
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 6     5th May 2022 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Welcome Back 
It certainly feels like we are getting back to our ‘old normal’ with the recent announcement of 
the easing of restrictions. It has been great to see the removal of the mask wearing mandate, 
the capacity limits and 2m2 rule. All of these very necessary as we navigate the pandemic, but 
fabulous to see them gone. What that means is we will basically return to full school operations 
with our school community welcomed back into the school and enjoying the opportunity to   
become fully involved in all school ventures. 
 

Mask Wearing 
Although the mask wearing mandate has been removed, it is still a personal choice should you 
wish for your child to continue to wear a mask. This also applies to staff and I am sure you will 
continue to see a number of staff masked up. We respect and support all students, staff and 
parents who wish to continue to wear a mask. 
 

Positive COVID Cases and Close Contacts 
A reminder, should your child test COVID positive, please continue to inform the school. Also 
please inform the school should your child be identified as a close contact. In this instance, they 
can attend school, however are required to wear a mask indoors and outdoors for 7 days (Years 
3 – 6). 
 

Sick Students at School 
Parents are requested not to send children to school if they 
are unwell. On each and every occasion, parents will be called 
and requested to collect their child from school. A reminder 
the school only has one sick bed and a very small medical 
room. As the Flu season is upon us, compounded by the ever 
present COVID virus, each and every community member must 
play their part in keeping our school safe and healthy.   
 

Assemblies 
Assemblies will return to an open community event from Week 6, following NAPLAN in Weeks 3 
and 4. Parents of Honour Certificate winners are welcome to attend assembly this week and 
again in Week 4, although these will still be considered mini assemblies with no student         
performances. 
 

Interschool Sport 
The home and away season of winter sports kicked of last Friday with Davallia PS taking on     
Sorrento PS. Our students were outstanding in the effort, skills and sportsmanship. It was a   
convincing win for Davallia! Well done to all involved. 
 

NAPLAN Online 
Next week will see students in Years 3 and 5 complete the 2022 NAPLAN assessments. Parents 
always ask how is the best way to prepare for NAPLAN. It is simple….good quality teaching and 
learning and familiarisation with the NAPLAN format. This is always undertaken well at Davallia 
PS. Further to this, as this is an online assessment, typing skills are also a great way to             
prepare. The school provides all students access to Typing Tournament which can be easily   
accessed at home. For more information, ask you classroom teacher. Recognition of the efforts 
of Mark Leaning and Sunny Kendrick in managing these assessments as the behind the scenes 
ICT management is significant. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Acoustic Improvements - Updates 
The acoustic upgrades to the main undercover area and the Junior Primary undercover area are now                
complete. This also included the installation of a new roof to the main undercover area. In excess of $350,000 
was expended in this regard. 
 
 
 
 
Kiss and Drive 
In the mornings, parents are requested to be patient and wait until your vehicle is towards the front of the Kiss 
and Drive bays before permitting your children to exit the vehicle. Allowing students out of vehicles at the back 
of Kiss and Drive does not speed up the process, in fact, it is a hindrance, as on many occasions the front        
vehicles move and you are left at the back with exiting children. It impedes the flow of the process. Further to 
this, parents are also requested to be patient and not skip the line and enter a vacant bay at the front of the 
line. This too only slows down the process. Our Kiss and Drive is very effective when everyone respects the 
rules. Thanks for your support. 
 

Although we have enjoyed a very smooth return to school, we have seen a number of students and staff       
affected by COVID-19. If you are currently unwell, we wish you a speedy recovery and look forward to seeing 
you back at school as soon as possible. 
 

John O’Neill 
Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

Losing is Something Too 
In life, sooner or later, we all learn that not everyone wins all of the time. If we’re lucky we get experiences    
early on that teach us that not winning is okay too. In my role as an AFL Ambassador and as the Associate     
Principal at Davallia, I regularly work with children of all ages who find losing very difficult to deal with. There 
are often tears and anger when a game of inconsequential sport ends with one team beating another. No     
trophies were awarded, no league table was impacted, no ceremony was staged but regardless of this, some 
children are devastated. Why does this happen?  
 

It seems to me that these children have not had much experience with losing. Maybe they have been protected 
from the hurt that defeat can bring. Perhaps like many children, they have been perpetual winners where    
everyone wins, nobody loses and everyone gets a trophy even for coming last. But what sort of a world is this 
preparing our children for? Competiveness is natural. Children learn very early that winning is good. Even when 
we don’t keep scores, you can be sure the kids know which team’s in front. Little boys in particular want to win 
at everything but they often don’t understand how their ‘must win’ ways impact on their playmates. They     
become confused when a peer stops playing with them. They don’t automatically understand that their need to 
win, be first or be the best, can hurt others. We adults have a part to play in building their empathy and     
awareness. 
 

Learning how to win or lose well takes practice. The older children get, the more experience they will have with 
winning and losing. The ability to bounce back after a loss becomes more important as children get older. They 
can’t afford to burst into tears and melt down in front of their peers when they are older, it just isn’t socially 
acceptable. Teaching resilience sets children up for success as they realise losing, like failure, isn’t the end of 
the world. It’s a chance to have another go, to improve and to reset. There is much more value in playing a 
game and competing than just the winning. Children should learn from competition the importance of       
teamwork and cooperation, of commitment to others, respect for our opponents, and learning to play by the 
rules. Losing or failing are consequences of having a go, not reasons to give up.    

We can all do our bit to support our future sports stars. By modelling and supporting them through               
competition, talking to them about their behaviour and encouraging them to empathise with others will equip 
them for disappointment, as much as for success. In time, when they have survived losing a few games, lived 
through not being first in a race or not died when they were not the very best at something, perhaps they’ll see 
that the end of the world is further away than they thought. If we invest this time and effort, so many more 
moments in life that could be very hard to negotiate, will be so much easier for our children. 
 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 



P  &  C  N e w s  

We Are Back!! 
We are thrilled to be able to get back to business this term - cake stalls, discos, democracy sausages and more 
will be coming your way soon. Keep an eye out for information from your fabulous class reps about how you 
can join in all the fun. At our budget meeting last term we voted on how our hard earned fundraising money 
will be spent. Thank you to those attended via Zoom to vote on what is included on the list and in what order 
items are funded. Submissions were received from both staff and parents. This year we will be fundraising for 
the following items; 
 

 Reoccurring Items (incl. but not limited to ICT, Phys Ed equipment, awards and grounds maintenance) 
 Grammar Workbooks for years 1-6 
 A and C Block iPads 
 Clevertouch screens for Pre Primary 
 Medical Fridge  
 ECE Items including indoor and outdoor equipment 
 Visual Arts storage and resources 
 Graduation hats  
 French Online Subscription for Y6 students 
 

Election Day 
As the election day closes in and everybody fumbles around for coins for a democracy sausage, the fundraising 
team would like to share what else will be available on the day.  Not only will there be the democracy sausage, 
but also coffee van, book stall and the infamous cake stall.  As usual, these wonderful stalls are not able to run 
without some generous volunteers - if you are able to either contribute to the cake stall or volunteer 30 
minutes of your time, please contact the Fundraising team. 
 

This year we will also be looking for book donations for the stall.  If you have any books sitting around that no 
longer spark joy in your household, please feel free to drop them off to the school office the week before   
election day.  All books are accepted from baby to adult reader and any books that are not sold on the day will 
be donated to a local charity. 
 
 

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th of May in the library and we look forward to seeing you there— 
mask free! 
 

Leigh Walker 
P&C President 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

Year 7—2023 
If your child is due to start year 7 next year and enrolling at Carine Senior High School, please note 
that enrolments close on Friday 22nd July. Please contact Carine SHS on 6235 7508 for an           
enrolment package. 
 
 

Champions! 
Over the Easter long weekend Charlie B, Ted W and Dara D won the Minor League MP60 
State Championship for the Carine Cats. Their team went undefeated for the entire            
tournament and the final was live streamed with a commentator.  Well done boys!! 
 

 
Anna Lehmann and Alexis M have been selected for the Western Australian Acrobatic Gymnastics 
State Team for 2022. All of us here at Davallia wish you both the very best of luck. 

  C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, great 
activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. For     
bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at   
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

