
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 7     19th May 2022 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Interschool Sport 
Well done to our Year 6 students (and a select number of Year 5 students) who each Friday  
have been competing in interschool winter sports. Our team compete in Soccer, AFL, Volleyball 
and Netball. Without exception, Davallia PS students have been outstanding in all areas         
including sportsmanship, team spirit, competitiveness and manners. They are representing our 
school in exemplary fashion. Keep it up and keep leading by example. 
 

COVID-19 and Unwell Students 
COVID and other sickness are certainly taking a toll throughout our school community and our 
school is no different. On Monday we commenced the week with 117 students absent from 
school due to illness and 9 staff absent. To date, the school has been able to backfill all staff   
absences, however, we will need to become quite creative when relief staff are unable to be 
sourced. When this occurs, some of the strategies that may be employed include: 
 

Cancelling specialist programs (PE, French, Music, Art) 
Cancelling DOTT time for teaching staff 
Cancelling intervention programs 
Combining classes with additional EA support 
Deploying Admin to classrooms  
 

Schools also have access to a central relief pool, however, this too is currently being depleted 
due to COVID-19.  
 

Over the past 2 weeks, we have sent home from school 4 or 5 sick students each and every day!  
Parents are requested to keep students home should they be symptomatic or feeling unwell.  
We have a very limited medical room with only one bed. Should students become unwell at 
school, parents will be called and requested to collect their child from school. We do realise this 
has an impact on working parents, however, the school is not equipped to manage sick children. 
We do appreciate the support given when we call. Thank you. 
 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Amy Read (B2) and Damon Williamson who were married 
last Saturday. We look forward to welcoming the new Mrs Williamson back to 
school. 
 

Arrival at School 
Parents are requested not to bring their children to school before 8.40am if you intend to walk 
your child(ren) to their classrooms. We are finding a number of parents are allowing children to 
play on playground equipment or kick balls before school which is not what we do at Davallia 
PS. We strongly discourage this as we have found from experience, with your child playing     
before school either on equipment or with balls, others tend to join in when they should be in 
the under covered area. This results in students being unsupervised by staff. Although it is nice 
to see parents and kids being active, please plan for this to occur after school. Thanks for your 
understanding. 

 

Under Cover Area – Acoustic Up-grade 
These works are basically now complete. As a result of a combination of wall panelling, ceiling 
panelling and acoustic grade insulation, the acoustic qualities have been significantly improved.  
We also received a new metal roof in the undercover area which was an added benefit from the 
program of works. I would like to thank and recognise the support given by Michelle O’Rourke 
regarding these improvements. Her assistance and advice was instrumental in achieving such a 
great outcome. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Assemblies – commencing Week 6 
We will return to hosting open community assemblies from Thursday of Week 6 (2nd June). This will see our 
community welcomed back to attend in large numbers and classes hosting assemblies. As we have lost a term 
and a half of opportunities for assembly, at times classes will combine and share the hosting of assemblies. Our 
current assemblies are run by the student council without class items. Parents of honour certificate recipients 
are invited to attend. 
 

NAPLAN Online 
NAPLAN Online has come and gone and I wish to congratulate our Year 3 and Year 5 stu-
dents for their efforts. For both year groups, this was their first year of completing the 
NAPLAN assessment. For our Year 5’s, in 2020 as Year 3’s, NAPLAN was cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic resulting in 2022 being their first attempt at NAPLAN. Well done to 
Mark Leaning and Sunny Kendrick who coordinated the administration of the testing, and to 
Adrienne Rintoul and Shannen Watts who also have now been trained in the administrative 
process. A great team effort. 
 

Election Day – P & C Activities 
Election Day is this Saturday!  Our P & C always come out in strong numbers to use this day as a great           
fundraising opportunity. If you wish to be involved please contact Leigh Walker via email pcpresidentdaval-
lia@gmail.com  
 
 

John O’Neill 
Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

Naplan Notes 
This week we are closing in on the end of another series of NAPLAN assessments administered to our Year 
Threes and Fives. There will be a few more catch up opportunities for those that were unable to attend on the 
days the assessments occurred. With Covid at large in our community, we have had a number of Year 3s and 5s 
away over the last two weeks. 
 

NAPLAN gets a lot of coverage in the media. Some of it is positive whilst some of the articles are negative. Much 
of it is misleading and creates a bit of anxiety for parents and children about something we’ve been doing for 
many years. We at Davallia deal with NAPLAN in a way that is intended to minimise the stress of the week. By 
preparing our students appropriately, reducing the fuss and playing down NAPLAN’s importance, we feel the 
children appreciate that NAPLAN is just one more thing we do at school routinely. It is no big deal. 
 

This year both our Year Threes and Year Fives were doing NAPLAN for the first time. When Our Year Fives were 
in Year Three, NAPLAN was cancelled due to Covid across the country. This year we have forged ahead, even 
though the impact of Covid has been significant in WA schools. We put routines and procedures in place to 
manage the technology safely and hygienically throughout our NAPLAN testing and to make sure the tests are 
delivered as planned, but attendance has been an issue for us. On one day alone we had seventeen students 
away who were scheduled to participate in NAPLAN. 
 

For educators, the information gleaned from NAPLAN data is very important. The planning cycle is fed by the 
results we see and the interpretations we make. If we’re doing something right, we’ll celebrate. If something 
we’re doing isn’t working we’ll investigate why. If change is needed, we’ll change. NAPLAN is just one part of 
our data collection regime. 
 

So having taken our 2022 snapshot of Literacy and Numeracy, even if this year it feels like we were using a box 

camera, it has taken so long, we’ll get on with our core business of teaching and learning. Our teaching staff 

continue to deliver a diverse and complex curriculum in their classrooms that is challenging and enriching.    

Every day at Davallia so much rich teaching and learning occurs, the value of which no manner of assessment 

can appropriately measure.  

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 
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P  &  C  N e w s  
 

Election Day 
As the election day closes in and everybody fumbles around for coins for a democracy 
sausage, the fundraising team would like to share what else will be available on the 
day. Not only will there be the democracy sausage, but also a coffee van, book stall and 
the infamous cake stall.  As per usual, these wonderful stalls are not able to run without 
some generous volunteers. If you are able to either contribute to the cake stall or volun-
teer 30 minutes of your time, please contact the fundraising team. 
 

This year we will also be looking for book donations for the stall, if you have any books 
sitting around that no longer spark joy in your household, please feel free to drop them 
off to the school office the week before election day. All books are accepted from baby to adult reader and any 
books that are not sold on the day will be donated to a local charity. 
 

P&C Busy Bee 
Saturday 28th May 10.30am – 12.30pm 
We are looking for some helpful, handy people to join us in the Kindy area to do some 
painting and odd jobs. No need to sign in, just show up on the day! Many hands make light 
work.  Any questions please email; pcpresidentdavallia@gmail.com 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

Cross Country 
Get your running shoes on as training for cross country will take place every morning commencing 
Monday 23rd May. Training starts at 8.20am sharp and all year 3 to 6 students are encouraged to 
attend.  
 

  C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, great 
activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. For     
bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at   
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  
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