
 

A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  

The Davallian 
Grow with Respect No. 3  10th March 2023 

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 

Yesterday’s assembly was hosted by the students of B2. The theme celebrated National Get 
Over It Day, and students shared their ideas of how they ‘Get Over It’ when things aren’t going 
as well as they could. B2 students showed off their impressive dance moves whilst dancing to a 
mash up of songs linking to the theme of resilience. It was a great message to be able to share 
with the school. Well done B2!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAPLAN Tips for Parents 
NAPLAN Online 2023 starts on Wednesday with Writing. Our Year Threes will be doing their 
writing with pencil and paper, and we expect them to do really well. Our Year Fives get to do 
their writing on a computer keyboard in a locked down format similar to Word.  
 

We are all a bit excited about doing the majority of NAPLAN this year on our beautiful new 
iPads, provided through the support of our P&C. Both year groups have had a bit of a go using 
the iPads and you can tell the children are very comfortable with the touch screen interface. 
Hopefully our results will reflect how skilled our students are with this technology. 
 

If you are a little concerned for your child as they prepare for NAPLAN this year, here are a few 
tips taken from Camp Australia website that you may find useful. https://campaustralia.com.au/
blog/naplan-tips-for-parents-to-support-children-1 
 

If your child is feeling worried or anxious, here are some tips to help them beat the NAPLAN 
jitters; 
 

Have a positive and encouraging conversation about it. Ask your child what they are worried 
about and why. This will help you understand their concerns better and give you an opportunity 
to provide support with positive guidance ahead of the NAPLAN tests. 
 

Eat well and rest well. Getting plenty of sleep and keeping to a healthy diet can have an impact 
on both physical and mental wellbeing. It’s important that your child is feeling calm and           
confident leading up to the NAPLAN tests, so they feel their best on the day, inside and out. 
 

Be active and limit screen time. Too much screen time can increase stress levels and make it 
harder for children to focus or get back to studying. A great way to keep stress levels down is to 
let your child do the things they enjoy each day. Especially being outdoors and engaging in 
meaningful play. 
 

Avoid last minute cramming. Whatever you are preparing for, rushing into it is never the         
answer. Trying to cram everything in the last couple of days will only increase stress and anxiety, 
causing your child to feel overwhelmed on test day. Ideally, it would be best to set aside some 
time each day to prepare for the NAPLAN tests in advance, even if it’s just learning one new 
thing a day. 
 

Celebrate the effort, not the outcome. The most important thing is that they ‘gave it a go’ and 
did their best with what they knew on the day. It’s about praising their efforts rather than      
focusing on the results. Parents need to assure their child that the test is only about their       
abilities on one day and not who they are as a person. 
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A s s o c i a t e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  M e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

 

 

Footy’s back 
As many of you are aware, I am a very keen football supporter. My family are long time WC Eagles members. I was 
there at the 2006 and 2018 grand finals, and I rarely miss a game live or on TV. My wife and I will even try and 
catch a game in Melbourne when we can. I love it and for six months, too much AFL is never enough for me.  
 

My passion for the sport is great. Like a lot of people, including many of our students, I have fun with the footy talk, 
the banter, the tipping and coaching competitions. On most days I read the back of the paper first. But                 
understandably, this is not the case for everyone. 
 

We are very lucky that in WA there are so many sports and pastimes on offer in our community. I know that during 
the football season there are children who play soccer, netball and rugby instead. There are others who swim all 
year round or compete in martial arts, gymnastics, callisthenics, dance and more recently parkour. It is wonderful 
to think that there are so many options available and that everyone’s interests and talents are accommodated. 
 

At Davallia, although we have a lot of fun with football, we provide a range of sports and physical activities for our 
students to engage in. Recently we offered beach-based swimming lessons and starting in Week One next term we 
begin pool swimming lessons for the Pre-primaries to Year Threes. This week Mr Warner and Mrs Mott are putting 
the final training sessions into our Year Six Interschool Basketball team as they ready themselves to play all day 
next Tuesday at Warwick stadium.  
 

While all this is happening, the Year Sixes and some Year Fives are preparing for the annual Winter Sport           
competition. These students can choose to try out for netball, volleyball, soccer or football. We usually have way 
too many netballers and soccer players, a reflection of how popular these sports are. This year I have had 32 boys 
and girls try out for a team game where only 15 players take to the field at once. I’m so pleased our students are 
ready to have a go at so many sports and it is hard to let some of them down when our numbers get too big. Good 
luck to everyone who has taken the risk of trying out. If you do get in, remember it is a great privilege and that at 
all times you are representing your school, Davallia. 
 

So, footy is back and with it, so much more. Seeing children at play, physically active and engaged is, without a 
doubt, a good thing no matter the shape of the ball.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Leaning 
Associate Principal 
 

P & C  N e w s  

Domino’s Dough Raiser 
Hi, my name is Liu and I am the local franchisee of Domino’s Warwick. Myself and my team are very excited to be 

raising some “dough” for your school. All normal discounts when ordering can be used as well! 

 

What:  $1 from each pizza sold will be donated directly to the Davallia Primary School P&C. 
When: Saturday 25th March 2023  
  11am until 12 midnight 
Where: Dominos Warwick, Tenancy Fs07 Centro Warwick, 643 Beach Road, Warwick 
Phone: 6241 9720 



P & C  N e w s  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

From the Treasurer 

Hi everyone, my name is Erin Gaunt and I am the P&C Treasurer. My son Jackson joined Davallia last year, entering 

Year 4. At the same time, there was a call out on Facebook for a treasurer for the P&C, so I put my hand up. What 

qualifications do I bring to the role? Well, much the same as Donald Trump being President - none! In fact, taking 

off my shoes and socks doubles the number I can count to! What does being a P&C member mean to me? It’s really 

pretty simple. I like giving back to the school. I also know that my son gets a kick out of knowing that I contribute to 

the school being able to provide new resources for the kids to use and learn from. Do you know that the iPad’s 

supplied via fundraising from the P&C last year has given the year 3 and 5 kids the ability to complete their 

NAPLAN digitally this year? That was $28,000 raised by you fabulous parents!  
 

How can you help? Volunteering on the P&C executive might not be for everyone, but every parent can help in 

many smaller ways. Various call outs for volunteers at events throughout the year will go out on social media, via 

our wonderful class reps, school newsletters and word of mouth. Putting your hand up to contribute (usually) a half 

an hour block of your time manning a booth collecting money, ticking names off a list or handing out items is all it 

takes and helps immensely! Remember, volunteering for a school event is a great way of getting you out of family 

get- togethers with the in-laws!  

Upcoming events: 
 

20th March: $1 Icy pole fundraiser 

25th March:  Dominoes Warwick will donate $1 to every pizza sold to Davallia P&C 

31st March:  Ride to school day- $1 juice boxes 

6th April: Hot cross bun morning tea fundraiser (details coming soon) 
 

The next P&C meeting is 28th March. This is our annual budget meeting where we review and vote on submissions 
for the wish list of items for 2023. Why not register as a member at https://www.davalliapspc.org.au/become-a-
member and come on down to the meeting and have your say?   
 
Erin Gaunt 
P&C Treasurer 

S c h o o l  N o t i c e s   

Nippa Magic! 
Miles Mosele has had great success at the state nippers competition for sprints last month at Mullaloo 
Beach where he came first for Sorrento Surf Club. Congratulations Miles! 

 
 

 

C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  

Holiday Fun 
The City of Wanneroo organises school holiday programs to keep our youth community active, social and healthy 
throughout the break period. Please see attached the timetable for the upcoming school holiday period in April at 
Kingsway Indoor Stadium. 
 
Care For Kids @ Davallia Primary School 
Care for Kids OSHC run a great program on site at Davallia Primary School. Qualified carers, great 
activities, afternoon tea, ECRU accredited. Full government benefits and rebates apply. For        
bookings, meet us on site or contact us on 9246 9551 or at  duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au  

mailto:duncraigoshc@careforkidswa.net.au

