
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 4     24th March 2022 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

It is hard to believe we are approaching the end of Term 1.  Not sure where exactly the last 8 
weeks went, but I am certainly looking forward to holidays after the next couple of weeks! 
 

COVID-19 Communications 
Last week I informed the community I would not be sending out whole of school                     
communications regarding positive cases or close contacts.  This will now be targeted to the 
specific class or cohort.   
 

COVID Positive Cases and Identified Close Contacts 
Please remember, it is a requirement for all students in Year 3 and above, who have been 
COVID positive or identified as a Close Contact and have isolated for 7 days, to wear a mask 
indoors and outdoors for a further 7 days.  For more information, please refer to the WA 
Health website. COVID-19 Coronavirus: Testing and isolation guide (www.wa.gov.au) 
Your adherence to the WA Health Testing and Isolation protocols is appreciated. 
 

Thank you to all parents who continue to inform the school of positive COVID cases and close 
contacts.  By doing so, it places the school in the position to inform specific classes and cohorts 
in a timely manner.  Your efforts in this regard have been identified. 
 

New Under Cover Area – Floor Plan 
Planning for our new under covered area continues. It is expected this build will take               
approximately 18 months to complete and is planned to commence in Term 3.  Attached to this 
newsletter is a proposed floor plan for your information. The facility includes a purpose built 
music room and food preparation area. It is also expected this facility will have reverse cycle     
air-conditioning installed. 
 

In-term Swimming 
To say swimming lessons is going ‘swimmingly’ is an understatement! Our PP to Year 3 students 
have been outstanding in their organisation and independence during swimming. They have 
participated fully and enthusiastically, conducted themselves appropriately and had a heap of 
fun. This year, due to COVID-19 impact on swimming staff, lessons were reduced to only one 
week. Swimming lessons conclude this Friday and I wish to thank Mark Leaning who coordinates 
in-term swimming. 
 
 
 
 
Parent Teacher Meetings – Always Available On Request 
Although we are not meeting face-to-face, parents are most welcome to request a parent      
interview at any time. Staff are able to conduct these meetings online, by FaceTime or by       
telephone.   
 

The mornings are a very busy time for staff preparing for the day and giving important            
instructions and directions to students on arrival. Parents are requested not to have meetings 
with staff before school at the door. Please send an email or if urgent, call the office and we 
will have your information given to the teacher. 
 

Parents On Site 
Parents are permitted to come onto the school grounds without wearing a mask. If you are    
unable to socially distance, parents are expected to wear a mask. Unfortunately, parents are still 
not permitted to enter classrooms or wet areas. If your child has forgotten something and it is 
imperative for you to bring it to school, please drop the item off at the office and we will deliver 
it to the classroom. During the course of the school day, parents are not permitted to simply 
enter the school grounds and/or attend the classroom without signing in at the office.   
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Stirling Schools Slam Series (Basketball) 
Well done to our Year 6 students, who last week represented Davallia Primary 
School at the Stirling Schools Basketball Slam Series. Thank you also to                
Mr Warner, Miss Watts and Mr Leaning, who supported and coached the teams. 
For more information, please continue to read further in the newsletter. 
 

Kiss and Drive 
One of the nicest ways to start the morning at school is attending Kiss and Drive. 
Catching up with parents,   having a laugh and even feeding the odd hound a morning ‘doggy treat’ have be-
come part of our morning    routine. I continue to be absolutely impressed by the impeccable manners our stu-
dents extend to both Candi and I in the mornings. If you are a parent/carer who walks past Kiss and Drive in the 
mornings, you will know exactly what I am talking about.  Well done everyone and thank you making our morn-
ings fabulous. 
 

School Uniform 
A polite reminder that we have a Board approved school uniform for students to wear. All items (with the     
exception of bottle green leggings which may be worn with the Board approved skort, shorts or dress) are  
available from Uniform Concepts in Joondalup. Similar generic items do not form part of the uniform and      
parents are requested not to purchase non-approved items. As we head towards the cooler months, parents 
are requested to ensure their child(ren) wear the correct school jacket.     
 

Interschool Winter Sport – Year 6 
Interschool Winter Sport is a Year 6 program which includes a home and away series with Sorrento PS,         
Marmion PS, Poynter PS, Duncraig PS, Carine PS, North Beach PS and Glengarry PS. All Year 6 students           
participate in this program. Competition continues throughout Term 2 and culminates in a lightning carnival 
late in Term 2. The school competes in the sports of Netball, Volleyball, AFL and Soccer. At times when numbers 
are low in certain sports, a small number of Year 5’s may be invited to participate. Priority is always given to 
Year 6 students. 
 

Playing Games Fairly 
One of the great things at Davallia PS is our playground. Generally, our students play games very well and     
include others in their games. This is due to our constant focus on respecting others and ourselves. Recently I 
talked with some students about the things they could do to make games even more fun. This included: 
• Ensuring everyone is welcome to play your game. Don’t be exclusive. 
• Sharing the lead when playing games. One person is not the Boss! 
• Play a variety of games so everyone will find something they like to do. 
• Play games with a variety of friends. That way you will never be without some friends or games to play. 
 

At home, parents can help their children to learn to play fairly by adopting just a couple of the following simple 
strategies. 
 

 Variety is the Spice of the Games Life. Provide experiences for a variety of play. Imaginative games, 
throwing and catching games, hitting games, board games, independent, collaborative and problem    
solving games. Boisterous and quiet reflective games. 

 Social Etiquette. Children need to know they need to wait for their turn, should be encouraged to use 
their manners and should be polite and congratulate and commiserate with others. 

 Catch Kids Doing the Right Thing. Verbalise to your child when they wait and take turns, encourage 
others and play by the rules. Kids need to know when they are a good sport! Tell them and orchestrate 
opportunities to do so. 

 Understand the rules to reduce conflict. Before a game commences, ensure EVERYONE is clear about 
the rules and that the rules do not change. 

 Widen the Friendship Group. Kids learn from playing with older kids, younger kids and with kids of the 
same age. It provides opportunity for a different ‘child’ perspective to the games being played. Mix up 
the social groups. Invite different children over for a play date. 

 

And most probably the most powerful strategy of all.………… 
 Lead by example. Children learn how to play fairly by watching what their parents say and do. Playing 

fairly yourself – by following the rules, accepting referee decisions, being a good sport. These are all great 
role modelling examples. The same applies to being a spectator. What message do we send our kids with 
the comments that come from the sidelines? Focus on encouraging phrases – ‘Better luck next time’, 
‘Good try’, ‘Well played’.  That’s exactly what we want and expect our kids to be doing! 

 

John O’Neill 
Principal 



A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e   

One Small Soggy Step 
 

What a fabulous couple of weeks of In-term Swimming Lessons we are having. Things are quite different to 
years gone by but as usual our PP- Year Three Davallians are taking it all in their little wet strides.  
 

Once again I’ve been very pleased with the level of independence displayed by all the children attending from 
Pre-Primary right through to the big Year Threes. The year three classes have each had the pool to themselves. 
This is very unusual. The swimming teachers have been smiling at the prospect of teaching groups of less than 
twenty five children, especially when they are as well behaved as our students. Due mainly to these student to 
teacher ratios, the children have learned fast and many have progressed quicker through their levels than they 
would over a two week series. 
 

Once again I am very impressed with how many strong swimmers we have here at Davallia. This is one of the 
key reasons I asked for beach lessons for our Year Fours. It is so important that our children are challenged by 
swimming lessons and become more competent and confident swimmers as so much of our Western Australian 
lifestyle revolves around water. The Year Six Rottnest Camp involves a fair amount of water activity and like the 
students, our staff have made sure their own qualifications are up to date in preparation. 
 

Swimming lessons are about so much more than learning to swim though. For our littlest Davallians it’s about 
learning how to manage without Mum or Dad’s help. Being able to keep a track of your property, to be able to 
dry yourself properly and get dressed can be a bit of a challenge for the uninitiated. Finding out that undies pull 
up better when you’re dry, that keeping your towel off the floor tends to make it function better and that my 
shirt feels better when it’s not inside out, are all little lessons and part of the experience. 
 

One of the things that strike me year in and year out is how fast our children grow up. Last year’s ‘newbies’ are 
now all confident Year One ‘veterans’ who appear so confident and assured. The big Year Threes present like 
wise old owls with know how beyond their years. Even with the added complication of wearing/not wearing/
wearing a mask, they are thoroughly across what is expected of them. 
 

It has been a great couple of weeks for everyone so far. Make sure you ask your children about their              
adventures and give them praise for the things they are able to do on their own. Even the little things are      
significant. Remember, as parents, we aim to do ourselves out of a job eventually. Our children need to be able 
to get by without us being there all the time. Times like these provide an opportunity for our children to take a 
few soggy steps forward on their own. 
 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

P  &  C  N e w s  

Hot Cross Bun Morning Tea 
A flyer has gone home this week to support our fabulous P&C. You can 
purchase your children a delicious hot cross bun and a juice to have 
for recess on Thursday 7th April. K2 and K3 will have theirs delivered 
for recess on Friday 8th April. Please order online by 11.59pm Friday 
1st April. No cash will be accepted — you can order at 
https://www.davalliapspc.org.au/fundraising-and-events 
 
Budget Meeting 
Our P&C Budget Meeting will be held via zoom on Tuesday 29th March 7.30pm. Members will be emailed the 
link. If you are not yet a member please join to attend the meeting - 
https://www.davalliapspc.org.au/become-a-member 
 

At our budget meeting we decide how our hard earned fundraising dollars will be spent for the benefit of the 
Davallia students. Submissions from staff as well as parents and carers will be considered and we encourage 
everyone to attend.   
 

Leigh Walker 
P & C President 

https://www.davalliapspc.org.au/fundraising-and-events
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.davalliapspc.org.au%2Fbecome-a-member&data=04%7C01%7CLydia.Butler%40education.wa.edu.au%7Ce676e3d32d2e4986fa6808da0b294007%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637834569035169815%7C


It’s His Year! 
Last week Jaxon C was offered positions into 3 different district cricket clubs, but could only 
choose one. He chose Scarborough Districts following in the footsteps of Rod Marsh, Justin     
Langer, Marcus Stoinis and Andrew Tye, to name just a few!! This cricket season he’s scored 
a hat trick, two 5 wicket hauls, a total of 317 runs and he has taken 34 wickets. He has also 

been asked to trial for the U12 WA state team in April. Well done Jaxon! We also wish 
him luck for this       weekend as he plays in the U13 grand final this in his big brothers 
team (who are all former Davallians!!)  Best of luck Jaxon! 

 
Stirling Slam Basketball 
On Tuesday a number of Year six students competed in the Stirling Slam Series Basketball Tournament. One  
female and one male team versed off against other schools in a round robin-style competition. Both teams     
represented Davallia with pride and resilience, with the boys finishing in 2nd place and the girls finishing in 3rd 

place! Ms Watts, Mr Leaning and Mr Warner expressed their pleasure with the students in the post-tournament 
briefing, giving special mention to a number of players for their displays of Davallia’s core values.                      
Congratulations to Anna Lehmann and Millan J for receiving the ‘Player of the Day’ award for their respective 
teams. May this be the beginning of a wonderful year of sport!  Go Davallia!! 

Mr Warner 
Physical Education Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ride2School Day 

Ride2School Day is a school and community event. Here at Davallia we will be having our annual Ride2School 
Day on Friday 1st April 2022. We strongly encourage parents to walk or ride to school on this day, with their    
children, to promote the health benefits of cycling. Cycling is a free activity and heaps of fun too. It helps         
improve the environment and keeps our bodies fit and healthy. It helps alleviate traffic congestion around the 
school and students arrive at school invigorated and alert. Children 10 or over are permitted to ride to school by 
themselves, while children under 10 will need to be accompanied by an adult. An approved helmet is            
compulsory for this event. It is recommended that students bring a lock to secure their bikes in the bike racks. 
 

To help celebrate the occasion there will be raffle prizes, stickers, slow bike races for the older students at 
lunchtime and a decorate your helmet competition for the Junior students. 
For the decorate the helmet competition, students will need to decorate 
their helmet at home and judging will take place on the day. 
Please support this event.  Hope to see you there. 
 
Mr Greg Perry and Mr Joel Warner 
Physical Education Specialists 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

  C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, great 
activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. For     
bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at   
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

