
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 12     26th August 2021 

 Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

GOLDEN BOY – BEN POPHAM WINS GOLD! 
Former Davallian, Ben Popham, is doing Australia and Davallia PS proud representing Australia 
at the 2021 Tokyo Paralympic Games in swimming.  Yesterday, the entire student body cheered 
Ben on, watching on in the under covered area, as he won his heat in the 100m Freestyle event.  
With the chant of ‘Go Ben’ from our students, Ben touch first and qualified fastest for the finals.  
Ben went on to win gold in the 100m Freestyle final last night in a time of 57:37. He has the  
potential of 2 more medals in furture events.  Well done Ben!  We are so proud of you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A4 Assembly 
Keeping with last week’s Book Week excitement, today’s A4 Assembly was all about National 
Book Week.  Mrs Antoni’s very clever Year 1’s presented their own version, the ‘Davallian’     
version, of Wombat Stew.  There were even ‘mini me’ versions of Mr Perry, Madam Thorn and 
Mr Leaning! I was so impressed with how well they spoke, sang, danced and acted out the story.  
Very clever A4 and well done to Mrs Antoni on a great assembly!  
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Book Week 
Last week, Davallia Primary School celebrated Book Week in style.  Our Library was absolutely transformed 
with the amazing work of our Library Officer Mrs Elissa Baker.  Each year, Elissa brings our Library alive for 
Book Week and this year was no different.  Our P & C, along with Mrs Baker, held a Book Fair during the 
week.  It was extremely well supported with over $9,000 in sales being achieved.  This is a new record for 
Davallia PS!  Special thanks to Mariska van Waaijenburg, our P & C and all people who supported the Book 
Fair.  
 

Dress as Your Favourite Book Character Day 
Wow! This was such a huge hit with the students and staff alike.  Thank you to everyone who made the effort 
to dress-up and make the day heaps of fun.  There were many wonderful characters on display. 

 
 
 
 
However, one little person stole the show!   
I wonder who this could be dressed as 
‘Hagrid’ from Harry Potter? 
 
 

 
 
Visiting Author – Cristy Burne 
Cristy Burne is a children’s author and science writer from Perth! She blends 
STEM, literacy and creativity to enthuse, engage and empower her audiences. 
Science and story are often seen as opposite ends of the creative spectrum, yet 
both require a sense of wonder, a quest for more, and an ability to be comfortable 
with the uncomfortable.  As part of National Book Week, Davallia PS students (Yr 3
-6) were extremely fortunate to have local author Cristy Burne attend our school.  
Her visit was sponsored by the City of Joondalup.  Cristy creates books about    
adventure, friendship, family, nature, science, technology and more. She is        
passionate about literacy and scientific literacy and her books encompass the 
world of STEM.  She had the students in the 
palm of her hand discussing some 
pretty gory, but very interesting, topics. 
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Open Night 
A massive thank you to all parents and community members who, last Thursday evening, attended our 
Open Night!  It was a huge occasion with very large numbers of parents, friends, family members and     
community members attending classrooms and specialist areas to see the many things the students of    
Davallia Primary School are involved in.  The evening concluded with a full house in the under covered area 
for performances from A2 Friendships, String Ensemble, French skit (Year 5) and the evening closed with our 
Jump Jam leaders.  It was a great night and we thank you for your support. It was fabulous to see quite a 
number of former students in attendance too.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faction Athletics Carnival – Thursday 2nd September 2021 
Our Faction Athletics Carnival will be held next Thursday 2nd September and the students are getting really 
excited about the day and the fun to be had.  We encourage all parents in attendance to wear your Faction 
colours as well.  Not only will there be the Little Retro Rascal Coffee Van in attendance, P & C cake stall will 
also have heaps of great things to buy.  The Faction Carnival Sausage Sizzle is back with pre-ordered pur-
chases already advertised and closing on Monday.  There will be some other foods available from the BBQ 
area.  It’s going to be a great day! 
 

National Indigenous Literacy Day 
National Indigenous Literacy Day is organised by the Indigenous Literacy Foundation to celebrate Indigenous 
culture, stories, language and literacy. As an action of our RAP, this year we will be recognising this day.  The 
day falls on the first Wednesday in September being Wednesday 1st September 2021. However, due to this 
being the Faction Athletics Week with a range of activities already planned, Davallia PS will recognise this 
day on Friday 10th September. 
 

On this day, for a gold coin donation, students may wear free dress, encouraging all student to wear the    
colours of red, yellow and black. All monies raised will be donated to an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples literacy-based cause/charity that will be decided upon by the RAP Committee.  
 
 

Magpies 
We have noticed a few of our resident Magpies are demonstrating some of the breeding behaviours         
signifying the time of the year when some Magpies swoop to protect their nest. Did you know that the   
Magpies of Davallia Primary School do not swoop our students? Why?  Because here at Davallia PS we     
respect our Magpies by: 
 not chasing them  
 not frightening them 
 not throwing things at them, and  
 moving calmly around them 
So, if you are in our school grounds, please respect our Magpies as they are all very 
friendly, even during nesting season.  



 

2021 One Big Voice Spectacular 
Last Friday night, it was full steam ahead at the 2021 One Big Voice Spectacular at Perth Are-
na.  If you recall, it was cancelled in 2020 due to COVID restrictions.  Our School Choir did an 
amazing job coming together with approximately 4000 students for an evening of singing.  
Miss Agnello was so proud of them as they performed beautifully.  Congratulations to all in-
volved and the many parents who supported the evening.  Thanks also to Mrs Smith, Mrs 
Lane and Mrs Fulford, who attended and supported the choir. 
 

Another Former Davallian Set To Excel on the International Stage 
Another outstanding former Davallian is Toby Snook.  Toby has just been selected 
to represent Wales at the Under 17UEFA (Soccer) qualifying round.  Toby flies out 
to play two friendly games against Scotland this week.  What a huge achievement 
to internationally represent Wales and being selected from the other side of the 
globe.  We wish Toby all the very best. 
 
Science Resources 
The election promise by the McGowan government to boost science resources across all schools has been kept, 
and this week,  Davallia PS has received $40,000 to purchase resources and equipment to enhance the study of 
Science.  Miss Secrett and Mr Haworth are just ‘slightly’ excited at the prospect of spending this budget. 
Stay tuned to see just what they will purchase. 
 
Derby Disaster – Well Done Freo! 
Well there is an old saying, ‘Put your money where your mouth is!’  Well on this       
occasion, it should have been ‘Put your hair where your mouth is!’.  Well done to Year 
6 student Amelia F, who was brave enough to take a bet on the Dockers winning the 
Derby.  The result was devastating for me and I am still yet to fully recover.  NB- The 
can was definitely purple but it came out a little on the pink side.  Debt paid in full and 
never to be mentioned again! 
 
Have a great fortnight. 
 
John O’Neill 
Principal 
 
2022 School Development Days  
There are 6 School Development Days for all Public Schools in Western Australia where students do not attend 
school.  3 days are mandated, being set by the Department of Education and fall outside of the school year, and 
3 are set by the school in consultation with the School Board, which fall during the school year. 
Below are the Board approved 2022 School Development Days which have also been emailed out to the com-
munity. 
 

Before School Commences    
Thursday  27th January 2022 (mandated)    Day 1   
Friday        28th January 2022 (mandated)    Day 2 
Term 1 - No School Development Days during the term 
Term 2 - Week 1 26th April 2022 (Tuesday)    Day 3 
Term 3 - No School Development Days 
Term 4 - Week 4 4th November 2022 (Friday)   Day 4 

- Week 5 7th November 2022 (Monday)   Day 5 
After School Concludes 

- Friday  16th December 2022 (mandated) Day 6 
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The Most Frightening Place on the Planet 
 

You’ve probably heard about Mr Leaning’s incredible fear of the staff car park. It is the stuff of legend at        
Davallia. Every child knows that Mr Leaning thinks that the staff car park is the scariest place in the universe. It 
may sound silly but there’s a serious reason that I warn the children to stay out of the staff carpark. Some years 
ago a parent was hit by a car in our staff carpark. Another parent had chosen to do a quick drop off, knew they 
shouldn’t be doing it and in their haste to leave unnoticed, struck an unsuspecting mother walking her child 
through the carpark while reversing. There’s a few things wrong in this story but all could have been avoided if 
people chose to walk around the carpark instead of through it. 
 

Recently, due to bad weather a number of impatient parents and grandparents have chosen to take a short cut 
through the staff carpark. Compounding this are a number of impatient parents and grandparents who are   
using the staff carpark for pickups and drop offs. Everyone knows they are doing the wrong thing, so everyone is 
more concerned about getting out of there without being seen than watching out for each other. 
 

On one recent morning, when the rain was belting down, Mr O’Neill and Candi were up at Kiss and Drive     
helping children out of cars to keep the process moving swiftly. Meanwhile, in the staff car park, there were 
cars zipping in and out, some reversing the entire length of the carpark to get out again. Family groups were 
walking through the under umbrellas and a perfect recipe for disaster was set in motion. Wet weather, limited 
visibility, limited awareness, cars, people and everyone in a hurry. How no one was hit is just amazing. 
 

Please stay out of the staff carpark. It just isn’t safe. We have couriers, garbage trucks, tradespeople, therapists 
and staff coming and going all day. Nobody is expecting to see pedestrians. For those people who still keep   
using the carpark to pick up and drop off, try Kiss’n’Drive. Our Kiss’n’Drive is the best in the west. 
 

So, you know why Mr Leaning thinks the staff carpark is the scariest place on the planet. Your children will tell 

you, so listen. Don’t go into the staff car park, it’s not safe. 

 
 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

 
 

FreshConnect Community Engagement Program 
Carine IGA has recognised our contribution to our community and has nominated Davallia Primary School for 
our FreshConnect Community Engagement Program. Only two entities have been nominated! FreshConnect is a 
Tucker Fresh community engagement program, focused on contributing to local community organisations,   
charities and clubs with the goal of elevating and enriching Tucker Fresh shoppers’ lives.  Carine IGA shoppers 
can donate their points, earned by shopping in-store, to one of two local organisations at the checkout - ours 
being one of them!  
 
The organisation that accumulates the most points at the end of each quarter will receive a monetary donation 
paid to the amount of $500 by Tucker Fresh Group, with the second organisation receiving $300. In addition to 
this, every 100 points contributed by customers to the organisation will equal $1.00 and will be paid as an     
additional contribution to the organisation by Tucker Fresh Group.  This is a fabulous opportunity to support 
Davallia PS through Carine IGA, who have always been great supporters of our school and over a long period of 
time. 
 

For more information, just ask at the   checkout at Carine IGA. 
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A big congratulations to everyone who participated in last week’s long jump and long throw. Please see below 
for results and special mention to Shae D, Jacob S and Michael K for setting new records. 
Mr Greg Perry    
Physical Education  

 LONG JUMP RESULTS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 LONG THROW RESULTS  
 

F a c t i o n  L o n g  J u m p  a n d  L o n g  T h r o w  R e s u l t s  2 0 2 1  

YEAR 3 GIRLS YEAR 3 BOYS 
1st Dixie c Marri 2.95m 1st Joshua D Tuart 3.33m 

2nd Stevie o Tuart 2.91m 2nd Zeus A Tuart 3.30m 

3rd Scarlett a Marri 2.88m 3rd Michael K Banksia 3.28m 

4th Lilit R Jarrah 2.75m 4th Zavier C Jarrah 3.21m 

YEAR 4 GIRLS YEAR 4 BOYS 

1st Sarah L Tuart 3.40m 1st Harvey C Banksia 3.62m 

2nd Emma G Marri 3.32m 2nd Emerson D Tuart 3.61m 

3rd Liliana M Tuart 3.29m 3rd Felix C Jarrah 3.42m 

4th Eva N Banksia 3.06m 4th Kye M Marri 3.36m 

YEAR 5 GIRLS YEAR 5 BOYS 

1st Jasmine C Marri 3.74m 1st Jacob S Banksia 4.47m ® 

2nd Sophia C Tuart 3.65m 2nd Joshua R Jarrah 3.91m 

3rd Chloe T Jarrah 3.64m 3rd Jackson N Jarrah 3.69m 

4th Anna L Tuart 3.62m 4th Andrew K Banksia 3.68m 

YEAR 6 GIRLS YEAR 6 BOYS 
1st Amelia F Jarrah 4.05m 1st Sullivan W Tuart 4.42m 

2nd Emily L Tuart 3.81m 1st Archie P Tuart 4.19m 

3rd Mina T Banksia 3.60m 3rd Lennox A Marri 4.15m 

4th Shyloh J Jarrah 3.58m 4th Oscar S Marri 4.01m 

YEAR 3 GIRLS YEAR 3 BOYS 

1st Shae D Marri 21.2m ® 1st Michael K Banksia 35.35m® 
2nd Alexandra N Jarrah 19.9m 2nd Samuel C Marri 28.0m 

3rd Emily H Jarrah 18.5m 2nd Tristan T Jarrah 26.9m 

4th Evie L Banksia 17.4m 4th Zavier C Jarrah 24.8m 

YEAR 4 GIRLS YEAR 4 BOYS 

1st Emma G Marri 21.5m 1st  Dara D Marri 37.2m 

2nd Eva N Banksia 20.2m 2nd Ted W Tuart 30.95m 

3rd Silvie P Banksia 20.1m 3rd Charlie B Jarrah 27.0m 

4th Ruby C Jarrah 19.6m 4th Felix C Jarrah 26.7m 

YEAR 5 GIRLS YEAR 5 BOYS 

1st Chloe T Jarrah 24.9m 1st Andrew K Banksia 35.7m 

2nd Hollie V Marri 22.83m 2nd Ethan C Marri 35.35m 

3rd Jasmine C Marri 20.9m 3rd Jacob S Banksia 34.3m 

4th Clara J   20.7m 4th Jaxon C Jarrah 33.95m 

YEAR 6 GIRLS YEAR 6 BOYS 

1st Emily L Tuart 33.2m 1st Sullivan W Tuart 50.1m 

2nd Ava G Marri 25.9m 1st Zane H Tuart 44.2m 

3rd Amelia F Jarrah 24.9m 3rd Oscar S Marri 41.6m 

4th Shyloh J Jarrah 24.8m 4th George T Banksia 35.95m 
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Flying High 
Congratulations to Tiana D, who recently competed in her first state level trampolining competition.  Tiana 
did exceptionally well achieving 6th overall in her level and 3rd place in Synchronised Trampolining with her 
partner.  Super job Tiana!  We are proud of you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Triple P Parenting 
Please find attached Triple P Positive Parenting Program flyer for term 4 2021. Bookings 
are essential via the healthywa.wa.gov.au/parent groups website,  
Parenting groups (healthywa.wa.gov.au) 
 
 

Surf Life Saving 
Sorrento Surf Life Saving Club is having a membership day on Saturday 18th September for new and existing 
members to come down and sign up for the 2021/2022 season. Please find the attached brochure for more 
information. 
 
 
 
Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, 
great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. 
For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at  
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthywa.wa.gov.au%2Fparentgroups&data=04%7C01%7CLydia.Butler%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd547813cb3a24b58a51d08d96781d94c%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637654629798505670%7CUnk
mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

