
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 8     2nd June 2022 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Assemblies – We are back! 
It was a great day today as we returned to whole of school assemblies, including the attendance 
of our school community!  Congratulations to our Year 4 students who hosted today’s assembly.  
Their theme was all about our school’s values. They spoke very well and sang some really great 
songs reflecting our values.  Well done to our Year 4’s, Miss Watts and Mr Rhine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

65 Roses for Cystic Fibrosis 
Last Friday was 65 Roses Day for Cystic Fibrosis. Our school came dressed 
wearing red in support and we collected a gold coin donation. Did you 
know the term ’65 Roses’ was created to help young children with Cystic Fibrosis to pronounce 
the name of their genetic disease? Thank you to the school community, who fully supported this      
fundraiser and as a school we raised $725.00.  Well done everyone. 
 

COVID-19 
We certainly have had our fair share of COVID positive parents, staff and students at Davallia 
Primary School. Hopefully our peak is over and our reported cases continue to fall. A reminder 
to parents, should you be COVID positive and not permitted to attend school, if you are having 
difficulty with drop off and pick up from school whilst you are isolating for 7 days, you can call 
the school and we may be able to find a solution for your dilemma.  
 

Busy Bee 
Thanks to all families who were able to spend a couple of 
hours last weekend sprucing up our Nature Playgrounds 
and ECE cubby house. A big thank you to our Grounds   
Committee for coordinating the Busy Bee. 
 

Election Day – P & C Activities 
Well done to Leigh Walker (P & C President) and her band of volunteers who 
hosted a very successful Election Day fundraiser. The BBQs cooked up a storm, 
with the bacon and egg rolls a highlight! The second hand book stall was very 
successful thanks to our Student Council. The bakers in our community did a 
great job with lots of cakes etc being sold on the day. Thank you to all parents 
and students who helped out and contributed. 
 

Bain or Pigface 
Mrs Antoni and her fabulous Year 1’s have been busy planting Bain, or ‘Pigface’ around the 
school. In fact, many classes have been involved in planting out this very important plant 
throughout our school. Did you know, after flowering, the petals fall off and the fruiting base of 
the flower swells to produce a purplish-red fruit. The fruit is highly regarded by local Aboriginal 
people who freely eat it when it becomes available. Early European settlers also 
enjoyed the fruit, adding it to their meagre diet and   
making jam out of it. You probably have seen this plant in 
the sand dunes or our local beaches. 
 

John O’Neill 
Principal 
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A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

 
A couple of weeks ago the Davallia Interschool AFL Team were flogged. We didn’t score a point. After not losing 
a game in two years, seeing a final score card with no points for and plenty against was confronting. Making it 
worse was the way the opposition ground us into the turf. Even when they were miles in front, they never let 
up.  
 

Every child benefits from the experience of defeat but I don’t condone thrashings. It is something we have been 
instructed to avoid in our competition for the good of all participants. There’s no percentage, only wins and 
losses. Obviously someone didn’t get the memo. 
 
 

Leading up to that game we had played against a team that we too could have mercilessly thrashed. We had a 
full team, and we were primed to post a record score, but that is not the Davallia way. As the game wore on it 
was obvious that we were far too good for the opposition. I rested some of our better players and moved some 
into unfamiliar positions hoping things might even up. I offered the opposition the opportunity to play some 
extra players and threw some spare jumpers on two of our better players to help them out. From here the 
game levelled off and for the rest of match the two teams seemed well matched.  
 
 

When the game was over, everyone was smiling, even the opposition. We’d won but the score didn’t matter. 
Everyone had had a great game and the two teams cheered each other loudly and proudly. We didn’t leave any 
of their players feeling humiliated. 
 
 

During our belting the next week, we didn’t have the players available to match the opposition and the goals 
flowed quickly. After every quarter the kids were asking me how far down we were, and I just encouraged them 
to focus on getting a score and stopping their opposition player, celebrating the little moments where we did 
something special. The opposition were in no mood to ease up and continued to pile on the goals and smother 
our scoring attempts. It was hard to watch. At the game’s end I rushed over to my players. They were a little 
downcast, but it was easy to get them chorusing the Davallia chant with broad smiles once I told them how 
proud I was of their effort. 
 
 

Things turned full circle this week when Davallia was almost at full strength, and we came up against another 

weaker team. Straight away I started swinging changes, resting players and doing my best to give the opposi-

tion a chance. By the end of the game, we had won, and the opposition had scored. Everyone was happy. I 

gathered the kids around me and told them, ‘This is what it feels like to play interschool sport the right way.’ 

They all knew what it felt like to be flogged in that game earlier in the season and it wasn’t very nice. ‘Today our 

opposition will walk away feeling pretty good about the game and we are all really happy too. You don’t have to 

humiliate your opposition, winning is enough. Thanks for being great sports and representing your school with 

respect. I am so proud of you all.’ 

Mark Leaning 

Associate Principal 

P  &  C  N e w s  
 

 
Uniform Shop 
The second hand uniform shop is stocked and open on     
Mondays and Fridays 2.30pm—3.15pm. 
Come in and grab some good quality pre-loved items. 
 

 



S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

Year Three Adopted a Bushland! 
The City of Joondalup invited Year Three to participate in a free environmental program in May. The program 
involved education, rehabilitation and protection activities associated with our local bushland areas. 
 

Year Three were involved in two weeding/planting workshops in the field and had two guest environmental 
presentations in the classroom. Students worked alongside Environmental Officers in rehabilitating a dune site 
at Littorina Park in Heathridge. Throughout the program, students learnt about the delicate bushland             
environments, teamwork, volunteering in their community and sustainability and environmental responsibility 
through active citizenship. The Year Threes were focused and hard-working and planted over 300 trees for the 
City of Joondalup. We are so proud of the way they represented Davallia Primary School and their contribution 
to the environment of the park. 
 

Mrs Hilary Bootsma, Ms Sarah Fulford and Mrs Renae Livingstone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cross Country Training 
Mr Warner has been very impressed with the great turn out for Cross Country training on the school oval each 
day at 8.20am. Dozens of motivated runners have been coming each day, no matter how cold, to ready          
themselves for the two cross country events planned for Term Three. There are a couple of courses to run and 
participants are rewarded with faction points for completing laps. 
 

This year’s cross country training sessions have become a real community event, with plenty of younger        
students and their Mums and Dads coming along to join in. Mr Warner has seen Kindy and Pre-Primary         
students pushing themselves to either increase the number of laps they can complete or to better their lap 
times. He hopes more families come along and get involved over the next few weeks. Congratulations to all of 
the students who have been making cross country training a part of their morning routine. 
 

GRIP Leadership 
On Tuesday this week Mrs Kendrick and Mr Leaning took the Student Council 
to the Perth Convention Centre to be part of the annual GRIP Leadership 
Conference. This year the focus was clearly on integrity and the many 
presentations and activities across the day were designed to highlight integri-
ty in leadership. 
 

Our student councillors represented Davallia in an exemplary manner and 
came away with an enhanced understanding of what it takes to be a good 
leader. Their enthusiasm and energy for the activities on offer was             
outstanding. They happily interacted with a range of students from other schools and were on their best      
behaviour throughout.  
 

All our Year Six leaders provide Davallia with excellent role models and a set of skills that assist at so many     
levels in their school. The Davallia Student Council represent the pinnacle of our student leadership model and 
is something all of our students aspire to be a part of. 

  C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, great 
activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. For     
bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at   
duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

