
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 5     7th April 2022 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 
Term 1 is all but done and dusted.  Although it 
looks like on a state level caseloads are beginning 
to settle, our school world continues to be 
impacted by COVID-19 with the implications 
associated with a growing local caseload.  My 
commitment to the community has not changed in 
regards to providing you all with the most current 
information in the timeliest manner possible.  The 
easing of restrictions for the commencement of 
Term 2, as forwarded to the community 
previously, will see greater opportunities for our 
community to ‘physically’ reengage with Davallia 
Primary School.  We greatly look forward to this.  
Your ongoing outpouring of kindness towards my 
staff and I is greatly appreciated and we continue 
to feel fully supported by the community.  Thank 
you. 
 

Staff Gratitude 
I wish to express my gratitude to the staff for how they 
have responded to each and every COVID positive case 
and/or report of close contact isolation this term.  
Our staff have been well prepared for any possible 
disruptions to the continuity of learning for any 
student, whenever it may present.  From having a 
plan for a transition to online learning or a hard copy 
learning program to implement at their fingertips, 
without exception the staff have been proactive in 
supporting any student and family at home in an 
timely manner.  Teaching staff are well supported by 
our Education Assistants and administrative staff in 
this regard, and as a collective team, have done a 

great job.  I am sure you will join with me in thanking the staff for their diligence during these 
unsettling times and wish them a safe and relaxing holiday period.  They certainly deserve it! 
 
School Development Day – Tuesday 26th April 
Please be aware Tuesday 26th April is a School Development Day 
where students do not attend school. 
Monday 25th April is ANZAC Day public holiday. 
 
Term 2 commences for students on Wednesday 27th April, 2022. 
 
Mask Wearing 
Our students in Years 3-6 have been outstanding in wearing their 
masks and eliminating the opportunity of being identified as a close contact.  Parents are       
requested to ensure your child(ren) has a mask before leaving for school and has a spare mask 
in their bag. At all times, students from K—Year 2 are not required to wear a mask, however, it 
is strongly encouraged. 
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COVID Positive Cases and Identified Close Contacts 
Please remember, it is a requirement for all students in Year 3 and above who have been COVID positive or 
identified as a Close Contact and have isolated for 7 days, they are required to wear a mask indoors and    
outdoors for a further 7 days.  For more information, please refer to the WA Health website. 
COVID-19 Coronavirus: Testing and isolation guide (www.wa.gov.au) 
Your adherence to the WA Health Testing and Isolation protocols is appreciated. 
 
Thank you to all parents who continue to inform the school of positive COVID cases and close contacts. 
By doing so, it places the school in the position to inform specific classes and cohorts in a timely manner. 
Your efforts in this regard have been outstanding and the school has been granted the opportunity to respond 
appropriately. 
 
School Enrolment 
Every wondered how many students attend Davallia and how many students are in particular year groups? 
Below is some information which is regularly shared at P & C meetings. 
 
Enrolment Data 
Kindy    64 
Pre-primary   63 
Primary 429 
Total  556 
 

 
Book Fair 
Well done to Elissa Baker who, with the support of our P & C, has delivered yet another fabulous Book Fair.  
Although managed slightly different to what is usually experienced at Davallia Primary School, the Book Fair has 
been a great success due to the support of the school community. 
 

 
 
Under Covered Area - Upgrades 
Works will continue during these school holidays to complete the re-roofing and acoustic upgrades top both 
under cover areas.  It is expected these works will be completed over the holiday period. 
 
Sick Students at School 
This week saw a significant spike in the number of students being sent home due to sickness.  Parents are     
requested to keep students home from school should they present as unwell.  Thank you to all parents who 
have promptly collected their children from school when called.  The school have extremely limited facilities to 
manage unwell students. 

Summary by Cohort and Gender as at 7th April 2022 

 

  K PP Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 Total 

Male 40 29 36 34 38 47 32 32 288 

Female 24 34 52 29 38 31 22 38 268 

Total 64 63 88 63 76 78 54 70 556 

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/covid-19-coronavirus-testing-and-isolation-guide#positive


P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Ride to School Day 
Congratulations to the many students, staff and parents who rode to school last Friday.  It was fantastic to hear 
the excitement in the students as they proudly arrived on the ‘deadly treadlies’.  Well done to Mr Warner and 
Mr Leaning for coordinating this event.  Also thank you to Giant Cycles and Carine Cycles who provided prizes 
for the day. 
 

Parent Teacher Meetings – Face to Face now available 
Commencing next Term, face-to-face parent interviews are now able to be conducted.  Physically distancing 
and mask wearing mandates are still applicable.  If you would like to have a parent/teacher interview, please 
contact your classroom teacher via email to arrange a suitable time. 
 

Parents On site 
Parents are permitted to come onto the school grounds without wearing a mask.  If you are unable to socially 
distance, parents are expected to wear a mask.  Unfortunately, parents are still not permitted to enter        
classrooms or wet areas.  If your child has forgotten something and it is imperative for you to bring it to school, 
please drop the item off at the office and we will deliver it to the classroom.  During the course of the school 
day, parents are not permitted to simply enter the school grounds and/or attend the classroom without signing 
in at the office.   
 

Parking Issues – Trenton Way 
I have received a number of complaints regarding parents or grandparents illegally parking on Trenton Way.  
Please be respectful and responsible drivers, ensuring you observe the City of Joondalup signage, as a visit by 
the City Ranger’s Licence Plate Identification Vehicle may put a dent in your hip pocket! 

 

Schools Watch – Education Security 
From time to time and after hours, community members observe unusual happenings or 
unsavoury characters around our school. The Schools Watch program (Education Securi-
ty) are the people to report any suspicious behaviour.  To report any suspicious activity 
on school premises after hours, ring School Watch Security on 1800 177 777 or contact 

Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.  Please save these numbers in your phones. 
 
Leave Passes – Green Slips 
From time to time, students may be required to be signed out from their class to attend a medical appointment 
or for other important reasons.  On these occasions, parents or other authorised people are required to sign 
students out at administration and obtain a Green Leave Pass.  This pass provides all staff with confirmation the 
student has been signed out from the administration and is approved to be released.  Obviously this is part of 
our duty of care process, so should there be an emergency on site, the school knows exactly who is present and 
should be accounted for. 
As parents (or authorised other) must first sign students out of the school via the administration, any parent or 
authorised person who attend a classroom to remove a student without a green leave will be directed to attend 
the school administration to do so. Without exception.  NO Green Slip = No Student.   Irrespective of how busy 
you are, you forgot and will do so on your way out or you have other siblings waiting in the car.  No student will 
be released without a Green Leave Pass.  Thank you to the many parents who fully understand the importance 
of the process. 
 

Social Media – Appropriate Usage 
Does your child(ren) have access to social media?  Do they watch YouTube? Do they play online games? 
If so, as parents, do you know exactly what your children are doing and saying whilst on 
social media?  If you are unsure, may I politely request you gain that understanding.  
From time to time we see the negative impact of social media rear its ugly head in our 
school and playground.  It is the school’s position to not become involved with social 
media issues that stem from outside of the school day, however, when the good order of 
the school is impacted, the school does respond quickly and in a transparent fashion.  
From experience, 9/10 times the school has had to contact parents due to cyber bullying 
or inappropriate conduct, parents are oblivious to the fact.  Please know what your 
children are doing online, the platforms they use, and the language being used as part 
of online gaming and the forums they are part of.  



Cupid has Struck! 
Wow!  Cupid has certainly been sending his arrows around the staff 
at Davallia Primary School and this time one has landed amongst 
our Year 1 staff!  Congratulations to Gabi Perkov and her new     
fiancée Curtis Borszeky who announced their engagement last 
weekend.  We wish you a long, happy and healthy life together. 
  

Wishing you all a relaxing and enjoyable fortnight.  Stay safe and 
healthy and I look forward to seeing you for the start of Term 2. 
 

John O’Neill 
Principal 
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  C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, great 
activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. For     
bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at   
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

Look What You Can Do 
Have you ever heard the proverb, ‘Give a man a fish and he eats for a day. Teach him to fish and he eats for a 
lifetime’? I’m not sure of its age or origin, but the message still applies in twenty first century Australia. I     
believe this philosophy is as true today for our children as it was in the ancient world, where surviving day to 
day was a lot less certain. 
Right now, we are busily raising and equipping the future guardians of the world. They will be the leaders and 
decision makers who inherit the legacy of our hard work. By then, hopefully the planet will be in better shape, 
but regardless, our children will need a set of skills and a mindset that will allow them to deal with a whole 
new set of problems and complex issues that they most likely will not have not faced. 
As ‘the adults’, we need ensure we are providing our children with the skills, resilience, problem solving     
capacity and perseverant nature to deal with future challenges. Despite living time starved lives, we somehow 
manage to do too much for our kids. We want them to be happy and we want everything done quickly.      
Occasionally because of this, we lack the persistence to allow our children to complete and learn even simple 
tasks that eventually they will have to do for themselves. In our hurry to get a thing done or to get out the 
door, we can be guilty of giving up on our children doing things for themselves. 
One side effect of having someone do everything for you is reluctance to take risks and have a go. Children 
quickly learn that if they can’t do something, and if they wait long enough, someone else will do it for them. 
We adults fall into the trap of doing it ourselves because it is quicker, easier and causes less conflict. But what 
does this teach our kids? 
As a teacher, I see plenty of proof that children are far more capable than we think. Swimming lessons and 
School Camps are prime examples where children discover there are a set of skills that everyone needs to 
master to get by. Kids see other kids displaying skills and competencies that they realise they should have and 
very quickly learn how to do it too. Some find doing these things can be rewarding. It may seem silly but we 
find out on camp that not every eleven year old knows how to sweep, wash and dry dishes or make a bed. 
Why is that? 
We can all play a part in passing on skills to our future world leaders. All we need is a little patience. Draw up 
a list of things you were able to do when you were little that you thought were valuable and  important and 
ask yourself, ‘Can little Johnny or Mary do that?’ If not, maybe this holidays could be the opportunity to take 
out the proverbial fishing gear and introduce them to what it feels like to be independent, capable and      
confident. Love them enough to let them have a go, take risks, even fail, and be there to catch them when 
they fall and to celebrate their success. 
 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au
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Ride 2 School Day 
On Friday the 1st of April, students and staff hopped on their bikes and 
participated in Ride 2 School day. The morning saw students rolling in with 
excitement to receive stickers and raffle tickets. Throughout the day, 
prizes were won for outstanding helmet decorations, magnificent 
balancing in the slow races, and draws from the raffle competition. A huge 
thank you to the Allan family from Giant Bikes, and Carine Cycles for 
providing us with such amazing prizes! As well as this, a big thank you to 
Mr Rhine, Mr Leaning and several Year Five students who went out of their 
way to assist with the day! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
AFL SEDA Clinics 
On Monday of Week 9 & 10, the AFL class from SEDA visited Davallia to run some awesome AFL clinics for our 
students! Students from Year Two to Year Six were fortunate enough to participate in these exciting sessions, 
learning a range of skills, such as: marking, handballing and kicking. There were big smiles all around during 
the clinics, and we greatly appreciate the vibrant energy brought by the SEDA class! A Big thank you to Brent 
Snook for offering this wonderful opportunity to our school! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Constable Care Bike Safety Incursion 
On Monday of Week Nine, Constable Care 
visited one of our lucky classes to deliver a 
fantastic Bike Safety incursion. This session 
saw the kids utilising iPads to interact with 
cycling scenarios, visited our Kiss and Drive 
 to discuss real-life situations, and much 
more! The students thoroughly enjoyed 
this incursion, and we hope to see 
Constable Care back soon! A big thank you  
to Alexander for bringing along his wealth 
 of knowledge and bubbly energy! 
 

 



F r e n c h  N e w s  

Bonjour les parents et les élèves,  
  
Recently, students in Years 5 & 6 participated in the Language Perfect World Championships. It’s always a 
pleasure for me to see the students really embracing such an immersive French learning experience. The pres-
sure, the excitement and the variety of activities makes it a really positive and productive learning experience 
for them all.  
  
For French in Western Australia in the category of 101-250 students (Years 5 & 6) Davallia came first place! 
Bravo!!! For the same category for Australia we came 8th, a big improvement from 15th last year! In total, our 
students answered 74,220 questions! C’est incroyable! There were also a number of students who reached a 
high level. 

  
Congratulations to the following students: 
Credit: 
Kael W 
Fionnlagh O 
Scott C 
Olive M 
Vera O 
Arthur H  
Bronze: 
Ryder A 
Alexis M 
Ava B 
Gold:  
James N 
Elite: 
Emmerson D (Fantastique! Emmerson reached the top 1% in the competition!) 

  
I would like to whole-heartedly acknowledge these students for their commitment and dedication. They went 
above and beyond to improve their French! I’d also like to congratulate all students who had a go and shared 
the joy of learning French!  
  
Here is some feedback from our Year 6 students about the competition:  
  
I love language perfect because it combines my favorite thing with learning : COMPETING. 
I love how it helps me with my French and I get to compete with other students across the world. 
It's awesome! 
- Sophia Carter-Byfield 
  
I think language perfect is a good website that encourages kids to learn French. 
It  has a friendly and competitive environment which helps kids to sharpen their French skills. 
-Fionnlagh O’Rourke  

  
I love doing Language Perfect. It is a good way to learn. 
-Kael Warland 
  
I really am so proud to have such motivated and curious students who value and enjoy learning French.  
  
Warm regards,  
Sophie Thorn aka Madame Thorn 
French Specialist Teacher 


