
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 12     11th  August 2022 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Our students from B1, B2 and B3 (Year 5’s) were on stage today hosting our assembly. They  
delivered a fantastic message about our school’s value of ‘Perseverance’. They spoke about 
what ‘Perseverance’ means to them and articulated the need to always keep trying, even when 
things get tough or don’t go their way. Well done Mrs Rintoul, Mrs Williamson and Miss       
Khandan on a great assembly and to the students of B1, B2 and B3 (Year 5’s) who were          
outstanding. 
 
 
 
 
2023 Kindergarten Enrolments  
It is fabulous to see we have 58 confirmed Kindergarten enrolments for 2023. This is the largest 
cohort of Kindy students amongst our Network of Schools. We will definitely have 3 x Kindy 
groups in operation next year.  If you or a neighbour have forgotten to enrol, please speak with 
Lydia Butler in the office as a matter of urgency as places are very limited. 
 

Proposed Class Structure 2023 – Subject to Change 
Based on our current numbers and expected enrolment for 2023, it is proposed the following 
may be the class structure adopted for 2023: 
3 x Kindergarten 
3 x Pre-Primary 
3 x Year 1 
4 x Year 2 
3 x Year 3 
2 x Year 4 
1 x Year 4/5 
2 x Year 5 
2 x Year 6 
Please be aware this is a ‘proposed’ class structure and is subject to change. 
 

Dogs on the School Grounds 
It is always a lovely thing to see parents exercising their dogs with a walk to or 
from school with their children. Just a reminder to all parents, irrespective of the 
size of the hound, it’s cuteness, whether they are on a leash, muzzled, has no 
teeth, only one leg, is blind, deaf, fits in your handbag, cries if left home, is only 
a puppy, it would only lick you to death or it’s not your dog so I can’t leave it 
etc etc etc NO DOGS are permitted to be brought onto the school site. Should 

parents choose to walk their dogs to school, they are expected to be tied up at the boundary 
and away from the main thoroughfares or pathways. This is set in place not only for the safety 
of students but also the safety of your dog. If parents feel uncomfortable about leaving their 
dog on the boundary, then maybe a walk to school is not for your dog. Thanks for your            
understanding.   
 

Schools Clean Energy Technology Fund 
Davallia Primary School has been successful and is one of the first 
schools in the state to receive funding as part of the Schools Clean Ener-
gy Technology Funding. A grant of approximately $60,000 will see a 
37.5kW solar system provided with approximately 103 solar panels to be 
installed on the roof of either the Early Learning Centre or B Block. It is 
projected over $4000 in annual savings will be made which will be applied to develop future 
sustainability projects within the school. 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( C o n t i n u e d )  

Interschool Cross Country – Now Tuesday 16th August 
Our decision to postpone the 2022 Interschool Cross Country event last Tuesday was certainly justified with the 
terrible weather conditions experienced that morning. This event is now scheduled for the wet weather         
alternate date of Tuesday 16th August, 2022. The PE Specialist teachers from across the network will meet this 
Friday afternoon to consider the projected forecast. Stay tuned. Please also note that Year 5 and 6 Jumps and 
Throws will now be held on Monday 22nd August. Years 3 and 4 are reminded to pack a change of clothes for 
Monday 15th August  Jumps and Throws in case of bad weather.  
 

Supervising Children after School 
A reminder for parents to ensure they provide appropriate supervision of children if remaining on the school 
grounds after school. Parents should ensure line of sight of children at all times. I have recently received a   
number of complaints from parents and staff who have witnessed poorly supervised students doing the wrong 
thing. Remember, if you are on the school grounds the school rules still apply! 
 

Aboriginal Artist in Residence 
Local Noongar artist, Kev Bynders, has now completed his mural, which will be affixed to the wall on C Block 
above the drink fountains. He has also held a number of workshops with students who have also collaboratively 
created their own artworks. All will be on display in the Under Cover Area. 
 
 
 
 
Capital Works – New Under Covered Area 
Work continues behind the scenes in regards to our new Under Cover Area build. Tenders are currently out and 
will close soon. Once the successful tender is identified, site level discussions will commence. We have been 
informed site works will commence in November 2022 with a projected completion date of May, 2023. This 
week will see the Sustainability/Recycling cage structure relocated from the Junior Primary playground to the 
western side of the cricket nets. This will also allow for students to commence a new garden initiative within 
this compound. During the construction phase, it is expected there will be significant disruptions to traffic in the 
area. I have involved the COJ in discussions regarding possible alternatives for our Kiss and Drive. Should a    
suitable alternative not be identified, Kiss and Drive may need to be closed during the construction phase.  
More information will be made available once the builder has been appointed. 
 

Open Night - 18th August 2022 
Our annual Open Night will be held on Thursday 18th August commencing at 6pm. Wet area doors and         
classroom doors will be open from 6pm and will close at approximately 6.50pm. Unfortunately, parents cannot 
have access to classrooms before this time. The Library will be open from 5.45pm for parents and students to 
access the Book Fair. Performances will be held in the Under Covered Area commencing promptly at 7pm.    
Performances will be held by Year 1 A5 and A6 and selected Year 2 French students. The School Choir will also 
perform a couple of songs and our Jump Jam team will be in full flight. In line with the current COVID-19 advice 
for WA Health, parents and students in Year 7 and above are encouraged to wear a mask.  This is an               
encouragement not a mandate. 
 

Kiss and Drive 
I again request parents to stagger their arrival at Kiss and Drive in the afternoon. Kiss and Drive is expected to 
be a fluid process where cars are rarely stationary. A long line of vehicles is regularly in place before the siren 
sounds in the afternoons, causing traffic concerns on Davallia Road. Please consider parking up on Davallia Road 
and collecting your children 5 or 10 minutes after the siren. Your support is appreciated. 
 

Staff Absences 
I wish to thank the school community for their understanding when staff members are unwell and absent from 
school. The school endeavours to provide continuity of relief staff when a teacher or Education Assistant is   
absent, however this is not always possible. Recently, it has become quite problematic in identifying relief staff 
to cover absences resulting in a number of different relief staff working in a particular class over a period of 
time. Your understanding and patience has been fabulous and we thank you for this. I wish to recognise and 
thank our part-time staff who have really stepped up and taken classes throughout the school on their non-
rostered days and on short notice. We appreciate them greatly. 
 

Have a great fortnight, 
John O’Neill 
Principal 



S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

Netball Cheerleaders 
Last weekend Miss O’Neil and Mrs Lane went to Kingsway Netball Courts and spent their time visiting the Year 2 
team, the 3 x Year 3 teams, the Year 4 teams and the Year 5 teams—all across 3 different time slots!. Like our 
Davallian netballers, they endured wintery weather conditions! Miss O’Neil even jumped in and played in the 
parent v kids match, which was scheduled when team red year 5’s opposition was a no show for their game! 
The kids were so happy to have their teachers support them at netball.  
 
 
 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Illusion of Overnight Success 
 

Watching the highlights of the Commonwealth Games you can’t help but be impressed by the emergence of so 
many new Australian heroes. Where did they suddenly appear from? Where did their stories begin? Despite 
being unheard of before the games, you can be sure that these fresh new ‘overnight successes’ have actually 
been working hard and preparing for this event for years.  
 

In reality, it is often a very long road to success. Years of sacrifice and struggle, a driving passion and a great 
work ethic are the keys to achieving our loftiest goals. We heard this firsthand when we were lucky enough to 
have Ben Popham, our own Olympic hero, speak to us in 2020. Raw talent alone, is never enough. 
 

With this in mind, we shouldn’t excuse our own perceived lack of success by assuming, ‘We just don’t have 
what they have. They’re special and we’re not.’ By assuming talent and ability are fixed traits that you either 
have or don’t have, you severely limit your potential. Consequently, if you’re resigned to the belief they are 
fixed and nothing you can do will make a difference, you are unlikely to invest effort in developing those traits 
to achieve success. 
 

The key to success is in our own hands. By setting goals, investing effort and acknowledging your achievements, 
you’ll find yourself on a path to the success you’ve been aspiring to. Give yourself a little credit for the things 
you are really good at, put time into the things you want to get better at and never think you can’t be that    
successful ‘somebody’ to those around you. 
 

After all, we are all great success stories to someone. We are all succeeding in our own way. Perhaps it’s time to 
recognise how successful we have been and acknowledge our many achievements up till now. Meanwhile,    
continue reaching for your goals and dreams and don’t be surprised, if sometime down the track, you turn out 
to be the next overnight success. 
 

Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

P & C  N e w s  

Calling all Volunteers 
 

Faction carnival is coming  and we need grown ups to help get food out to our little champions! We will have 
half hour time slots available, so if you can help at the cake stall, sausage sizzle or icy pole shop please comment 
on our Facebook post, DM Leigh Walker or email pcpresidentdavallia@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Leigh Walker 
P & C President 
 
   

mailto:pcpresidentdavallia@gmail.com


  C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

VacSwim Swimming Lessons 
Enrolments are now open for VacSwim swimming lessons during the October school 
holidays. VacSwim offers fun lessons at pool locations across WA. Not only is 
VacSwim a great school holiday activity, it also teaches valuable safety skills to help 
keep your child safe in the water. Your children can commence lessons as young as 
five years old.  Places are limited, so get in early. Enrol your children in VacSwim now 
at education.wa.edu.au/vacswim 
 

Little Athletics 
Registrations are open from September 3rd if your child would like to join Little Athletics. Competitions are run 
on Saturday mornings and open to kids aged 6 to 17 from beginners to advanced. Hamersley Little Athletics Cen-
tre organises and conducts weekly competitions from 5 clubs including Oceanside, Sorrento, Glendale, North 
Beach and Karrinyup. If your child is interested contact www.hamersleyathletics.com.au  
 

Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, great 
activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. For     
bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at  duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

http://education.wa.edu.au/swimming
mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

