
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 14     23rd September 2021 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Perseverance has certainly been on display this term, particularly with all the athletics carnivals 
and Cross Country events.  This week’s assembly, hosted by the fabulous Year 4’s from C5, was 
all about our school’s value of Perseverance!  They made the very good point that perseverance 
is all about never giving up, trying your best and celebrating effort!  Well done Mr Rhine and C5 
on a great assembly.  They did a great job presenting and concluded by singing ‘Fight Song’.  A   
super assembly! 

We also had a very special guest who made a special appearance at 
today’s assembly.  It was no other than T.W. Sherrin, the official   
football of the AFL and AFL Grand Final.  Davallia Primary School is the 
only school in Western Australia to have T.W. Sherrin visit.  He 
brought with him the actual Grand Final football!  He was a huge hit 
with the kids and he even donated a number of brand new Sherrin 
footballs to be given away to the highest fundraisers at tomorrow’s 
Lapathon. How cool is that!  A huge thank you to Paul Stockden and 
Sherrin for organising this visit. 
 
Davallia PS Champion  AFL Football Captains with T.W. Sherrin and the AFL Grand Final match 
ball! 
 

Oh Yeah!  Davallia Is Back! 
After achieving 7th place in last year’s Interschool Athletics Carnival, Davallia Primary School 
bounced back to win the Meritorious Shield (Most Improved School) and take Second Place in 
the outright Championship Shield.  That is an enormous effort and our team did Davallia PS 
proud.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to all our competitors, who persevered over the two days of competition.  Special 
mention of Sully W (Interschool Champion Yr 6 Boy), Michael K (Interschool Champion Year 3 
Boy), Sophia C (Runner-up Interschool Champion Year 5 Girl) and Jacob S (Runner-up Inter-
school Champion Year 5 Boy. 
 

Well done to Mr Perry and all staff involved in supporting and training the students.  Special 
thanks to our Gardener, Steve Huckett, who is always fully involved in all of our events. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Year 6 Social Dance Evening 
This term our Year 6 students have been enjoying a series of social dance lessons as part of their final year at 
primary school.  Last Tuesday night, the Year 6’s and staff returned to school for an evening of social dance, 
led by Len Humphries from Humphries Dance Studio.  For two hours the students danced the night away  
culminating in their parents attending for the final dance of the evening.  A group of Year 6 parents         
transformed the under covered area into a Winter Wonderland.  It looked amazing!  A big thank you to     
Camille Gera and Robyn Horsman for their coordination of the decorations.  It was a great night and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Lapathon – It’s on tomorrow!!! 
Our annual school Lapathon will be held tomorrow and the kids are getting excited!  With inflatable Ninja 
courses, super soakers and a heap of other fun things, what an awesome way to end a great term!  The   
challenge we have set for each and every student is to identify a minimum of 5 people (ideally other than 
their parents) and seek sponsorship of $5 from each person. Based on having approximately 567 students, 
we have a potential to raise $14, 175 from this venture.  I wonder how close we can get to this figure?  Our 
Lapathon will be heaps of fun!  Keep an eye out for the super soakers and the inflatable challenges on the 
course! Come on Davallia!  Remember, $5 from 5! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our P & C are Awesome 
Did you know our P & C are always working hard behind the scenes fundraising for the school?  This is what 
our P & C have funded so far this year: 
 Speech Screening ($5,220) 
 CleverTouch Screens ($11,040) 
 RAP Activities ($1,000) 
 STEM Cameras ($4,114) 
 ECE Outdoor Equipment ($2,370) 
 Davallia PS Signage ($2,850) 
 C Block Gullotine ($820) 
 Junior Primary Soccer Goals ($2,600) 

 
That is pretty amazing!  They also have saved in readiness for 2022 approximately $17,000 for recurrent 
funding projects!  A massive thank you to our P & C and also the school community, for supporting the      
ventures of the P & C.. 



P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

In-Term Swimming – Pre-Primary to Year 3 
Last week, our Pre-Primary – Year 3 students began a 10-day series of swimming instruction.  In-term   
swimming is an important part of our Physical Education curriculum. Not only do they learn the skill of 
swimming, they are also taught water awareness and water safety as part of the lessons.  A big thank you in 
advance to all parents for their support of In-term Swimming.  As usual, when in need, our staff go above 
and beyond to support our students.  Miss Power and Mrs Ferster have been spotted in the pool providing 
additional support.  Way to go Miss Power and Mrs Ferster! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a Term! 
Term 3 is always a very busy term with the Cross Country Events, Athletics Carnivals, Book Week, Open 
Night - the list goes on and on.  I would like to recognise the efforts of the staff at Davallia PS who are an 
awesome team and who work hard to provide the best opportunities for your children.  They give much 
time and invest above and beyond what is described in their job descriptions.  As a principal, I can’t thank 
them enough for their professionalism and commitment to our school.  I wish them a relaxing break. 
 
Likewise, without a shadow of a doubt, the Davallia PS community is the best!  Thank you for your support 
and involvement in our school.  It is the community which makes our school such a special place to work 
and be involved with.   
 
John O’Neill 
Principal 
 
Magpies 
We have noticed a few of our resident Magpies demonstrating some of the breeding behaviours signifying 
the time of the year when some Magpies swoop to protect their nest. Did you know that the Magpies of 
Davallia Primary School do not swoop our students? Why?  Because here at Davallia PS we respect our   
Magpies by: 
 
 not chasing them  
 not frightening them 
 not throwing things at them, and  
 moving calmly around them 
 
So if you are in our school grounds, please respect our Magpies, as they are all 
very friendly, even during nesting season.  
 
 



P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

FreshConnect Community Engagement Program 
Carine IGA has recognised our contribution to our community and has nominated Davallia Primary School 
for our FreshConnect Community Engagement Program. Only two entities have been nominated! 
FreshConnect is a Tucker Fresh community engagement program, focused on contributing to local commu-
nity organisations, charities and clubs with the goal of elevating and enriching Tucker Fresh shoppers’ lives.  
Carine IGA shoppers can donate their points, earned by shopping in-store, to one of two local organisations 
at the checkout - ours being one of them! 
 
The organisation that accumulates the most points at the end of each quarter will receive a monetary dona-
tion paid to the amount of $500.00 by Tucker Fresh Group, with the second organisation receiving $300.00 
In addition to this, every 100 points contributed by customers to the organisation will equal $1.00 and will 
be paid as an additional contribution to the organisation by Tucker Fresh Group. 
 

This is a fabulous opportunity to support Davallia PS through Carine IGA, who have al-
ways been great supporters of our school and over 
a long period of time. 
 

For more information, just ask at the checkout at 
Carine IGA. 
 
 

All Went Swimmingly 
As the term concludes, I’d like to acknowledge the tremendous performance of our Pre-Primary to Year 
Three students who attended swimming lessons for the last two weeks. It has been a great success. 
I have been so impressed with how our children have conducted themselves both in and out of the water. 
Sure, I've held up the odd pair of Spiderman undies missing an owner and saved a few pre-primary boys 
from losing a battle with a wet rashie, but overall I have been proud to see how well our mixed age groups 
have worked together.  
I have been particularly pleased with our big Year Threes and how they have set such high standards for 
their younger schoolmates. These older students seldom get a chance to show how they too can be leaders 
and mentors for their younger classmates. Such roles are largely reserved for the senior students in Years 
Five and Six. In their final year of pool lessons, they were able to prove to everyone one just how far they 
have come since they were the littlest kids. They set high standards for the younger students and showed 
just how easy following the routines can be. They were considerate, well organised and led by example 
throughout the series. 
Swimming lessons pose new challenges to our students. They are not solely about learning to swim. There is 
so much more to the exercise. For our Pre-Primaries it is one of the first opportunities to display how much 
their independence has developed. Being able to transition from school to pool, from classroom teacher to 
swimming teacher, from wet to dry and from bathers to clothes can be quite a challenge. For many, the 
transition to a pool environment is challenging. A different teacher, a bunch of new faces in their group and 
the uniqueness of water based activity can be a lot for our younger students to deal with. Making sure you 
have all your property before and after a swimming lesson and putting clothes on, the right way without 
Mum or Dad's help, can be another tricky first. Despite the unfamiliar setting and number of new tasks 
faced by all the children, they appear to have taken it in their stride, particularly our littlest Davallians. 
So, as swimming lessons conclude, I'd like to congratulate everyone on their contribution to the success of 
the programme. Thank you to our teaching staff who have made room in their regular programme for the 
lessons and whose diligence made sure that all our children were accommodated, moving mixed groups 
safely, comfortably and efficiently to and from the pool with a minimum of fuss. Thanks to our EAs for 
providing that extra level of support that was needed in the pool environment, without them these lessons 
would have been so much more difficult to provide. To the parents who did a fantastic job readying your 
children for the two weeks, congratulations. And finally, thank you to our children who did their school 
proud with their excellent attitude and conduct throughout the two weeks.   
Mark Leaning   
Associate Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e   



 
Fantastic Results! 
Congratulations to our amazing Interschool Athletics Team for finishing second in the CDSSA Interschool       
Athletics Carnival for 2021. 
 

It all began on Friday, 17th September, when 40 competitors from Davallia PS travelled to the Joondalup Arena 
and competed in the Long Jump, Long Throw, 200m and 400m events. We performed extremely well and were 
very consistent, placing in nearly 40 out of 64 events. 
 

On Monday 20th September, in almost perfect weather conditions, we had 140 students competing in the short 
distance running events and the passball and leaderball events. 
 

Our runners were terrific in both the individual running events and the relays and we also achieved some      
outstanding results in the team game events.  Davallia placed first in the Grand Relay which was an amazing 
spectacle and an awesome result. Overall, Davallia did extremely well and finished second out of eight schools 
with a total of 309 points.  
 

The placings overall were as follows: 
 

1st   Poynter  509 points 

2nd  Davallia  309 points 
3rd  Marmion  268 points 
4th   Sorrento          246 points 
5th   Duncraig  220 points 
6th    Glengarry  196 points 
7th           North Beach     195 points 
8th   Carine  183 points 
 
 

Davallia also came first place in the Meritorious Shield with a total of 554 points for the most improved school. 
This was a terrific achievement and testimony to the teams’ hard work and perseverance. Our team members 
are not only champions on the track but are to be commended for their sportsmanship and behaviour on the 
day. I would like to make special mention of …… 
 

  Michael K    Year 3 Boy Champion 
  Sullivan W   Year 6 Boy Champion 
  Sophia C    Year 5 Girl Runner-Up Champion 
  Jacob S    Year 5 Boy Runner-Up Champion 
 

 

Thank you to all students who gave up their time at lunchtime or before school to train for passball, leaderball 
and relays. Special thanks to all reserves too. A big thank you to the coaches ……  Mrs Fulford, Mrs Livingstone, 
Mr Rhine, Mr Leaning, Miss Read, Mr Warner, Mrs Kendrick and Miss Zaccaria Thanks also go to Mr Huckett 
(our gardener) for all his efforts in setting up, marking the dots, officiating and looking after us at the carnival 
and all the staff who looked after the students in the bay on both days. 
 

Mr Perry 
Physical Education Specialist 

 

M r  P e r r y ’ s  M e s s a g e  



Les actualites 
Bonjour tout le monde!   
It was a real treat to meet the parents at the Open Night in week 5 and share more about what we do with the 
AIM program at Davallia Primary School. Thank you for your time and interest. 
 

How the time has flown! Although a little belated, I would like to acknowledge our Year 5 performers in the 
French play ‘Comment-t aller?’ Those students who performed were: 
 

Georgia C, Kera M, Lawson F, Fionn O, Janel R, Scott C and Charlie J. 
 

Not only did these student spend lunch times rehearsing, they also found some very funny costumes at home. 
The students told the story completely in French with confidence and energy, while the parents read the English 
subtitles projected behind them. There were many laughs and smiles from the audience during the                 
performance.  Bravo to our performers who were incrovable and courageux! 
 

In other news, students in Years 3—6 have been completing their TOFA French sticker designs for the yearly 
competition. The theme this year is ‘la francophonie’ or French-speaking culture.  Students have learnt of the 
many countries (29 officially) where French is spoken and that almost 300 million people worldwide speak 
French. It was great to change the common perception that French is only useful in France. 
In addition, the Perth French Theatre Company are running a French learners holiday program for ages 8—12. 
This is the first time they have opened a program up to non-native speakers. Further information is in the flyer 
as well as the website perthfrenchtheatre.com. Thank you for your support 
towards your child’s learning in French. If you have any questions or          
concerns I’m always happy to answer them over email or return a phone call.  
Warm regards et ‘Passe de bonnes vacances!’.  
 

Madame Sophie Thorn  
French Specialist 

F r e n c h  N e w s  

P  &  C  N e w s  

From the President 
The Davallia P&C team never ceases to amaze me! At our recent meeting we realised that the interschool     
carnival date change meant a clash with our Sushi lunch fundraiser. Alana and the fundraising team always rise 
to a challenge and made sure the competitors didn’t miss out. Sushi was safely delivered to the Joondalup    
Arena for our talented athletes. It is great to see our parents and community members displaying the Davallia 
School Value of Resilience and setting such a wonderful example to their children. 
 

This term has seen cookie dough deliveries, cake stalls—which have gone next level thanks to the PP4 parents 
and a faction carnival extravaganza which brought Lucy and her super crew out of retirement. To everyone who 
contributed – thank you! With your help, the P&C have authorised payments to install Clever Touch Screens 
valued at $11 000, STEM cameras valued at over $4000, ECE outdoor equipment, new signage, a fancy guillotine 
for Miss Watts, new soccer goals and more.  
 

A special mention to our regular weekly volunteers as well. Neroli and Anita open our second-hand uniform 
shop open Tuesday and Friday and have done an amazing job of setting this up. Susan and her team of canteen 
helpers are also in twice a week to distribute lunches provided by Carine High School.  
 

The P&C have even more in store for Term 4.  Please see the calendar of events attached. Our Family Fun Night 
- 3rd December, is one of our biggest events of the year, and we simply can not do it without the help of all of 
our Davallian Families, so please jump in to offer assistance where you can!  We will send out more information 
early next term. 
 

Our last P&C meeting of the year on 7th December will be our Annual General Meeting where all P&C Roles will 
be voted on.  If you are interested in becoming part of the P&C Executive or any of our Fundraising Coordinator 
roles, please email pcpresidentdavallia@gmail.com to register your interest. 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and relaxing holiday break.  
 
Leigh Walker 
P&C President 

mailto:pcpresidentdavallia@gmail.com


C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

 

Cricket -- Junior Girls only Holiday Master Classes 
North Beach Carine will be running two Cricket Master Classes designed specifically for girls from 9 years of 
age, with and without cricket experience. Bring a friend and/or your big sister and increase your chances of 
winning prizes. Enjoy pizza with your friends after the cricket fun on Thursdays 30 September and 7          
October, 5-6.15pm followed by Pizza—yum! at Monyash Reserve, Carine. 
 

Eventbrite link will be shared on Facebook @NorthBeachCarineJCC or email nbcccgirls@gmail.com 
Junior cricketers registrations are closing and teams are being allocated next week so please register this 
weekend! Blasters your registrations remain open with your programs starting in November. 
 
Arty Pants 
Please find attached information on Arty Pants art classes, which are held every Tuesday afternoon . 
 
 

Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified   
carers, great activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and 
rebates apply. For bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at  
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

mailto:nbcccgirls@gmail.com
mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

