve the best
outcomes for students.

Adrian Fuller
Chairperson
Davallia Primary School Board
December 2020



Board Membership and Actions

School Board Membership

Parent Representatives
Mr Adrian Fuller Board Chairperson

Mrs Robyn Horsman Parent

Mr Dan Davis Parent

Community Representative
Dr Mandie Shean Community Member

Mrs Lucy Caiacob Community Member

Staff Representatives
Mrs Sunny Kendrick Staff

Mrs Denise Lynch Staff

Mr Mark Leaning Staff

School Principal
Mr John O’Neill Principal

2020 Board Actions

• Reviewed and endorsed the 2020 One-line Budget

• Endorsed the 2021 School Development Days

• Approved and endorsed the 2020 Funding Agreement

• Monitored the Financial Management of the school

• Approved the 2021 Voluntary Contributions and Charges Schedule

• Approved the 2021 & 2022 Booklist supplier – Campion Education

• Analysed the 2020 National Schools Opinion Survey data and identified future 

actions

• Reviewed and endorsed the Student Mobile Phone and Electronic Device policy

• Discussed and reviewed Covid-19 management strategies

• Monitored student enrolment data and accommodation pressures

• Continued to support the development of a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) 

• Provided recognition of and celebrated staff achievements

• Initiated letters of thanks to supportive community organisations

• Undertook online professional development training

• Reviewed and endorsed the Uniform Policy and Guidelines policy



School Context

Davallia Primary School is situated in the established northern suburb of Duncraig and is well regarded as a school of quality by the community it serves.

Built in 1974, the school now boasts a student enrolment of over 530 students. Our focus for each student is to develop their academic, social and emotional potential. We recognise all students
are differently able and as such, our school caters well for academically strong students and equally for students who have specific learning needs.

Staff are highly motivated and well skilled. Their collective and collaborative efforts are focussed on the individual child, providing learning opportunities to access and engage with an
appropriately challenging curriculum. With high expectations being the norm for staff and students, we at Davallia Primary School are committed to the notion of continuous improvement. Staff
routinely access quality professional learning opportunities to further develop their extensive educational knowledge and skills.

School facilities continue to be a focus of development. Our school has achieved many goals and improvements in infrastructure over many years by accessing a range of funding from a variety of
sources including Federal Government, Department of Education Capital Works Program, Care for Kids, Carine IGA and our amazing P & C Association. Recent developments include 2 x nature
playgrounds, new gardener’s workshop, new sports store, sports surfaces renewal, outdoor stage area, ICT provisions, flexible learning furniture, STEM Centre and performing arts multimedia
upgrades, just to name a few!



Vision

“To grow resilient individuals who strive to reach their personal potential, live by our values 
and contribute to their community.”

Our vision is what our community desires for the children who attend our school. Our community wishes our students to be strong and resilient individuals who 
persevere in their quest to reach their individual potential. Their wish is for all Davallians to develop a strong set of values by which they follow, believe in and live 
their lives by, ultimately being valuable and active community minded citizens.



School Values

Our School Values of Respect, Responsibility, Perseverance and Innovation are alive, real
and part of our everyday experience at Davallia Primary School. Our staff embed our
School Values in their planning and practice, our students believe in and endeavour to live
our School Values and our community recognises the importance of our School Values.
They are not a statement of rhetoric, but meaningful values that help shape our school
culture.

The School Values are reflected upon during school assemblies, in signage around the
school and in the behaviours we demonstrate daily. Whether you are a student, staff
member, parent, community member or a tradesperson visiting our school, there is an
expectation that our school values be observed and modelled.

As a result of the consistent application of our values in all school operations, Davallia

Primary School is fortunate to experience a high standard of student behaviour and

conduct. Whether in classrooms, in the playground or in the wider community, students at

Davallia Primary School are recognised for their positive conduct.

It should be noted Davallia Primary School does not implement a structured whole of
school values ‘program’. Our values are part of the fabric of Davallia Primary School and as
such, are embedded in school culture, expectation and behaviour.

Davallia Primary School Student Leadership Readiness Program was implemented for Year
5 students as they headed towards student leadership roles during 2021. The program,
consisting of the applications of taught concepts through games, discussions and activities,
assists to develop understandings of what it means to be a ‘good school leader’ and the
qualities and characteristics needed to lead well. These qualities are reflective of our
school’s values.

Further to this, in 2020, our values were consistently referred to as part of the Year 6 Peer
Mediation program. Our Year 6 students support younger children in the playground and
assist students to reflect on the way they play and the types of play they are involved in
against our school’s values.

So what do our school values look like in action? 
 
 

 

Innovation - To show innovation we..... Respect - To show respect we….. 

 imagine 

 are creative  

 try something different 

 take risks 

 learn from our mistakes 
  

 consider others 

 really listen 

 are well mannered 

 follow rules 

 forgive mistakes 

 value uniqueness 

Perseverance - To show perseverance we….. Responsibility - To show responsibility we….. 

 look for solutions 

 do our best 

 work hard 

 celebrate effort 

 own our behaviour 

 think before we act 

 commit and follow through 

 lead by example 
  



Infrastructure and Enrolment

SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

School Board
The School Board representation is inclusive of members from the school community, the wider 
community and staff.  Adopting predominantly an advisory role, it supports the school through 
strategic planning, financial management and policy advisory. 

The School Board consists of Chairperson Mr Adrian Fuller (Parent) with other board members 
including:
Parent representatives – Mr Dan Davis and Mrs Robyn Horsman
Staff representatives – Mr Mark Leaning, Mrs Sunny Kendrick, Mrs Denise Lynch
Community Representatives – Dr Mandie Shean and Mrs Lucy Caiacob
Principal – Mr John O’Neill

Parents and Citizens Association
The P & C Association is always a progressive and highly effective aspect of our school. Raising
significant funds and providing a social platform for the school community, they work tirelessly to
make our school the best it can be. In 2020, Covid-19 certainly restricted the operations of the
P & C. However, their efforts saw approximately $35,500 being provided to the school. Theses
funds are inclusive of recurrent provisions for ICT ($12,000) and a range of additional resources.
2020 saw Mrs Leigh Walker assume Presidency of the P & C Association. We recognise the
contributions made by our departing President, Mr Eli Caiacob. Further to this, a Community
Service Award was instigated with Mrs Lucy Caiacob being the inaugural recipient for her
dedicated services to the P & C and school over many years.

STAFF INFORMATION
Davallia Primary School is staffed with well qualified and highly skilled educators and non-
teaching staff who continue to deliver appropriately challenging and engaging learning programs.
As an Independent Public School, our commitment to providing the best teaching and non-
teaching staff for our students is always at the forefront of all staff selection. Staff selection
processes are undertaken in line with expectations of the Public Sector Standards and
Department of Education policy and guidelines.

Teaching Qualification
All teaching staff hold suitably recognised qualifications and all are registered teachers with
the Teachers Registration Board of Western Australia.

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

School Facilities
The school continues to improve infrastructure to ensure a contemporary educational
experience is delivered for all students who attend. Our school is very well resourced and
equipped with current technologies, ensuring our students have the very best available. We
have had a strong endeavour to provide the best ICT opportunities for students and staff to
interact and learn with. We apply a strategic replacement schedule to ensure all ICT
equipment is kept to the highest standards. We recognise the continued support of the
P & C for their $12,000 recurrent funding for this purpose.

2020 also saw improvements to entrances of all teaching blocks and our School Library,
allowing greater access for people with disabilities. Graduated landings and ramps were
installed at a number of sites across the school. The external painting of the school was
completed and all classrooms and the administration block were internally painted.

Safety and Health
Safety of staff, students and the wider community is a priority at Davallia Primary School.
We have two elected Occupational Health and Safety Officers who maintain a vigilant
inspection of school facilities and practices. We are proactive in addressing potential
hazards in an appropriate timeframe.



Enrolment and Infrastructure (cont.)

Student Council
The Student Council is at the pinnacle of student leadership in the school and
consists of 10 elected Year 6 students. The council was ably led by the Head
Girl Rami Lynch and Head Boy Owen Challen. Our Student Council provides
significant student and whole school leadership and is always a positive role
model for academic endeavour and rigour, positive student behaviour and
community respect. 2020 saw the Student Council attend the GRIP Student
Leadership Conference at the Perth Convention Centre as part of their
leadership development. This development conference provides student
councillors with a range of skills, strategies and ideas to support their
leadership growth. An annual highlight is always the Student Councillor
assembly which in 2020 was extremely well received by the community. The
Student Councillors support a number of charity and community groups
through ‘Gold Coin Days’ and also supports the P & C through attendance at
school discos.

Student Leaders
A second tier of student leadership includes roles associated with Faction
groupings throughout the school. The Faction Captains and Faction Vice-
Captains hold significant roles which support the Physical Education program.
A range of other leadership opportunities are provided for our Year 6
students including monitor positions for the Library, Eco-Warriors program,
Arts and PA/Multi-media. Further to this, all Year 6 students are actively
involved in the very successful, whole of school playground Peer Mediation
program. Their exemplary role modelling and positive playground problem
solving was well received across the school.



Infrastructure and Enrolment

Student Attendance Data 

Davallia Primary School Attendance Target - 95%

Davallia Primary School is fortunate to have a school community who value education and recognise the importance of positive attendance patterns.  During 2020, students attended school 
with an attendance rate equivalent to previous years.  However,  the impact of Covid-19 lockdowns and staggered return to school influenced the integrity of collected data.  To this end,  
2020 attendance data is not required to be reported

Average attendance rate (%)

Class Structure

Davallia Primary School operates a double or triple stream class structure.  In 2020 the following class groupings 
were in operation:

4 x Kindergarten
3 x Pre-Primary
3 x Year 1
3 x Year 2
2 x Year 3
1 x Year 3/4
2 x Year 4
1 x Year 4/5
2 x Year 5
2 x Year 6

Non-Aboriginal Aboriginal Total

School Like 
Schools

WA 
Public 

schools

School Like 
Schools

WA 
Public 

schools

School Like 
Schools

WA 
Public 

schools

2020

2019 93.1% 94.3% 92.7% N/A N/A N/A 93.1% 94.2% 91.6%

2018 95.2% 94.9% 93.7% 99.5% 85.8% 80.8% 95.2% 94.7% 92.6%

2017 95.1% 94.6% 93.8% 95.2% 82.7% 81.2% 95.1% 94.4% 92.7%

Year Group Classes Students

Kindergarten 4 79

Pre-Primary 3 62

Years 1 to 6 16 384

Total 23 542



2020 Celebrations

As we know, there is always something exciting happening at Davallia Primary School and there is lots to 
celebrate.  Although quite a number of our usual activities were Covid-19 affected, some of our collective 
achievements and celebrations are listed below:

- Year 6 Student Council attendance at GRIP Leadership Conference
- Very successful Lapathon - $10,923
- Carine District Sports Association – Winter Sports AFL Champion School 
- Carine District Sports Association – Winter Sports Soccer Runner-up Champion School
- Opening of new STEM Centre – $18,500 Local Community Grant
- Year 6 Rottnest Island Camp – 57 students and 6 staff attended
- Year 5 Zoo Snoozes – 3 groups
- Year 2 Sleep Over – 3 classes in the Under Covered Area
- One Big Voice performance – modified
- Best Primary School Award – Celebrating Joondalup Art Competition
- Faction Athletics Carnival champions – Tuart Faction 
- Introduction of whole school Wellbeing program
- Celebrated their careers in education at the retirement functions of  Julie Dignon and Peta Beaton

Whilst learning from home:
- Successfully delivered an online learning platform
- Successfully delivered virtual Jump Jams
- Undertook a no contact, Kiss and Drive library book exchange
- Maintained Faction Friday at home
- Webex classroom meetings

Kiss and Drive
Library Book Exchange



NAPLAN Analysis Summary

In 2020, due to the impact of Covid-19, the NAPLAN Assessment was not implemented and as such there is no available data. The 2019 Annual School report was 

also non-mandated.  Below is a summary of collected data from the National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for students in Years 3 and 

Year 5 in 2019. The data below indicates the 2019 assessment results in Numeracy, Reading, Writing, Spelling and Punctuation and Grammar.  The School Mean is 

compared to the State Mean and ‘Like Schools’ Mean. ‘Like Schools’ are other WA Public schools having a similar socio-economic index.  The scores below are the 

raw NAPLAN scores, which allow results to be compared across year levels and over time. Highlighted areas are comparisons according to our business plan 

targets.  Furthermore, the analysis of the 2019 data is provided as an indication of future student performance.  2020 foci indicates the actions staff implemented 

in 2020.

2019 NAPLAN Results

Proportion of Year 3 and Year 5 students meeting the National Minimum Standard
in Numeracy, Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation

Reading Yr3 Yr5
School Mean 469 532
Australian School Mean 432 506
WA Schools Mean 419 496
‘Like Schools’ Mean 467 532
DPS students in top 20% of the nation 36% 33%
DPS students in middle 60% of the nation 56% 55%

DPS students in bottom 20% of the nation 8% 12%

Punctuation and Grammar Yr3 Yr5
School Mean 472 525
Australian School Mean 440 499
WA Schools Mean 427 488
‘Like Schools’ Mean 480 534
DPS students in top 20% of the nation 27% 34%
DPS students in middle 60% of the nation 67% 56%
DPS students in bottom 20% of the nation 6% 10%

Writing Yr3 Yr5
School Mean 447 502
Australian School Mean 422 474
WA Schools Mean 415 466
‘Like Schools’ Mean 449 501
DPS students in top 20% of the nation 23% 34%
DPS students in middle 60% of the nation 76% 60%

DPS students in bottom 20% of the nation 2% 6%

Spelling Yr3 Yr5
School Mean 422 515
Australian School Mean 419 500
WA Schools Mean 406 494
‘Like Schools’ Mean 441 524
DPS students in top 20% of the nation 20% 30%
DPS students in middle 60% of the nation 70% 62%
DPS students in bottom 20% of the nation 11% 8%

Numeracy Yr3 Yr5
School Mean 435 530
Australian School Mean 408 496
WA Schools Mean 400 484
‘Like Schools’ Mean 442 523
DPS students in top 20% of the nation 29% 39%
DPS students in middle 60% of the nation 64% 59%

DPS students in bottom 20% of the nation 8% 2%

Numeracy Reading Writing Spelling Grammar
Year 3 100% 100% 97% 98% 97%
Year 5 100% 100% 95% 97% 95%



Numeracy Target

Numeracy Target
In Numeracy, Year 3 and Year 5 performance will equal or exceed the performance
of ‘Like Schools’.

In 2019 a continued focus has been placed on the delivery of and assessment against the
Australian Curriculum. NAPLAN Data suggests appropriate student achievement over time
when compared to State and National achievement.

2017 – 2019

2017 – 2019 comparative data suggests consistent high student performance from Years 

3 – 5, with 39% of the cohort in the top 20% of all student results. 2% of the cohort fell in 

the bottom 20% of all student results. Overall, we exceeded ‘Like Schools’ performance in 

Year Five Numeracy.

In general terms, Year 3 students achieved at slightly lower rate in comparison to the 

achievement of ‘Like Schools’. In 2019 we did not achieve our target of bettering like school 

performance in the bottom and top 20%. We were slightly below ‘Like Schools’ 

performance in Year 3 Numeracy.
Year 3 Numeracy

School Like Schools
2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019

Top 
20% 30% 38% 31% 29% 44% 35% 36% 38%

Middle 
60%

65% 56% 52% 64% 52% 58% 57% 56%

Bottom
20%

6% 6% 17% 8% 4% 8% 8% 7%

Year 5 Numeracy
School Like Schools

2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019
Top 
20%

47% 34% 40% 39% 39% 42% 38% 36%

Middle 
60%

53% 63% 54% 59% 54% 53% 55% 57%

Bottom
20%

0% 3% 6% 2% 7% 4% 7% 7%



Numeracy Target (cont)

Year 5 student performance data demonstrates slightly above ‘Like School’
performance. The Year 3 average data score is slightly below that of ‘Like
Schools’. The Year 5 mean score is above ‘Like Schools’.

Data reveals that Student Progress and Achievement for Year 3 2017 to Year
5 2019 reflects much higher progress with much higher achievement of ‘Like
Schools’. Numeracy performance was still strong in Year 3 due to a large
group (56%) of students in Bands 5 & 6.

Year 5, Numeracy performance was very strong in 2019 due to a substantial
portion (40%) of students in the top 20%.

Year 3 student achievement mean was 435.
This is higher than the 2018 cohort
mean. Year 5 student achievement average
was 530. This is also higher than the
2018 cohort mean and a close to a 100 point
gain for matched students in 2017 when in
Year 3.

The school mean for both Year 3 and Year 5
Continues to be close to that of ‘Like Schools’.

2020 -21 Foci from Data Analysis
 Continue to develop targeted early intervention strategies for identified
 students (On-entry Assessment)
 Continue to provide extension opportunities in Numeracy
 Continue to employ externally moderated whole school assessment tool for Australian

Curriculum Mathematics (PAT) and NAPLAN (Off Years)
 Focus on number and place value from Years 2-5
 Focus on problem solving and deconstructing word problems
 Focus on representation and interpretation of data
 Focus on fraction concepts, patterns and algebra across all year levels
 Address readiness for NAPLAN online



Literacy Target - Reading

Reading Target
In Reading, Year 3 and Year 5 performance will equal or exceed the performance
of ‘Like Schools’.

This table presents the % of Davallia Primary School students who achieved in the top 20%, middle
60% and bottom 20% of all schools assessed.

2017 – 2019
Comparative data from 2017-2019 demonstrated that the % students in the Top 20% decreased 
from Year Three to Year Five but is similar to that of ‘Like Schools’. The % of students in the bottom 
20% increased and is slightly higher than that of ‘Like Schools’. This is close to the set target in this 
area. 

Results in Reading are close to the performance of ‘Like Schools’. This target was met.

2020 - 2021 Foci
 Implement Sounds Write Intervention starting Year 1-2, Year 3-4 then 2021 K/P,

Year 5/6
 Target teaching text structure and purpose with an increased focus on Informative

and persuasive text
 Ensure all students achieving in the bottom 20% of all Australian Schools have

targeted intervention plans and SAER support
 Ensure data and planning stemming from On-Entry assessment is transitioned from

PP – Year 1 and actioned
 Maintain explicit teaching of skills - inferring, interpreting and sequencing across

genres
 Address readiness for NAPLAN online by exposing students to digital text

Year 3 Reading
School Like Schools

2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019
Top 
20%

37% 48% 38% 36% 41% 39% 35% 36%

Middle 
60%

60% 46% 48% 56% 53% 53% 57% 57%

Bottom
20%

3% 6% 14% 8% 6% 8% 8% 7%

Year 5 Reading
School Like Schools

2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019
Top 
20%

38% 44% 43% 33% 36% 43% 36% 34%

Middle 
60%

62% 50% 46% 55% 59% 51% 56% 58%

Bottom
20%

0% 6% 11% 12% 6% 7% 7% 7%



Literacy Target – Punctuation and Grammar

Punctuation and Grammar Target
In Punctuation and Grammar, Year 3 and Year 5 performance will equal or exceed the
performance of ‘Like Schools’.

This table presents the % of Davallia Primary School students who achieved in the top 20%,
middle 60% and bottom 20% of all schools assessed.

2017 – 2019
Achievement data from Year 3 in 2017 to Year 5 in 2019 demonstrated progress close to that of 
‘Like Schools’. The number of students in the cohort achieving in the lower 20% of all Australian 
Schools is slightly higher with ‘Like Schools’ in Year 5.

The % of students in the top 20% of all students in Year 3 is below ‘Like Schools’ performance, and 
the % of students in the bottom 20% of all students is slightly lower.

2020 - 2021 Foci
 Implement DPS G&P Scope and Sequence
 Use of correct terminology/metalanguage across the school
 Understanding Word-level grammar (Different classes of words used in English, 

nouns, verbs, etc), the functions they perform in sentences and when they are 
combined in particular recognisable groups such as phrases and noun groups

 Targeted explicit teaching of adverbs, adjectives and apostrophes
 Sentences and clause-level grammar (ie. What a clause is and how simple, compound 

and complex sentences are constructed through one clause (simple) or by combining 
clauses using different types of conjunctions)

 Different classes of words used in English (nouns, verbs, etc), the functions they 
perform in sentences and when they are combined in particular recognisable groups 
such as phrases and noun groups

 Heighten the awareness of effective editing skills
 Target boundary punctuation 
 Early intervention strategies
 Address readiness for NAPLAN online

Year 3 Grammar and Punctuation
School Like Schools

2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019
Top 
20%

41% 32% 21% 27% 41% 36% 35% 38%

Middle 
60%

57% 58% 65% 67% 53% 56% 56% 55%

Bottom
20%

2% 10% 14% 6% 6% 8% 8% 8%

Year 5 Punctuation and Grammar
School Like Schools

2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019
Top 
20%

38% 34% 31% 34% 37% 43% 37% 36%

Middle 
60%

63% 62% 58% 56% 58% 53% 55% 57%

Bottom
20%

0% 4% 11% 10% 5% 4% 8% 8%



Literacy Target - Spelling
Spelling Target
In Spelling, Year 3 and Year 5 performance will equal or exceed the performance
of ‘Like Schools’.

This table presents the % of Davallia Primary School students who achieved in the top 20%, middle
60% and bottom 20% of all schools assessed.

2017 – 2019
The Year 5 Spelling results were very close to ‘Like Schools’ achievement, with significant gains in 
the top 20% of students since Year 3 in 2017. The % of students in the middle 60% and bottom 
20% is very similar to that of ‘Like Schools’ by Year 5. 
The Year 3 results were disappointing when compared to ‘Like Schools’. 70% of the cohort fell into 
the middle 60%.

Proficiency Bands
In Year 3 47% of students scored in Bands 5 and 6. This compares well to ‘Like Schools’ (60%)
In Year 5 42% of the cohort scored in Bands 7 and 8. This compares to 48% in ‘Like Schools’.

2020 - 2021 Foci
 Use of correct terminology/metalanguage

across the school for Spelling and Grammar - morphemes
 Spelling correction tasks (correcting a misspelt word)
 Spelling context tasks (identification of misspelt words)
 Vocabulary Focus - exposing students to broader vocabulary beyond spelling levels

(Guided Reading, PLD Dictation)
 Continue to use data collected from On-Entry Assessment for targeted early

intervention and to inform planning when transitioning from PP to Year 1
 Address readiness for NAPLAN online

Year 3 Spelling
School Like Schools

2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019
Top 
20%

39% 20% 25% 20% 32% 29% 28% 31%

Middle 
60%

54% 78% 63% 70% 62% 62% 62% 62%

Bottom
20%

7% 11% 11% 11% 6% 9% 10% 8%

Year 5 Spelling
School Like Schools

2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019
Top 
20%

29% 24% 29% 30% 34% 37% 32% 32%

Middle 
60%

65% 66% 62% 62% 57% 57% 60% 60%

Bottom
20%

6% 10% 9% 8% 9% 6% 8% 9%



Literacy Target - Writing

Writing Target
In Writing, Year 3 and Year 5 performance will equal or exceed the performance
of ‘Like Schools’.

This table presents the % of Davallia Primary School students who achieved in the top 20%,
middle 60% and bottom 20% of all schools assessed.

2017-2019
The high achievement recorded in the 2017 Year 3 cohort was maintained through to Year 5.
The Year 5 cohort achieved similarly to ‘Like Schools’ in the top 20% and bottom 20% of all
students tested in 2019. There was a significant improvement in Year 3, 2019 cohort’s results
when compared to those of the 2018 group, although there are significantly less students in
the top 20% compared to those in ‘Like Schools’.

The target for Writing has been met in Year 5 only.

2020 - 2021 Foci
 Continuation of school writing program (Seven Steps to Writing Success)
 Adoption of Whole School Editing codes
 Across School Moderation using Writing samples
 Daily modelled writing
 Cross curricular opportunities for Writing
 Continue to ensure a full range of genre is covered, although a consistent focus on

persuasive and narrative writing
 Sentence Structure Building
 Punctuation Building
 Paragraphing
 Preparation for NAPLAN Online with a focus on word processing skills
 Introduction of Typing Tournament software from Years 2-6

Year 3 Writing
School Like Schools

2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019
Top 
20%

48% 34% 14% 23% 43% 36% 26% 31%

Middle 
60%

50% 62% 76% 76% 50% 56% 58% 65%

Bottom
20%

2% 4% 11% 2% 6% 8% 6% 4%

Year 5 Writing
School Like Schools

2016 2017 2018 2019 2016 2017 2018 2019
Top 
20%

44% 34% 27% 34% 43% 37% 29% 32%

Middle 
60%

54% 62% 67% 60% 52% 57% 62% 62%

Bottom
20%

2% 4% 5% 6% 5% 6% 8% 6%



Science Target

Science Target
In Science, we aim to value add to mean percentage scores in subsequent years 
across Years 3 – Year 6.

2019 - 2020 PAT Science Results
Davallia Primary School uses Primary Connections as our whole of school Science 
program. In 2019, the instructional foci were Biological Science and Chemical 
Sciences and in 2020 the instructional foci were Earth and Space Sciences and 
Physical Sciences. 
As a global statement, Davallia Primary School students from Years 3 - 6 performed 
well in comparison to the national norming sample for each of the tested year 
levels. 
Year Level Means
This table represents the mean score of all participants in each year level who were 
assessed using PAT Science Test, during 2014-2020.
*Note: The 2019 Year 4 tested students were less than the Year 4 cohort which 
would impact on the results. 

Reading the Graph

The Norm Reference Report allows you to evaluate our students' 
results against the national norms by comparing the distribution of 
scores and the median scale score.

Differenciated by year level, we are able to see how our students 
performed against the national norm for that year level.



Science Target (cont.)
- Year 3 

2019 2020



Science Target (cont.)
- Year 4



Science Target (cont.)
- Year 5 

2019 2020



Science Target (cont.)
- Year 6 

2019 2020



Science Target: 
2019 – 2020 Cohort Comparison

Year 5 2019 Year 6 2020Year 4 2019 Year 5 2020

Year 3 2019 Year 4 2020



Science Target (cont.) 

Recommendations:

While Davallia Primary School results are at or above the Australian norms provided by Pat Science, and mindful that the PAT 
Science test is one test in a school year, the mean test scores, in general, tend to fall over consecutive years. The following 
could be adopted to value-add  and improve our Science understanding:

Improving Results
 Continue focus and further improve progress in Science Inquiry Skills  
 Investigate opportunities to consolidate and give practical application to Biological Science through a whole school 

project/innovation
 Continued focus on collecting, representing and interpreting data in meaningful and useful ways eg. integrating data 

collection and analysis across other Curriculum Areas eg. tallies, tables and graphs in Mathematics, labelled diagrams in 
HASS

Curriculum
 Continue to embed Science Australian Curriculum via WA Science Curriculum across all year levels
 Primary Connections to be maintained as the whole school focus resource and new units of work added as they become 

available. 

Assessment and Evaluation
 Continue PAT testing to enhance robustness of data collection (Yr 3 – 6)
 Analysis of PAT data to identify the teaching foci for each school year
 Update and review the Whole School Science overview for reporting
 Continue the use of rubrics based on WA Science Curriculum content 

descriptions when evaluating Science Inquiry Skills and Content strands



Music is an integral part of the Davallia Primary School culture. Through
participation in our inclusive Music program children are given the opportunity to
communicate, express and reflect upon their own and other cultures.

A specialist Music Education program operates from Years 1 – 6, together with an
instrumental program for select Year 3 – 6 students, with instruction provided by
staff from the Instrumental Music School Services (IMSS). Students are given the
opportunity to take part in ensemble music-making via Senior Choir, String
Ensemble and Combined Band / Orchestra (collaboration between Davallia Primary
School and Poynter Primary School). Performances (both in school and external)
take place throughout the academic year to further supplement and enhance the
Music program.

In 2020, students in Year 1 received 80 minutes of Music instruction per week and
students from Years 2 – 6 received 40 minutes per week. The developmental
program was well balanced, with provision for Music making (development of
musical skills, musical literacy, creativity) and Responding to Music (analysis,
evaluation, appreciation) across a variety of contexts and Musical styles.

During Music lessons students took part in a wide variety of activities such as
singing, playing different instruments, reading music (standard and non-standard
notation), composition, learning about and appreciation of different Musical styles/
genres as well as their own and others’ musical experiences. Our school values of
Respect, Responsibility, Perseverance and Innovation were embedded and
reinforced in each Musical learning experience and performance context (both
individual and group endeavours).

Despite restrictions (due to the impact of Covid-19) both our Senior Choir and String
Ensemble were able to take part in weekly rehearsals. Both ensembles provided a
wonderful opportunity for students to experience shared music making within a
larger group. Students learned valuable ensemble skills such as teamwork,
organisation, dedication, responsibility, perseverance, creative self-expression and
had lots of fun. Dedicated Connect pages and school newsletter articles kept staff,
students and parents aware of the various Musical happenings across the academic
year.

A major musical highlight in 2020 was our Senior Choir’s involvement in the ‘One Big
Voice’ choral spectacular. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, our performance at Perth RAC
Arena was cancelled. This did not deter us from creating our own inspiring, engaging and
uplifting Musical experience for our choristers. We were able to take part in a combined
choir rehearsal and recorded performance together with Liwara Catholic Primary School
Senior Choir and Our Lady of Mercy Primary School Combined Choir, due to the strong
collaborations between staff across the three schools. Although the rehearsal and
concert took place within the under covered assembly area at Our Lady of Mercy Primary
School, the energy and enthusiasm displayed by all performers and support crew was
palpable.

Despite the restrictions that were imposed in 2020, it was an incredibly positive year. We
look forward to providing a wider scope of opportunities in 2021 to enable our students
to engage with, be inspired by and express themselves through Music.

Anna-Maria Agnello
Music Specialist Teacher

Specialist Learning Program: The Arts - Music Education



Specialist Learning Program: The Arts – Visual Arts 

The 2020 Visual Arts program was implemented over 3 days each week. All primary school 
students participated in the program for one 40-minute lesson per week, except for Year 2 
students, who attended two lessons a week. The lessons took place in our spacious, well-
equipped Art room.  

Our program is underpinned by the Western Australian Curriculum:
Visual Arts and is implemented through stimulating, sequential
learning experiences addressing the fundamental elements of art.
All students explored a wide range of techniques, mediums and
materials to create both 2D and 3D artworks. After investigating
and reflecting on the works of various artists, cultures and
movements, students were inspired to make their own paintings
and drawings, sculptures, prints and collages.

Several students across a range of year levels participated in the annual ‘Celebrating Joondalup’
Art Competition. They made imaginative artworks highlighting aspects of their community, with
one of our Year 6 students excelling and being awarded the Best Primary School prize by the
City of Joondalup.

Our 2020 ‘Steampunk’ Book Week theme inspired
the innovative use of recycled materials to create
sculptures for our school library exhibition. Senior
students made mechanical-themed steam punk
robots. Kinetic sculptures with moving parts were
also created in a collaborative project which
complemented the STEM program. Middle school
students explored how to recycle tin cans and other discarded metal objects to make whimsical
creatures. They also addressed the environmental impact of plastics in our oceans in their
innovative creation of deep-sea fish made with discarded plastic objects. Junior students drew
metallic-coloured robots, adding texture with the addition of recycled washers and bolts.

Students across Years 2 to 6 developed their ceramics skills and techniques. They learnt and
consolidated how to make pinch, slab and/or coil pots, and developed the techniques needed
to successfully prepare, attach and store their clay. These techniques were imaginatively
applied by students to create pinch pot monsters, tropical birds and bobble-head animals, as
well as Christmas figurines and lidded cupcake containers. All projects were bisque fired before
students painted their creations.

It was exciting to learn that Davallia Primary School would be extending the Visual Arts program 
to a 5-day format in 2021. This will further broaden our students’ opportunities to develop and 
explore their potential as creative visual artists.

Ms Vicki Secrett
Visual Arts Specialist Teacher 



Specialist Learning Program: The Arts - Drama

In 2020, Drama classes were held on Mondays in the Music room for students in Years 4-6, with
students receiving 40 minutes of instruction per week.

Year Four students completed a range of improvisation activities, developing their skills in
movement, voice, space and pantomime. They learned about Children’s Theatre and
demonstrated the conventions of Children’s Theatre in a short skit they produced entitled,
‘Don't Judge a Book by its Cover’. Students worked with their group to produce a strong moral
message with a clear beginning, middle and ending that was appropriate for their target
audience. Later in the year they worked in small groups together to write their own short story
for a sock puppet presentation.

Year Five students started the year by reviewing the elements of Drama and created a short
tableau to demonstrate mood and tension from a scene of the play ‘Boy Overboard’. In another
group performance they created their own interpretation of a scene, developing the story based
on the character descriptions and their cultural understanding of Afghanistan. Year Five students
gained an understanding of script interpretation, how to convey dramatic meaning and
character, blocking and interpreting a text and an awareness of cultural understanding.

Year Six students spent their drama time in Spy School. Students created a spy gadget and
performed an advertisement to sell the gadget, using the features of an effective
advertisement. Students also completed script writing exercises, developed an understanding
of the conventions of a script and demonstrated an ability to structure and script a devised
piece.

There were many highlights in 2020. Year 4 students made their own personalised sock
puppets, which were then used as part of their final puppet show. They loved developing
their character and then having the opportunity to make it in reality! Year 5’s did a fantastic
job of dropping in to character and conveying the feelings and emotions of the characters.
Year 6’s created stories from scratch and developed a spy themed performance from
beginning to end. Many students submitted excellent and well structured scripts which were
then put into a performance.

Drama has always been a popular class for students at Davallia Primary School. In 2020, it was
a place to build confidence, creativity and expression.

Madame Sophie Thorn
Specialist Teacher



Davallia Primary School has a strong tradition of teaching French, providing
instruction to all students in Years 1 – 6. The foundation of all classes is the
AIM (Accelerated Integrated Methodology). This program is a gesture based,
interactive and immersive program, which originated in Canada and is used
across Australia. The program is arts-based and appeals to many learning
types, with a strong focus on creating authentic opportunities for students to
express themselves in French and remain engaged. Younger students
particularly enjoy the kinaesthetic approach of the AIM gesture method,
focusing on high-frequency words and mirroring first language acquisition.
Student fluency is basic in nature in Years 1 – 2 and becomes more complex
as they progress through primary school.

In 2020, students in Years 1 & 2 were provided with 40 minutes of instruction
in French per week, while students in Years 3 – 6 received 80 minutes per-
week. All lessons were attended in the French room. Students were exposed
to different stories as the basis of instructional activities throughout 2020.

The Year 1 focus was the AIM story ‘La
Poule Maboule’. The Year 2 focus was the
tory ‘Le petit chat cherche une famille’. In
Year 3 we covered ‘Où est mon chien?’,
year 4 ‘Les trois Petits Cochons’, Year 5
‘Comment-y aller?, and Year 6 ‘Le garçon
qui joue des tours’. There is a strong
emphasis on developing students' critical
level of fluency, listening and
pronunciation in Years 1 & 2. From Years
3 to 6 students are introduced to reading
and writing tasks which move from being
structured to more creative and
challenging tasks.

In 2020, students in Years 4 – 6 had access to French online learning
platforms. During Covid-19, Language Nut was used as an online resource for
students to learn new vocabulary, complete assignments and to learn
grammar rules. In March of 2020, students in Years 5 & 6 participated in the
Education Perfect Languages Worldwide Championships. Students
thoroughly enjoy the excitement of the competition and it was a powerful
opportunity for them to engage with the French language through the use of
technology. In addition, the AIM Teacher portal is used during lessons to
demonstrate videos and present activities based on the stories and
embedded vocabulary.

Some notable highlights of 2020 included students in Year 6 recording French
play presentations with iPads. Students used a green screen for filming and
created French films with various backgrounds. Year 4 students presented
the ‘Trois Petits Cochons’ play to a Year 2 audience. Students in Years 3 to 6
participated in the TOFAWA (Teachers of French Association WA) Sticker
Competition, which involved designing a sticker about the environment. One
student from Davallia Primary school came 3rd for the year 1-3 category, and
two students came 2nd and 3rd for the year 4-6 category. It was a fantastic
achievement for our students!

As an example of best practice, Davallia Primary School was selected to host
student teachers who were participating in the LEAP Mentor Program.
Student teachers observed lesson delivery and instructed their own lessons,
demonstrating competency and developing new skills.

Madame Sophie Thorn
Drama Specialist Teacher

Specialist Learning Programs: Languages - French



Specialist Learning Programs: Physical Education

Davallia Primary School has an extensive and well developed Physical Education program which 
meets the expectations of the Western Australian curriculum.

In Term 1, we held our annual Ride2School Day with over
250 students riding to School. During lunchtime we held
competitions, drew raffles with prizes and a mass photo
of participants. A great time was had by all and the event was
very well supported by the school community. Other events
in Term 1 included In-term Swimming lessons at Sorrento
Beach for Year 5 and 6 students and Master Blaster Cricket

for the girls. Unfortunately the planned Stirling Slam Inter-school
Basketball Competition was postponed due to COVID-19.

Term 2 also saw a number of activities and programs significantly impacted by COVID-19 and the
associated restrictions that were in place. The Year 3 and 4 Gymbus Program had to be
postponed and the home and away season of Interschool Winter Sports was cancelled. With the
easing of restrictions later in the term, we were able to go ahead with the Winter Sport Lighting
Carnival albeit in a modified format. Davallia PS did well in all the various sports, especially in AFL
and Soccer, where they were Champions and Runners-up respectively. In challenging times it
was terrific that the Year 6 students still had the opportunity to participate in some form of
Interschool Sport.

The highlights of Term 3 were the Faction and Interschool Cross Country events,
Faction and Interschool Athletics Carnivals and Lapathon, all of which went ahead in a
slightly different format. All were very successful and thoroughly enjoyed by the
students, who showed great resilience and perseverance.
Tuart Faction were once again crowned the champion
Athletics Faction and they were very excited about being
back to back champions. The Stirling Slam Basketball
Competition was rescheduled to this term, and although
we did not take out a title this year, our school was very
competitive.

In Term 4, it was In-Term Swimming lessons at the Craigie
Leisure Centre for the PP’s- Year 4’s, Year 6 Rottnest Island
Camp, High Flyers Gymnastics for the Year 5’s and 6’s, a
rescheduled Gymbus Program for our Year 3’s and Year 4’s
and the annual interschool tennis comp at Sorrento Tennis
Club. Davallia PS won the Year 5 and 6 Green Ball Division
of this competition which was an awesome achievement.

In the Physical Education Program the focus continued to be on developing the
students’ fundamental movement skills and game skills across a wide range of sports
and activities and promoting a healthy and active lifestyle. The Jump Jam Aerobic
Program, led by the Year 6 Jump Jam Team, was utilised across the entire school to
increase fitness and motivate students to move and enjoy exercise.
Even though 2020 was a very different and challenging year, Davallia Primary School
continued to deliver a well balanced, varied and carefully constructed Physical
Education Program to all it’s students.

Mr Greg Perry
Physical Education Specialist Teacher



National Schools Opinion Survey - Students

Target – The school to achieve ratings >4.2 in all ratings of the National Schools 
Opinion Survey
71 Year 5 students responded to the survey. As a global statement, survey results
continue to indicate students believe Davallia Primary School is a good school, they
feel safe at school and they have good teachers who expect them to do their best.

An overall survey rating average of 4.22 continues to be a strong indicator of our
success as a school. Ratings ranged from 3.9 through to 4.6. The five highest rating
survey points was were:
 My school is well maintained (4.6)
 My teachers expect me to do my best (4.5)
 My school looks for ways to improve (4.5)
 My school gives me opportunities to do interesting things (4.5)
 My teachers are good teachers (4.5)

Although still quite strong positive responses of 3.9, the lowest rated responses
falling below our target were:
 Teachers at my school treat students fairly (73% positive responses)
 I can talk to my teachers about my concerns (72% positive responses)
 Student behaviour is well managed at this school (77% positive responses)
 The school takes students’ opinions seriously (70% positive responses)

Each of these points were workshopped with the Year 5 cohort to gain clarification on
their opinions and request strategies on how our school could improve.

NB – the survey responses do not solely relate to the Year 5 classroom teachers. It is a
reflection of student opinion across their schooling experience.

Graphical Representation



National Schools Opinion Survey – Students (cont)

Student Workshop Analysis

The place mat activity provided an insight and clarification of the five lowest rating survey points.  
Students were asked to justify the responses and provide ideas for the school to address the 
responses.

Teachers at my school treat students fairly (5% disagree, 14% neither agree nor disagree)
It became apparent through student voice this response was not a reflection of their classroom 
teacher(s) but more so additional staff, who interact with the students, including relief staff. 

2020 Action(s)
- Students suggested Principal address this with all staff and reference School Values

I can talk to my teachers about my concerns (14% disagree, 14% neither agree nor disagree)
Students felt at times staff presented as too busy or there were too many other people around to 
speak freely.  Also, they felt the teacher was not always the appropriate person to air their 
concerns with as, it could be too embarrassing. A number of students suggested they would prefer 
to talk to a friend or family member.

2020 Action(s)
- Students felt the suggestion box in the classroom is a good way to address this
- Older students were encouraged to use Connect to express their concerns privately

Student behaviour is well managed at this school (10% disagree, 13% neither agree nor disagree)
Students felt consequences for poor behaviour were not severe enough and the reflections sheet 
does not change behaviour.  Student behaviour for specialist teachers was not to the standard of 
the Classroom Teacher(s).

2020 Action(s)
- Whole school review of the Behaviour Management process
- Specialist Teachers to adopt a consistent approach

The school takes students’ opinions seriously (6% disagree, 24% neither agree nor disagree)
Place mat activity highlighted the need for certain staff to be more cognisant of this survey point.  
Students felt that classroom teacher(s) and administration were very considerate of student 
opinion, however, a couple of teachers and relief teachers were not.

2020 Actions
- Investigate Student Council collecting ‘student suggestions/questions’ from classes 

fortnightly.  This would be discussed at a meeting and then presented to the student 
body at a mini assembly.  

Numerical Representation

Strongly 

disagree

Disagree Neither agree 

nor disagree

Agree Strongly 

agree

Num % Num % Num % Num % Num %

My teachers expect me to do my best.            - - - - 1 1% 33 46% 37 52%

My teachers provide me with useful feedback 

about my school work.            
- - 2 3% 7 10% 42 59% 20 28%

Teachers at my school treat students fairly.            1 1% 4 6% 14 20% 37 52% 15 21%

My school is well maintained.            - - - - 5 7% 21 30% 44 63%

I feel safe at my school.            2 3% 4 6% 10 14% 19 27% 36 51%

I can talk to my teachers about my concerns.            - - 10 14% 10 14% 29 41% 22 31%

Student behaviour is well managed at my 

school.            
2 3% 5 7% 9 13% 37 52% 18 25%

I like being at my school.            1 1% 6 9% 9 13% 24 34% 30 43%

My school looks for ways to improve.            - - 1 1% 4 6% 22 31% 43 61%

My school takes students’ opinions seriously.            - - 4 6% 17 24% 32 45% 18 25%

My teachers motivate me to learn.            1 1% - - 6 9% 33 47% 30 43%

My school gives me opportunities to do 

interesting things. 
2 3% - - 3 4% 24 34% 41 59%

My teachers are good teachers.            - - - - 6 8% 26 37% 39 55%

My teachers care about me. 1 1% 2 3% 8 11% 28 40% 31 44%
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School Song
Davallia Primary School Song

Leading the way will be dark green and red
D for Davallia, always ahead

Working together as good schools do
Come sing along with us too

Davallia… Davallia… D-A-V-A, double L-I-A
Davallia… Davallia… Here’s to our school Hip 

Hooray

Grow with respect in this school which is ours
Over all others Davallia towers

Trying so hard in whatever we do
To Davallia we’ll always be true

Davallia… Davallia… D-A-V-A, double L-I-A
Davallia… Davallia… Here’s to our school Hip 

Hooray, Hip Hooray


