
 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 2     24th February 2022 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

COVID-19 Impact 
As you are all aware now, this week we had our first Covid case at Davallia. The school            
responded appropriately under the direction of WA Health and we are still receiving support 
and guidance from them. Just a reminder that we have seen the introduction of some new re-
striction this year.  These include: 

Parents not entering classrooms 
No face-to-face meetings 
Limiting the mingling of cohorts in school (where practicable) 
Cancellation of large gatherings e.g. assemblies 
Discouraging of parents gathering before and after school 

I foresee additional restrictions being applied as higher caseloads are experienced. As always, 
our application and response to any introduced restrictions is carefully considered before       
implementing.  We thank the school community for your ongoing understanding and support as 
we navigate these changing times. 
 

Eagles MS TEAMS Visit 
Some of our Year Four students had an opportunity to virtually meet four of the West Coast   
Eagles in the library last week. Eagles, Luke Foley, Conner West, Greg Clark and premiership  
defender Tom Barrass joined us on the big screen to say hello and answer some great questions 
from the children. It was great to hear from former students Greg and Luke, who are Subiaco 
team mates of ex-Davallians Jack Mayo and Josh Leunig. They spoke about how important     
junior sport and school is to developing future stars. Luke made the comment that Jack often 
talked about his days playing for Davallia. 
PEAC 
Year Five and Year Six PEAC kicked off this week online. The ten students enrolled in the Primary 
Extension and Challenge programme will be completing all of this semester’s courses online   
using tools like Moodle and WebEx. I was very impressed with how quickly the Year Fives 
adapted to the environment and I believe many of them have already completed five of the 
tasks set on Monday. Well done. 
 

School Leaders 
Our Year Six student leaders have embraced their roles and have set about taking responsibility 
for a range of duties around the school. The Student Council have begun delivering assemblies 
over the PA and are already planning their first fund raising venture. I’ve caught glimpses of the 
Library Monitors and Tech Heads helping out in the library and VLS. I helped out a new Flag 
Monitor and have been really impressed with the diligence of the Faction Captains, Eco        
Warriors, Lost Property and Art Monitors. Keep up the great work Year Sixes. A lot of the time 
your good work goes unnoticed as you go about your duties like ninjas, but be aware we really 
appreciate what you do. 
 

Surf Rescue 
Last week Mrs Kendrick, Mrs Vaisey, Mrs James and I completed our Community Surf Rescue 
qualifications. In the next few days Mr Perry and Mr Warner will be completing theirs too. The 
Surf Rescue exam is pretty challenging and during this time of year the weather can be a bit  
oppressive. Along with the swimming and running challenges, staff are required to perform   
rescues and lifts, resuscitation and signalling. They also need to display a thorough knowledge 
of the dangers of the surf environment and how to treat some very common injuries that can 
occur around water. By completing these courses and achieving their Community Surf Rescue 
accreditation, staff are fully prepared for water based excursions and camps like those we have 
planned for Rottnest in Term Four. Congratulations to all the staff who have committed to    
gaining this qualification. 
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A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Swimming Lessons 
In Week Seven, the 14th of March, Swimming Lessons are on. 
Children from Pre-Primary to Year Three will be heading to Craigie Leisure Centre for another round of in-term 
swimming lessons for two weeks in a couple of weeks’ time. This is an unusual time of year for us but it will be a 
lot warmer than what we are accustomed to. 
 

In addressing Covid concerns, there will be a couple of changes to our swimming lesson routine this year. We 
have organised extra buses and employed extra staff so cohorts can travel to and from the pool separately. We 
have also decided to return to school to get changed, so we will not be required to use the public change 
rooms. With this in mind, children will need to have a second towel to sit on for their return journey on the bus. 
In the next few weeks, leading up to swimming lessons, it would be great if parents could encourage their    
children to practice drying themselves, dressing themselves and picking up after themselves after a shower or 
bath. These skills are going to be needed even though the children will be changing back at school. Parents 
please also make sure every single item that you intend to send to school during swimming lessons is labelled. 
Even fairly distinctive goggles can prove very hard to return to a child when they don’t have the child’s name on 
them. 

Class Meetings, Parent Interviews and Case Conference 
Following advice from WA Health and the Department of Education, face-to-face whole class meetings and    
individual meetings are postponed until further notice.  Staff will have forwarded, via Connect or in hardcopy, 
an overview of how your children’s classes will operate in 2022.  Parents are reminded that Connect is the    
primary communication tool utilised by classroom teachers and as such, parents need to ensure they are  
checking Connect very frequently. 
 
 
 
 
 
     
   Jillian and Cruze doing a great job delivering this mornings assembly 
 

School Parking 
A reminder to our community to observe the City of Joondalup Parking Bylaws!  A brochure has been             
forwarded to all families for their consideration.  At the core of this issue is our school value of ‘Respect’ and 
parents are requested to be respectful of our neighbouring properties. 
 
Dogs on the School Grounds 
Should parents walk their dog to and from school with their children, they are not permitted to bring the dog 
onto the school site.  Parents are requested to tie up their dog on the boundary of the school, not within the 
grounds and not next to thoroughfares like footpaths and Kiss and Drive. We do have quite a number of        
children fearful of dogs and as such all parents are requested to observe this request. 
 

Arrival at School / Leaving School 
Arrival at school is appreciated at 8.40am when classroom doors open. Arrival between 8.30am – 8.40am, if 
absolutely necessary is acceptable however, all students MUST attend the Junior Primary under covered area. If 
a child arrives before 8.40am with their parent, you are also requested to attend the under covered area to 
avoid causing confusion and distractions to others. Parents are discouraged to gather in numbers before 
8.40am. Siren sounds at 3.10pm each day (2.45pm on Wednesdays) and children are dismissed. Children are 
not        permitted to remain at school or on the oval unless supervised by parents or pre-arranged to be super-
vised by another responsible adult. However, at present, we are discouraging parents and students to remain 
on site.  Early close supervision in the library is provided for working parents who cannot attend school before 
3.10pm.on Wednesdays. 
 

Kiss and Drive 
This is a fantastic process which is fully supported by Administration. Kiss and Drive is going really well and we 
are seeing significant numbers of students utilise this process. Just remember: Please move on when requested, 
parents do not get out of their vehicles to help (if this is required then K & D is not for you). Please turn left on 
Davallia Road when busy and try and stagger your arrival at Kiss and Drive. Not everyone can collect their child 
at 3.10pm. 



A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Under Cover Area – Acoustic Up-grade 
As you are aware, significant works are under way to replace the roof of the main under cover area and         
improve the acoustic qualities of this area.  The Junior Primary under cover area will also receive acoustic      
panelling to the ceiling. Unfortunately, as experienced across the entire building industry, disruptions in       
product supply is causing delays. It is hoped these works will be completed by the end of this term. 
 

Twos Day 
I had the very great pleasure of being wished a happy Twos Day this Tuesday the 2nd day of 
the 2nd Month of 2022 (22/2/2022) by the joyous Year Twos from A3 wearing their special 
Twos Day hats. Also getting into the spirit, Mrs Fulford and Miss Watts donned Two Twos 
(Tutus) for the day. What a fabulous bit of fun. 
 

New Under Cover Area Build 
A lot is happening behind the scenes with preparatory work for the commencement of building our new under 
cover area. The building which also incorporates a new Music room, food preparation area, multimedia store 
etc, will be a great facility for our school community. As we do not have very large school grounds and the 
choice of appropriate sites limited, the building will be positioned on the western side of the existing Music 
Room and directly behind Kiss and Drive. Building should commence in Term 3, 2022 with an expected         
completion date of approximately December 2023. Stay tuned! 
 

Class Representatives 
Thank you to all parents willing to take on the role of Class Representative. This role is a conduit between the   
P & C and the individual class community. All correspondence in this regard should only surround the activities 
of the P & C. We are still looking for class representatives for As, B2, B5 and C3. 
 

With Sympathy  
Our thoughts are with Mrs Donna Odom-Moss and her family following the recent loss of her husband. As a 
school community, our sympathies are extended to Donna, Max and Finn during this difficult time. 
 

Talk It Up 
In my early days of teaching I was fortunate enough to experience the power of positivity first hand. A senior 
colleague of mine was always telling anyone who would listen, how amazing her class was. She’d tell her kids 
they were wonderful, she’d tell the parents their children were gorgeous, she’d tell the other teachers how 
sweet, funny, clever and capable her pupils were and pretty soon we all believed it too. You see, I was           
witnessing an age old strategy being applied in a positive manner. If you say something is a certain way often 
enough, it can become what you say it is. Her once hard to reach and unruly Year Sixes melted in her care as 
they felt they became those special children she told them they were. Of course this can work in reverse. 
 

We all know we have the ability to make something much worse than it is by dwelling on the negatives. I’m 
sure, like me, you’ve met people who can take the sunshine out of our day just by sharing their pessimistic   
outlook on life. They manage to spoil our view of the world just by letting us in on their perspective. Children 
are very susceptible to negative spin. 
 

Coming to school at Davallia is a wonderful experience. There is a palpable tone of respect and harmony where 
difference is embraced. When little hiccups occur, staff are quick to address the problem and seek help if the 
issues are a little more serious. On the whole though, for every moment where a child is unhappy at school, 
there are a dozen or more occasions where there is joy. By focussing on the one thing that went wrong today 
we can quickly turn school into a place to be worried about. By associating negativity with going to school we 
feed anxiety and angst. Children will give you the answers they sense you’re fishing for, so if you seem keen to 
know about their daily dramas, friendship mishaps and disappointments they’ll be very keen to tell you about 
it. Pretty quickly they’ll forget about all the great things that happened that day. Trying to keep our                
conversations about the successes, the moments of humour, happiness and celebration we should be able to 
avoid the negativity trap.  
 

So, if you’re finding your child is falling into a habit of telling you all about their worries maybe you could       

redirect the conversation. Try asking about three great things that happened today. Ask them about the best 

thing that they did in class, about the most interesting thing they heard or were told today. Keep it light and 

positive and hopefully you’ll get a much more accurate idea of what actually consumed your child’s day. 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 



S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

 

Marmion Dental Therapy Centre 
Children commencing Pre Primary or who are new to this school will be receiving enrolment forms for the 
School Dental Service. This is a free dental service to all school age children from Pre Primary to Year 11.The 
School Dental Clinic that serves our school is located at Marmion Primary School, 7 Cliverton Court, Marmion. It 
operates during school hours only, as well as some school holidays. If you wish to enrol your child please return 
the completed forms either directly to Marmion Dental Therapy Centre or to your child’s school office. They can 
be contacted on 94471275 if you have any questions. 
 
School Photos 
Our school photos are scheduled for Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th March. This afternoon your child has 
received a personalised flyer from Kapture Photography containing your child’s unique codes for ordering school 
photos online. Keep your flyer secure as the unique code will only be issued once. 
  

Sibling photos can ONLY be ordered online. Once you receive the flyers for your children, it is imperative that 
you order your sibling photo early to avoid missing out. There is a physical limit in the school schedule to how 
many sibling photos can be taken. Once the maximum capacity of sibling orders has been reached, no more   
sibling orders can be placed.  If maximum capacity is not reached, sibling orders close 12pm midday sharp, one 
business day prior to the first photo day. The school or the photographers cannot accept late orders for sibling 
photography. Please do not ask as your request simply cannot be accommodated.  
 

Order your photos within 10 calendar days of photo day to receive discount photo day prices. Late orders are 
handled separately to the school delivery and incur a $30 custom service charge.  
 

This year all group photos including music, sport and student council will be taken at a later date to be            
determined. Class, individual and sibling portraits are not available to view online prior to purchase. Kapture 
offer a money back guarantee for any parent who is not fully satisfied with their photo package. Should you 
have any queries before or after photo day, please check the FAQ’s on the Kapture website.  All students will be 
photographed individually on photo day for school administration records AS WELL as included in their class 
group presentation available for purchase to all families. Should there be any reason why your child should NOT 
be included in the photo shoot, please contact the school office. 
 

If COVID is still active in WA: 
For the duration of Covid-19 in WA, please be aware that Kapture are following all recommended health guide-
lines and safe practices. Our photographers are acutely aware of the evolving situation surrounding Covid-19 
and abide by each individual school's Covid-19 policies. Where possible, the photographers will use verbal 
queues and instructions in an effort to uphold our high standard of student presentation. Students may be in-
structed by photographers to use single use sterile combs, wet wipes or tissues or to fix their own collars, 
buttons and stray hairs. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, great 
activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. For book-
ings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at   
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

  C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  
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