
 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 19     1st December 2022 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 
 
 

Kindy Assembly 
We had an amazing assembly this morning hosted by our very competent and articulate Kindy 
students. Not only did they speak well, dance beautifully and tell some very funny jokes, they 
persevered throughout the assembly and ‘never gave up’. I was so proud of each and every one 
of them and the hundreds in attendance this morning were equally as proud. Well done Kindy 
kids! You made everyone’s heart shiny! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Fun Night 
A massive thank you to our school community who came out in large numbers to support this   
P & C initiative. The community enjoyed an amazing BBQ, silent auctions, face painting, pony 
rides, Gymbus, strength tester, silent disco and a heap more. The evening was a great success 
raising approximately $7600. It was great to see a few old Davallians back helping out with the 
BBQ and even Denise Lynch, Trenna Lewington and Geraldine Vaughan made an appearance.   
Thank to our amazing P & C who excelled with the evening and to our willing staff who braved 
the Dunk Tank. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Budding Artists 
Congratulations to Delphie Zhang and Laura Conerdi, who recently submitted     
artworks to the North Metropolitan Regional Education Office. Delphie and Laura’s 
artworks had a theme of ‘Connection to Family, Community and Country’.  Their 
artworks will be displayed on the walls at Regional Office.  Congratulations. 
 
 
 
 

In-term Swimming – Sorrento Beach 
As expected, In-term swimming lessons are going extremely well, with Davallia PS students    
engaged and enjoying a full week of instruction. Unfortunately, due to a shortage of swimming 
teachers, our usual 10 days of lessons have been cut to 5 days. Irrespective of this, our students 
from Years 4 to 6 have had a great time. 
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Construction Phase – New Undercover Area 
The construction phase of our new undercover area has commenced with the prestart occurring in readiness for 
the laying of the slab.  As building materials are delivered, there may well be disruptions to Kiss and Drive. I thank 
the community for their understanding and flexibility this morning when Kiss and Drive was significantly disrupted. 
 
Semester 2 Student Achievement Reports 
Student Achievement Reports for Semester 2 will be forwarded to parents via email on Wednesday 14th December 
2022. A reminder for parents that the link to download the report is active for 28 days from receipt of the 
notification email. 
 
2023 Class Lists 
The class lists for 2023 will be posted on the windows of teaching blocks at 2.30pm 15th December 2022. Parents 
are permitted to take digital images of class lists, however, no parent has the school’s permission to post any class 
list on any social media platform. 
 
Have a great fortnight, 
 
 

 

John O’Neill 
Principal 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

 

Be Sun Smart 
With the approach of Summer, it is time to start thinking ‘Sun Smart’. As a child of the 70’s and 80’s, I am 
reminded frequently that all these modern-day messages about being ‘Sun Smart’ are justified. For many 
of my friends, unfortunately the message came too late. For some of my friends, not knowing back then 
what we know now has ultimately shortened their lives. 
 

At Davallia we have a ‘No Hat, No Play’ policy all year round and I know that the majority of our students 
apply sunscreen too. At camp and at beach swimming lessons, every child wears protective rash vests 
and copious amounts of sunscreen. How things have changed since my generation were children. 
 

As a youngster I can’t recall using sunscreen at all. I’m pretty sure we used tanning oil which simply 
helped to speed up the process of cooking our skin. The closest thing to a rash vest was an old t-shirt. 
Who knew what SPF was? I remember being routinely sunburnt and the skin often peeling off my nose, 
ears and shoulders. I vividly remember my skin being too sore to lie on my bed sheets and wincing in the 
shower after another day of playing in the sun. Fifty years on and the damage is telling. Now the suntan/
sunburn routine has been replaced by routine scans, surgery and biopsies.  
 

There’s little point telling young people about things that might happen in forty years’ time and            
expecting them to change their behaviour. It hasn’t work too well with cigarettes either. Making being 
‘Sun Smart’ an easy routine seems to be doing the trick. Slip, slop, slap, seek and slide is catchy and     
simple to remember. The rules, reminders and good modelling appear to be paying off. 
 

Children today prefer to wear a rash vest. They don’t feel quite right without a hat. Kids are happy to 
slop on the sunscreen or ‘slime up’ as Mr O’Neill says on camp. These things have become almost second 
nature to the younger generation. If they can keep it up, maybe there will be no work for the skin        
specialists of the future. 
 

It’s just so terribly sad that my friends and I didn’t know, way back then, what we all know now. The toll 
is rising. Now we know, we’re committed to doing our part to inform those that follow in our footsteps. 
‘Sun Smart’ is the only way to be, take it from us, who didn’t know any better. 
https://www.sunsmart.com.au/ 
 
Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 

https://www.sunsmart.com.au/


 

Cricket Star 
Luke G has been selected to do a trial with Wanneroo Districts Cricket Club "Futures" program. What a 
great achievement and we wish him every success. 
  

School Photos Are Here! 
Your child/ren’s school photo orders will be coming home today and please note the following; 

 Magnetic photo frames and additional prints are slotted between the prints of your package. 

 Key chains are packed separately and distributed by the school office to the classroom teachers, who then 
       distribute to the students. Check with your teacher if you have not received yours as yet. 

 Sibling photos are delivered to the eldest child and placed inside their photo package as additional prints if  
        applicable. 

 Digital negative orders will be sent to your email address supplied within 3-5 days of the school photo delivery. 
  

Don’t forget to check your junk mail folders. You are still able to place additional orders via the Kapture website 
https://www.kapture.com.au/event.asp including orders for sports, music or special group photos taken on school 
photo day. Use the Davallia School Code of FAJXLH under the Sports and Event tab to access the gallery. 
 

 If you ordered photos more than 10 days after photo day, your order will be handled separately and mailed       
directly to your home address within the next 28 days. Check your confirmation email for more information.  
 

Salvation Army Appeal 
This is the final week of our Salvation Army Christmas Collection, so please give generously. Our collection closes 
on Monday. We are hoping to reach the incredible highs of 2021 with our donations and could really do with your 
help to get there. Thank you to everyone who has already sent in items for the classroom collections, it is all    
greatly appreciated and very much needed. A representative from the Salvation Army in Balga will be attending 
the Councillor Assembly next week to receive the donations we have collected, so let’s blow them away with that 
unbelievable Davallian charity and spirit. 

P  &  C  N e w s  
News 
Our Family Fun Night was a HUGE success and raised over $7,500 for our school. This night simply could 
not have gone ahead without some amazing supporters. First and foremost, our parents. The Year 3 to 6 
parents contributed money and volunteers towards the silent disco, ponies, strength tester, gymbus and 
dunk tank. Parents of students in Kindy to Year 2 also volunteered and organised our silent auction 
items, which alone raised over $4000!  
 

We received a generous donation of chocolate and volunteers for our chocolate throw from Eli Caiacob. 
Our BBQ was generously sponsored by Talis Consultants and run by Lucy Caiacob and crew. Care for Kids 
Duncraig made a contribution towards the fun as well. And last but not least, thanks to Giant Bicycles 
(Amber and Matthew Allan) for their annual bike donation. As always, a fun night was had by all...except 
perhaps for the dunk tank victims.  
 

Our AGM was held on Tuesday 29th November and we have welcomed in a new president Neroli       
Ridgewell. Our P&C is full of good, generous and kind adults, who set an amazing example to their       
children. It has been an absolute honour to be the President of the Davallia P&C.  
 

With gratitude,  
 

Leigh Walker  
Outgoing President Davallia PS P&C 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s  

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, great 
activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. For book-
ings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at  duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kapture.com.au%2Fevent.asp&data=05%7C01%7CLydia.Butler%40education.wa.edu.au%7C6aa0f787c96646a6f6bf08dad2904e7b%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638053814646098140%7CUnknown%7CT
mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

