
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 4     26th March 2021 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Today, we travelled back in time to relive some of the highlights (and maybe lowlights) from the past  
decade and more specifically, some of the fads, dances and songs.  Our Year 6’s from Mrs Kuenen’s and 
Mrs Kendrick’s B5 class did a fantastic job leading the assembly.  Fidget Spinners, Flossing, Bottle Flipping, 
the Ice Bucket Challenge and even that terrible song which utilised plastic cups (I can’t bring myself to say 
the name!) all got a mention.  They concluded with a medley of dances from the past decade!  Well done 
B5, what an awesome assembly. Well done to Mrs Kuenen and Mrs Kendrick. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World’s Greatest Shave 
He did it! Well done to Harry Morris, who kept his 
word and lost his locks as part of this year’s 
World’s Greatest Shave.  Starting with a very 
humble goal of raising $150.00, his friends, family 
and the Davallia Community were so supportive 
of Harry, (and Brian), that they eventually raised a 
total of $1202.81 for Blood Cancer research and 
for the support of families who are affected by Blood Cancers.  Congratulations Harry!  
You and your dad Brian are a great Davallians!  Thanks also to the Davallian Community 
for your generosity and support. 
 
Year 5 Zoo Snoozes 
Our Year 5 students are having the time of their lives with a sleep-over at the Perth Zoological Gardens.  
What a fabulous opportunity!  Our students have been outstanding in their conduct and manners, with 
feedback already received being very positive indeed.  Not only have they been in involved in the usual 
zoo activities, they have had access to behind the scenes activities including making enrichment treats for 
the Radiated Tortoises, a night walk and being up close and personal with a range of animals.  We have 
three scheduled Zoo Snoozes with two having occurred this week.  Our final snooze will be held next 
week.  Well done Year 5’s and a huge thank you to the Year 5 teaching staff, Education Assistants and 
other staff, who have attended to support the students. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Interschool Winter Sport 
Our Year 6 students and a few of our Year 5’ students have begun training in preparation for the Interschool Winter 
Sports series.  Our school competes in the sports of Netball, AFL, Volleyball and Soccer.  We compete against Marmion 
PS, Carine PS, North Beach PS, Duncraig PS, Glengarry PS, Sorrento PS and Poynter PS.  We wish them all the best. 
 

Kiss and Drive 
Although Kiss and Drive is very busy indeed, it continues to run smoothly, thanks to the cooperation of our school    
community.  The same operational process is in place for both the morning and the afternoon.  Parents are requested 
to be patient and wait until you reach the first four bays before allowing student to exit the vehicle.   Parents are      
requested not to jump the queue to access the front bays of Kiss and Drive, but to wait until the vehicles move on.  We 
have had a couple of close calls when parents have tried to leave kiss and drive, only to find another vehicle has 
jumped the queue to park in front.  Your assistance with this is appreciated. 
 

2020 Annual School Report 
The 2020 Annual School Report has been endorsed by the School Board and is now available on the website for       
parents to peruse.  2020 was indeed a very different school year, although there was plenty to celebrate and 
acknowledge. 
 

Book Fair – Yes…It’s Back 
Next week, we are all set for an exciting Book Fair in the Library.  A scheduled visitation process has been coordinated 
to ensure we are still respectful of the Covid restrictions continuing to be in place.  Please plan to come along and   
enjoy the festivities of the Book Fair.  There will be a morning tea on Wednesday 31st March at 11.10am provided by 
the P & C.  Parents are most welcome to attend.  Come along and support the school and purchase a book or two, or 
find a special novelty item for Easter. 
 

Easter Hat Parade 
On Wednesday 31st March, students from K-Year 2 will participate in an Easter Hat Parade.  The students have been 
very innovative in creating their hats.  Information has already been published to these year groups via Connect. 
 

Have a great fortnight, 
 

John O’Neill 
Principal 

Ready Freddy? 
This week, Mrs Kendrick and I put our network of thirty two PCs in the VLS and forty laptops, through their paces in a 
test of NAPLAN online. The Year Three classes helped us out by trialling the software and together we were able to 
determine some of the things we need to address before next term, when NAPLAN takes place for real. This exercise 
was carried out simultaneously across the nation in most schools. At 9am WST on Thursday, thousands of students 
would have logged into the NAPLAN application and the infrastructure would have been put under the kind of load 
anticipated for May. 
 

Our first timers, the Year Threes, seemed comfortable and navigated their way through the test well. The sixty two 
children sitting the test yesterday appeared well prepared and even a little excited about the whole experience. Our 
staff have done a great job getting them ready.  
 

In other moves designed to better prepare our students for NAPLAN Online, we introduced typing software (Typing 
Tournament) a couple of years ago and have been spending time developing students’ word processing and mouse 
skills, starting from Junior Primary. This will continue to be a focus, both at school and at home. It was clear today that 
the students had come a very long way with their keyboard and mouse skills. They will need to keep using these     
leading up to the NAPLAN testing ahead. 
 

Today’s trial didn’t always go as well as we anticipated, but with what we learned we’ll be able to prepare for next 
term. Today we managed to overcome  everything that occurred on our network promptly and satisfactorily. Drawing 
on what we learned in 2019, Mrs Kendrick and I have developed a robust and reliable methodology that we will      
employ with confidence. 
 

NAPLAN is a snapshot. It is a one off test that tells us what each child can or cannot do on the day it was administered. 
The same child who can’t do sum on test day may be able to do it tomorrow or may have been able to do it yesterday 
if they hadn’t been feeling a little unwell. We need to remember that so many variables, particularly now that NAPLAN 
is online, can impact on the day and although we do our best to reduce anomalies, they do occur. 
 

Once again, I’m sure that students found today’s experience pretty painless. A few even said it was fun.  
 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  



R i d e 2 S c h o o l  D a y  

Ride To School Day 
Davallia Primary School had its annual Ride2School Day on Friday March 19. The weather 
gods were smiling and we had a record turnout for the event with over 350 participants, 
comprising students, parents and teachers, who opted to take to two wheels and ride to 
school. We had the annual mass photo, raffle prizes, a decorate your helmet competition for 
the junior students and some very competitive slow bike races for the older students at 
lunchtime. 

A big thank you must go to everyone who participated and who continue to make this annual school community event 
a success. Many thanks must also go to Carine Cycles, Giant Bicycles Australia, the Allan family for their generous    
donation of raffle prizes and the Davallia P&C for providing refreshments in the form of juice boxes. 
Remember, every day can be a Ride2School Day. It’s healthy, keeps you fit and alert and is environmentally friendly. 
Keep on pedalling and Ride Safe. 
. 

Greg Perry 
Physical Education Specialist  
 
 
 

 

French News  
Bonjour tout le monde, 
This week and last week, students in Years 5 and 6 participated in the Language Perfect World Champion-
ships. The popular one week event attracted a lot of attention, with many students coming to the VLS dur-
ing lunch times to participate. Students also enjoyed adding their name to the Eiffel Tower scoreboard in 
the library. As a school, Davallia achieved some impressive results. For French in Western Australia in the 

category of 101—250 students (Years 5 & 6) we came second place! For the same category for Australia we came 
15th! In total, our students answered 117,144 questions! C’est incroyable! There were also several students who 
reached a status level including 5 Credit 5, 5 Bronze, 2 Silver, 2 Gold and 1 Emerald! 
These students will receive a certificate in the coming months from Language Perfect and 
their amazing efforts will be property announced and acknowledged at assembly. 
I love the buzz of excitement from the students and how so many find themselves newly engaged 
with the subject. It’s been a fantastic learning tool and a great way for students to  consolidate 
and drive their own learning. Students shared their positive feedback: 
 

“I learnt a lot of words” 
“Love learning French!” 
“I’ts a fantastic game and learning centre. It is the best!” 
“Merci Madame Thorn. This is one of the most fun games and it’s 
  really helping me with my French!” 
 

Bravo tout le monde dans les annees 5 et 6. 
“On a travaille tres fort! 
 

Madame Thorn 
French Specialist 

F r e n c h  N e w s  

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

Surf Life Saving 
Ivy S, from Year 5, competed in the Surf Life Saving State Championships 
on Friday 12th of March. What a great accomplishment for Ivy, 
who won medals at her first ever year of Nippers at 
Trigg Island Surf Life Saving Club.  Ivy won Silver in sprints 
and Bronze in Surf Team and Board Relay. Well done Ivy! 



S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Canteen Term 2 
We are excited to share with the school community that in Term 2 we will be trialling lunch orders TWO days a 
week!  Commencing Term 2, Week 1, you will be able to order your child’s lunches, via quickcliq.com.au, on both 
Tuesday AND Thursday!  
If you are available to help out with lunch orders on either Tuesday or Thursday, for 30 minutes between 12.30 and 
1pm, please email Susan at shoskingboswell@gmail.com  
 
Cricket Champ 
Another sporting star in the making is Oscar S from Year 6, 
who has had a great start to the year and received some 
great news last week, in that he has been selected to play 
District Cricket for Scarborough. This is all due to Oscar’s 
effort and  perseverance over the season. 
Great news Oscar!  

 
Well done Preston! 
Preston H, from Year 4, has a massive smile on his face after nailing his Katas during his grading 
this week. His Sensei was very impressed with his technique, after  Preston put in so many hours  
readying himself. Preston eventually wants that black belt and why not? Good on you Preston, it 
is fabulous to see that smile and quiet self-confidence shining through after such a great  
achievement.  
 
Fundraising 
As we hopefully tip toe back into fundraising, meetings and events, the Davallia P&C team has 
kicked things off will an amazing effort – over $1500 raised at the Election Day stalls. Our        

fabulous fundraising co-ordinator Alana, along with an army of volunteers and many donations of plants and delicious 
foods, got us back in the swing of things. Thank you to everyone involved.  
 

Next week we will host our annual budget meeting, on Tuesday 30th March at 7.30pm, in the library. All submissions 
from staff and parents will be presented, considered and allocated a position in our budget. Attending the budget 
meeting is your opportunity to have your say in how we contribute our hard earned fundraising dollars to the school. 
We look forward to seeing you there.  
 

We have a lot planned for 2021 and are very excited to be able to bring new, fun events and activities to both students 
and parents. To run these events we need and appreciate your help. Please look out for emails from your class        
representative. This will always be our first port of call for assistance. We are currently on the lookout for a grounds             
co-ordinator and a second hand uniform coordinator. If you are interested in either of these positions please email – 
pcpresidentdavallia@gmail.com  
 

Finally, the P&C will host a morning tea in the library following the Easter hat parade on Wednesday 31st March. Join 
us for a tasty treat and peruse the book fair at your leisure as we welcome you to the new year. Wishing all our      
families a safe and joyful Easter. 
Leigh Walker  
P & C President 

Before/after school and vacation care at Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. 
Qualified carers, great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. 
Full government benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 orduncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  
 

Hockey Players Wanted 
Jillian and Sophia from year 5 play hockey at The Raiders in North Beach and looking for  2 girls to join their Year 5 and 
6 team. If anyone is interested please contact Renae  on 0403 413 199 or the club, juniors@northcoastraiders.com   
You can come to training with Jill and Sophia to try it out before signing up. Please se the attached flyer for more    
information. 

 

Triple P Positive Parenting Program 
The Government of Western Australia Child and Adolescent Health Service is offering a free     
program that teaches practical and effective ways to enhance family relationship and manage 
common child behaviour issues. If you think you could benefit from this please se the attachment 
for program details.  

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  
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